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Oro Blanco Mining District 

Note:  Blocks approximately one mile 
square. 
 
Map drawn by Robert Lenon, 1950. 



Notice of Location 

What:  Montana Silver and Gold Mine 
 
Location Date:  April 10, 1877 
 
In Accordance With:  1872 Congressional Mining Law 
 
Size:  1500 x 600 feet 
 
Mining District:  Oro Blanco Mining District 
 
Original Locators:  J.M. Kirkpatrick, Isaac Flood 
 



Stock Certificate - 1881 
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Montana Mine Group - 1899 



Montana Mine Group - 1899 



Montana Camp’s General Store 



Store Receipt - 1907 



Julius and Lille Andrews - 1938 



As Statehood Approached 

• Life in Montana Camp at the end of Arizona’s territorial years  
    was difficult 
 

- A few men owned their own diggings, most worked for others 
- Wages were small and money was scarce 
- Some families lived in adobe huts, but many had only tents 
 

• From 1878-1912, the Montana Group of mines produced mostly 
    gold and silver 
 

- No records of total value 
- But gold and silver mining was not very successful in the re-
gion 
 

- Low grade ore 
- Scarcity of water to process ore 
- Inefficient recovery of gold and silver from the ore 



Was it fool’s gold?  

The frustration of gold miners:   
 

“A gold mine is a hole in the ground 
with a fool standing on top” 

With Arizona statehood in 1912, 
 and the rapidly growing value of lead and zinc, 

the Montana mines were about to be reborn 


