Arizona, Real Photo
Post Card Collection

Section 1—Ato F
By Al Ring

HISTORY OF REAL PHOTO POSTCARDS 1888 AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHY IS BORN

George Eastman introduced a camera that allowed anyone to take 100 photographs. The camera was then
mailed to Rochester, New York where the photographs were printed and the camera reloaded and returned to
the photographer. This marked the beginning of amateur photography.

1902 PHOTOGRAPHIC POSTCARD PRINTING PAPER INTRODUCED

The Eastman Kodak Company introduced the first postcard photographic paper, named gaslight paper. The
paper’s emulsion was very fast and allowed the amateur photographer to print at night using artificial light or
exposure to a gas jet. The introduction of this type of paper, still used for contact sheets, produced a boom in
the making of real photo postcards. Kodak trademarks for gaslight papers were Velox and Azo. Other compa-
nies soon followed Eastman: the Canadian Kodak Company manufactured Oko paper and Ansco manufactured
the Cyko and Noko papers.

1903 POSTCARD CAMERA INTRODUCED

The next development in the history of the real photo postcard occurred in 1903 with the introduction of the
Eastman Kodak Folding Pocket Kodak No. 3A. The camera took postcard size (3/12” x 51/2”) negatives. Two
other early manufacturers of postcard cameras were Seneca and the Chicago Ferrotype Company.

1906 REAL PHOTO POSTCARD PRINTING SERVICES INTRODUCED

In this year Eastman Kodak began actively promoting the real photo postcard business by offering the service
of printing the postcards for the photographer.

1907 ESTABLISHMENT OF REAL PHOTO POSTCARD BUSINESSES

In this year the “undivided back” postcard was replaced by the divided back” format. The new format added a
space for the message on the left back of the postcard, thus allowing the full front to be used for the image.
This change marked the beginning of many real photo postcard businesses. These businesses employed pho-
tographers to take portraits in studios, at and popular locations such as amusement parks. These photographers
were also hired to produce postcards of a town for promotional purposes and to also record local events, in-
cluding disasters such as floods or train wrecks.
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#6, Agua Caliente Spring Of Arizona Hangman’s Tree, King Woolsey’s Near
Agua Caliente, Arizona

Eagle Eye Mountain, Near Aguila, Ariz.
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7-D-50, Pima County Bldg.-Ajo, Arizona  7-D-51, Pima County Bldg.-Ajo, Arizona

C-619, Ajo, Arizona C-620, Ajo Federated Church, Ajo, Ariz.  C-621, Business District, AjO Arizona
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P18, From “A” Mtn. Ajo, Ariz. P19, Indian Mission, Ajo, Ariz.
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P-21, Open Pit Copper Mine, Ajo, Ariz. P8, The Plaza, Ajo, Ariz. Park School Churches, Ajo, Arizona

Picture Of Ajo Mining Camp S-18, “A” Mtn, and Indian Village, Ajo, A 5-19, P.D. Smelter, Ajo, Ariz.
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X488, Hat Mountain, Seen From The C-641 Scenery Along The Ajo Road Ariz  7-D-7 Curley School—Ajo, Arizona
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A Native Son Of Arizona Arizona State Bird (Cactus Wren) Wild Life Of The Arizona Forests
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At Apache Arizona, On Highway 80

M BEER aRACHE ICT. ARIECHA

Circle R B Guest Lodge—U.S.H. 60-70- I-D Trailer Court Apache Junction, Arizona Sika, Alaskan Deer, Apache Jct., Arizona
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The Little Dutchman Apache Junction, A



Al Ring - Arizona Postcards-Real Photo: Apache Trail/Apache Lake
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7-C-153, Apache Lake Along The Apache  7-C-193, On The Apache Trail, Arizona

9799, Canyon On Apache Trail Arizona Apache Lake Ariz.

E-48, Apache Lake From Trail Arizona

JVC 34, Apache Trail On Scenic Apache Trail Highway 88 On Scenic Apache Trail Highway 88



Al Ring - Arizona Postcards-Real Photo: Apache Trail/Apache Lake

i

o

On Scenic Apache Trail Highway 88 On Scenic Apache Trail Highway 88 On Scenic Apache Trail Highway 88

On Scenic Apache Trail Highway 88 On Scenic Apache Trail Highway 88
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305, Morning On The Desert 45 Steamboat Rock, Steamboat Canyon 6-Z-6, Pelancillo Mountains Seen From

7181, Sand Dunes, Arizona

Arizona Desert Scene, Bradshaw Photo Arizona, Gadsden Purchase 1853

Auto Road, Arizona B-104, Arizona Desert B196, Picture Rocks In Arizona
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B 37 Becker Butte Hy 60 8381 Wonderland Of Rocks, Arlzona

L A

hmacda B hlw.!' AR

v .:-mi'-.__-hra;_'.fj = -

C 446, Round-up Time, Arizona C-570, The Cotton Industry, Arizona
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Cedar Wash Ridge-U.S. 60-Ariz. D-229, Highway 60, Arizona

Desert Clouds, Arizona Desert Sands, Arizona Desert Sunset Bradshaw Photo
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Down In Arizona #-195, Lookout Point Becker Butte Hy E-2, Arizona Irrigation Canal
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E-93, Lookout Point At Desert View
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Mornin On The Desert N-2, Greeting From Arizona Picture 1, Adobe House
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SCENES ALONG U, 5 6L ARIZOMA

Picture 5, 3 Men and Cactus Picture 6, Carriage, Family & Cactus Scenes Along U. S. 60, Arizona

Souvenir Pictures, A Hopi Indian Pueblo Souvenir Pictures, Cactus, Arizona Souvenir Pictures, Canyon De Chelly

Souvenir Pictures, Cliff Dwelling Near Souvenir Pictures, Giant Cactus, Ariz. Souvenir Pictures, Hohawk Indians, Ariz.

Lo b 1

Souvenir Pictures, Looking From Fish Souvenir Pictures, Montezuma’s Castle, Ar  Souvenir Pictures, Navajo Camp, Ariz.
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Topaz Lake Typical Western desert Scene U. S. 80 Across The Dunes, Arizona
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U. S. Highway 60 And 70 Entering Ariz Up Among The Pines
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17 Buffalo And Vermillion Cliffs About C-235 Coronado Trail Arizona T-12 Elephant Butte On Hy., 68 Arizona

J 74 When Its Night Time In Arizona Oceans Of Sand, Arizona.
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6-Y-33, Catholic Church, Benson, Ari- 7, Benson, Ariz.

GAILLEAFRE BE+Soy ARIE,

Birds-eye View Of Benson, Arizona Dons Coffee Shop, Benson, Ariz. Grill Café Benson, Ariz.
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Scene on Highway 86, Between Benson Val Kimbrough, Benson, Arizona




Al Ring - Arizona Postcards-Real Photo: Bisbee

CormiSE.
BISACL, AN

o ——

=L

&

6-Y-56, Cochise County Court House

7, Main St. Bisbee, Ariz. 700, Copper Queen Hotel, Bishee, Arizona 77, Bishee, Ariz.
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B 345, Bisbee Arizona
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B 346, Bisbee Arizona

B 352, Highway 80 From The Summit B. I. CO. Plant, At Lowell, Ariz.

B353, Bisbee Arizona From The Summit  Bishee, Ariz. (1)

Bisbee, Ariz. (2) Bisbee, Ariz. (3) Bisbee, 1919
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C-43, Main Street Bisbee, Arizona C-44, Young Blood Hill-Bisbee, Arizona  C-45, Bisbee, Arizona, The Switzerland
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C-66, Warren Residential District,

C-673, Lowell, Arizona
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C-676, Looking Toward San Jose Mounta  C-679, Pueblo Court, Bisbee, Arizona



C-699, Main Street, Bisbee, Arizona
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E-235, Main Street, Bisbee, Arizona

E-237, Bisbee, Arizona
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F-7, Business District, Bisbee, Arizona Greetings From The Courthouse At Bis-

L103, Presbyterian Church Bisbee, Ariz.  L-104, Copper Queen Hotel Bisbee, Ariz.  L1-6, Copper Queen Hotel, Bisbee, Ariz.
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L- 109 Castle Rock, Blsbee Avriz.

N134, Greetlngs From Bisbee, Arizona Picture 1 Picture 10

Picture 11 Picture 12 Picture 13
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Sometime in the 1990s | bought a collection of Bisbee postcards through the mail. It appears the bulk of them were from members
of the Gillaspy family who lived in Lowell and Douglas Arizona during the 1907 to 1920’s time period.

Death Certificate: Mrs. Emma D. Gillaspy, died at Cochise County Hospital, April 19, 1923, born 3/18/1867, age 56, born in Mis-
souri, parents George Borlen(?), Anna Dillard, information from Grover C. Gillaspy, from Douglas.

Death Certificate: George N. M. W.(?) Gillaspy, died at Cochise County Hospital, 12/14/1923, single, age 27, shoe cutter, birthplace
Missouri, parents Edwin E & Emma Dillard Gillaspy, information from Grover C. Gillaspy, from Douglas.

Marriage: Grover C. Gillaspy married Anna Cobb in 1937 from Douglas records.
Marriage: Carleton H. Gillaspy married Georgia Redwine in 1939 from Douglas records.

Family Search: Found a Grover Cleveland Gillaspy born June 17, 1897 Hannibal, Missouri, died October 6, 1959

Social Security: Carleton Gillaspy, September 9, 1914, died January 6, 1998 in zip code 85713, South Tucson, Arizona, SS 526-09-
9062

COMMENTS FROM BACK OF SOME OF THIS COLLECTION.

2, September 2, 1907, To Mrs. Avery, Mama & Papa went home 3 weeks ago, Love Ella C.

21, 1910, picture of lady, from Theo

3, To Mr. G. C. Gillaspy, Lowell, Arizona, From Jessie.

8, September 9, 1907, To Mrs. Avery, from Ella C.

9, TO Sister, From Brother Grover, picture of 3 men on card named, Stewart, Donohue, Gillaspy, September 28, 1907, Lowell, AZ.
10, September 23, 1907, To Sister, Fern Gillaspy, Hannibal MO, 402 Spruce St. From Grover, Bisbee, Lowell, AZ

13, To Mrs. Emma Gillaspy, 503 Hope St., Hannibal, MO. From Mrs. Plumb.

14, Picture of young man, Joseph J. C. Switzer 2 years, 5 months.

27, October 7, 1910, To Mrs. R. S. Bush, 503 Hope St. Hannibal, MO, from Mrs. Plumb.

37, To Rose Stagner, Madison, WI, from Albert, P. S. from Barbara.

39, To Mrs. Emma Gillaspy, Warren Arizona from Anne Higgins. Mentions George.

51, October 17, 1908, to Miss Mary J. Stagner, RFD Route 6 Box 66, Madison Wisconsin, Burning of Bisbee, B. T. W. another card
signed A. G. W.

60, March 16, 1909, From E. A. W. to Ellen, Anne and baby are at Tempe with a sister. Not mailed.

61, Miss used to live and see the poles along the St. car track 4th July 1911, Albert

62, Miss Mary J. Stagner, RFD Route 6 Box 66, Madison Wisconsin, Oct. 9, 1908 Mentions Dr. Thomas Watkins in Bisbee. Men-
tions B. T. From Mable.

63, August 3, 1908, From Mabel, to Miss Mary J. Stagner, Mentions B. J. And E. A.

65, This is the Grafs house. Road washed out. Flood in Bisbee, August 1908 or 9, M. W.

67, From G. C. or L. G., July 18, 1907, To Miss Fern Gillaspy, Hannibal, MO 402 Spruce St.

70, 7/30/1907, To Miss Mary J. Stagner, from Bassett.
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Picture 28
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Picture 31
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Picture 38

Picture 39 Picture 4 Picture 40
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Picture 44 Picture 45 Picture 46
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Picture 52 Picture 53 Picture 54



Picture 60
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Bisbee

Picture 70

Picture 74 Picture 75 Picture 8

Picture 9 Post Office In The Copper Mining City Sacramento (3) Hill 1904

Sacramento (1) Pit Bishee, Ariz. Sacramento (2) Pit, Bisbee, Ariz. Scene in Residential Section. Warren, Ariz
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H Cross Ranch Bonita, Arizona H Cross Ranch Bonita, Arizona H Cross Ranch Bonita, Arizona
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D-11 High School And Gym Buckeye, Ar  D-13 Cotton Gin. Buckeye, Arizona Picture Cacti In Buckeye, Arizona 1912
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Scene In Buckeye, Arizona T29 Community Church Buckeye, Ariz.
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Bullhead City, Ariz. Fisherman’s Trailer Lodge . Bullhead
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Cameron Arizona
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C-477 Cameron, Arizona

-132 Cameron Trading Post Cameron, Ar

C-478 Cameron, Arizona Cameron Trading Post Cameron, Arizona
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Klo-A-Chee-KlIn At Little Colorado Tradi  Little Colorado Trading Post, Cameron, A  1-108 The Garden, Klo-A-Chee-Kin
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B-108 Verde River Arizona
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D-18 Canyon Lake On Apache Trail X3110 Canyon Lake On The Apache
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X3112 Canyon Lake On The Apache X3113 Canyon Lake On The Apache
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EAHTOH
LAKE
s b

APACHE
TRAIL

ARTIOHA

o

X311 Canyon Lake On The Apache Trail
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B-354 Picacho Mountain Casa Grande
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C-593 Main Street Casa Grande, Arizona
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F-9 Main St. Casa Grande, Arizona J-7 Post Office Casa Grande Arizona Selected Photographs East Room
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Selected Photographs Inner Room

Selected Photographs Ruins Seen From

The Casa Grande From The East, Casa
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The Southwest Corner Building The Casa X300 Casa Grande National Monument X301 Casa Grande National Monument
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C-56 Cave Creek Canyon, Arizona C-59 Cave Creek Canyon, Arizona Cave Creek Near Douglas Ariz

Cave Creek Near Portal, Ariz.

Hogans At Cedar Ridge Trading Post,
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D-106 Navajo Indian Village Chambers Desert Village Trading Post Chambers

B301 Hotel San Marcos Chandler Arizon Picture 1 Frank Smith’s Ranch House Picture 2 Stable Shed And Corral On Dr.
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S-43 Natl. Alfalfa Milling Plant. Chandle  B295 Hotel San Marcos Chandler Arizon ~ B297 Hotel San Marcos Chandler Arizona
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The Good Old Days Charleston, Arizona

Thunderbird Ranch Chin Lee, Arizona
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126 Setting Hen Wonderland Of Rocks 13 On Echo Trail Chiricahua Natl Mon

142 Balanced Rock Chiricahua National 158 Balanced Rock Wonderland Of Rock

W=

.-’j
-
.,""_/ o

F

26 The Hen, Wonderland Of Rocks Near 26 Chiricahua Nat’l Mon. Ariz.

3 Mushroom, Rhyolite Peak Chiricahua 41 The Mush Room Wonderland Of Rocks 43 Wonderland Of Rocks Near Douglas
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50 The Sheep Wonderland Of Rocks Nea 51 Balanced Rock In The Wonderland
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6-Y-990 China Boy Chiricahua Nat’l 88 One Of A Thousand Features Wonder-  Along The Road To Wonderland Of Rock



Al Ring - Arizona Postcards-Real Photo: Chiricahua, Wonderland of Rocks
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C-154 Chiricahua Mountains Arizona Cochise’s Head Chiricahua Nat’l Mon

Looking Down Into Wonderland Rocks Natural Sculpturing Wonderland Of Rocks  On The Trail Chiricahua Nat’l Mon.



X 4497 China Boy On Bonita Canyon
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X555 Clarkdale From Verde Valley
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C-230 Coronado Trail Clifton, Arizona
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C-239 Residential Section Of Clifton Ariz  C-240 Clifton, Arizona
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E-361 Clifton Morenci Highway Arizona

History Of Cliftons First Jail Blasted Looking North Clifton, Ariz.
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6-Y-434 The Entrance Chamber

Yiem From RimddEZsE Coloses] Cava - Tudaon, Arzana o A

C-583 Saguaro Cactus At Colossal Cave  Colossal Caves Genuine Photograph Colossal Cave, Admi
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Genuine Photograph
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The Praying Nuns Colossal Cave Tucson  The Diving Eagles, Colossal Cave, Arzio

The Frozen Waterfall Colossal Cave Tucs
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Picture (1) Courtland Arizona

Picture (1) Crown King Merc. 1937
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Dateland (3), Arizona

Dateland (4) Arizona

Davis Dam Town Sites
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Fish Creek Canyon Apache Trail Arizona

Fish Creek Canyon On Apache Trail, Ariz
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X622 Flagstaff High School Flagstaff C-395 Interior Of Museum Of Northern A 103. Lowell Observatory, Flagstaff, Ariz
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Pinal Co. C. H. Florence Ariz. X3010 Pinal County Court House X3011 Court House Pinal County
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3309 Three Of A Kind 4426 Polo Verde & Suhuaro Cactus- 4433 Desert Scene-Arizona
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4435 Desert Scent-Arizona 7-D-208 Pinkley Peak Organ Pipe Cactus  7-D-209 Organ Pipe Cactus Blossoms
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B194 Giant Cactus Forest
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D-135 A Good Example Of The Desert

D-93 Giant Cactus In Arizona

Joshua Forrest Joshua Trees—Arizona Desert L-152 Joshua Trees Arizona
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Picture (1) Cactus Prickly Pear Century Plant And Saw-Too  Saguaro (1) Saguaro National Monument
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The Arizona Desert In Silhouette X303 Indian Woman Gathering Saguaro X3430 A Living Cross Of The Desert
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General Obregan & Villa Bowie, Ariz.
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Home On The Range Court. Bowie, Ariz.  Old Fort Bowie Ruins Near Bowie, Ari-
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