Arizona, Real Photo
Post Card Collection

Section 2—R to Z
By Al Ring

HISTORY OF REAL PHOTO POSTCARDS 1888 AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHY IS BORN

George Eastman introduced a camera that allowed anyone to take 100 photographs. The camera was then
mailed to Rochester, New York where the photographs were printed and the camera reloaded and returned to
the photographer. This marked the beginning of amateur photography.

1902 PHOTOGRAPHIC POSTCARD PRINTING PAPER INTRODUCED

The Eastman Kodak Company introduced the first postcard photographic paper, named gaslight paper. The
paper’s emulsion was very fast and allowed the amateur photographer to print at night using artificial light or
exposure to a gas jet. The introduction of this type of paper, still used for contact sheets, produced a boom in
the making of real photo postcards. Kodak trademarks for gaslight papers were Velox and Azo. Other compa-
nies soon followed Eastman: the Canadian Kodak Company manufactured Oko paper and Ansco manufactured
the Cyko and Noko papers.

1903 POSTCARD CAMERA INTRODUCED

The next development in the history of the real photo postcard occurred in 1903 with the introduction of the
Eastman Kodak Folding Pocket Kodak No. 3A. The camera took postcard size (3/12” x 51/2”) negatives. Two
other early manufacturers of postcard cameras were Seneca and the Chicago Ferrotype Company.

1906 REAL PHOTO POSTCARD PRINTING SERVICES INTRODUCED

In this year Eastman Kodak began actively promoting the real photo postcard business by offering the service
of printing the postcards for the photographer.

1907 ESTABLISHMENT OF REAL PHOTO POSTCARD BUSINESSES

In this year the “undivided back” postcard was replaced by the divided back” format. The new format added a
space for the message on the left back of the postcard, thus allowing the full front to be used for the image.
This change marked the beginning of many real photo postcard businesses. These businesses employed pho-
tographers to take portraits in studios, at and popular locations such as amusement parks. These photographers
were also hired to produce postcards of a town for promotional purposes and to also record local events, in-
cluding disasters such as floods or train wrecks.
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Nol. Copper Mine, Ray, Ariz.

Red Lake, Arizona

Postmark Only For Identification

Picture (1) Ray, Arizona

Picture (2) Ray, Arizona
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P23 Roosevelt Dam Arizona
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Picture (1) San Francisco Mountains Picture (2) San Francisco Peaks Snow San Francisco Peaks, Near Flagstaff, Ariz
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Christmas (2) Tree Inn Santa Claus Ariz.
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Sunset Crater  Supai Superior
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Picture (2) On Top Tempe Water Tank
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Navajo Indian Camp Near Red Lake Trad  Red Lake Trading Post, Tonalea, Arizona

Sand Dunes Red Lake Trading Post, Tona
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Tonto (1) Cliff Ruins Apache Trail Tonto (2) Cliff Ruins Near Roosevelt Ari  Tonto (3) Cliff Dwelling

Desert Scene-Near Topcock, Ariz.



Al Ring - Arizona Postcards-Real Photo: Tuba Tubac
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