Loose in the Foothills by Bob Ring

Birthday Tribute to Pat

Last month | asked for suggestions for an overttipebirthday gift | could get Pat in
recognition of her wonderful gift to me of a trip the Final Four NCAA Basketball
Tournament. Early suggestions included a knittig to the UK and a trip to a (the?)
Knitting Final Four Tournament. Well | haven’tdseable to put together anything super
yet (Pat’s birthday is this week) so let me offeisttribute as a place holder for the
future:

That basketball trip was just one of many thingst fhat does for me. She’s constantly
ordering new books for me to read, planning meladd t like, doing research for my
writing, proofing my papers, surprising me with siaé gifts — and | am really spoiled.

Pat spends a lot of time helping others. | segd&aancer survivor herself) volunteering

each week at the Arizona Cancer Center to supmireéms undergoing chemotherapy
treatments. | see Pat busily involved in knittewgd weaving guilds, arranging special

programs, compiling and editing a newsletter, sgywon a standards committee, and
lending a hand wherever she can. | see Pat lqigift sweaters, scarves, and even a
prayer shawl for relatives. | see Pat going walyadiner way to assist friends in time of

illness or other difficulties.

| live with a woman who loves to celebrate life l®arning, whether it's knitting, at
which she is already an expert; fiber spinning,imgwrecently succeeded after years of
trying; drawing and painting, where she is in tHassroom and exploration stage;
photography, where she is well along towards miasgjedigital photography and
processing; or even reading, where she has figometiow to download digital books to
her computer and MP3 player

In fact, Pat puts me to shame in the high techtmeics world, keeping up on

improvements to devices from satellite radio, dergthing digital cell phones, and

hand-held media players, to the navigation systefmer automobile. Pat is also a self-
taught master of computer internet operationsjqaatrly buying and selling on eBay.

Pat’s positive attitude enables her to make thet miosach day, not leaving anything she
wanted to do undone or untried. Pat’s optimisgiciscan best be summed up with her
oft expressed happiness that her body is in goodgnshape to be able to get up and
make the bed each morning.

So if you see Pat around the Foothills this weekeansh her a happy birthday and keep
sending in those super birthday gift ideas.



Pat takes time to enjoy the flowers along U.S. 60
Near Show Low in the White Mountains. (Courtdggabh Ring)



