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Foreword

This is the story of an adventure in 2011 to retrace mygreaa n df at her Eugene
unpl anned trek in 1850 acr os specs bamtwhteg n Me x i
this for the Ring family current and future.

Eugene Ring- Early History: 1827-1848

Eugene Ring was born in Kingston, New York on the western shore of the Hudson River

on April 2, 1827, the first son of Moses Ring and Anna MariaoBhThe Ring family

has deep roots in Rhinebeck. Otwrbearer, Christopher Ring, came there from the
Langenlonsheim region of Germany in the 17
German Palatine immigrants in Duchess County, in the fertile Hudson\RiNey, about

a hundred miles north of New York City, becoming tanners, farmers and merchants.

After his eighteenth birthday in 1845, Eugene left his Duchess Chantye and family
tomovetoNew York City fAto seek his afibhess,une. 0
compelling his family to suggest that he take a long sea voyage to regatrehgth.

Eugene Ring- California Gold Rush: 18481850

Eugene Ring departed New York City on Novem®ei848 forthe westcoast of South
America While tranding the Strait of Magellan, he first heard the news of the great
CaliforniaGold Rush from a passing ship.

Eugene went on to visit the South American past Valpar#éso, Callao, Lima and
Guayaquil. After astopover in Central Amara's Panama City, ehsailed to San
Francisco, arriving on August 20, 1849. He workieereinitially as a bookkeeper among

the old-crazy, exploding population. Later he moved to Sacramento, worked as a
storekeeper, and experiendbe great Sacramento floadJanuary, 183.

The lure of gold finally led Eugene to the Sierra Nevada Mountains, where he worked in
several mines in the summer of 1850. Astoundingly, Eugene met and worked with his
father Mosed who apparently had crossed the US in a wagon train after Eugéne lef
New York City.

Eugene decidetb spend the winter of 1850 in Panama, before returnitigetgold fields

the next spring. He left San Francisdmoard the barqueowhatan on October 9, 1850.

Forty days out of San Francisco, the Powhatan was becainied sout hern Mexi
Isthmus of Tehuantepec and low on food and water.

Eugene was part a tenan foraging party put ashore in a small boat to look for
provisions. During the landing the wind came up and the Powhatan raised sails and
abandoned the temen.



Eugeneds party was frel acoossdhe junglesoandammountinstofh u st i n

the Igshmus of Tehuantepec. During this difficult trip three men died of cholera, an
additional man was left to recover from cholénaith only Eugene and fivetbers of the
original foraging party reaching Veracruz on the Gulf Coast of Mexicoatith a
salvation ship to New Orleans.

Fulfilling a Ring -Family Dream

Eugene wrote three handwritten versions of the story of his Gold Rush adventure. In
2008 the Rig family published an integratechemoir that provides an enthralling
account of his activities, descriptions of what he saw, the places he went, the people he
met, and how he felt about things truly remarkable record of a remarkable experience.

Werovdlo, [/ze
GoldIRUST

[Eugene]RingshTravels]
linjSouthYAmericasy Californiatjand |Mexico)
1679 = 1650

,Bob Ring- Al Vlii'ng Steven'Ring

Details about this memoir are available at http://www.ringbrothershistory.com.

Besi des publ ieanbii Rirg family jyembersthaleng wanted to visit the
Isthmus of Tehuantepec to actually see the sites that Eugene serglpglescribed.

In 1993 two of my sons, David and Steven,

from San Diego, California to Salina Cruz on the Pacific Coast of Mexico, near where

a



Eugene and his foraging party landed in their small boat. Vis#ed several of the
coastal villages that Eugene talked about and took a few photos that served to spark
family interest in the area for another 18 years.

Then in February, 2011, Pat Wood, my soul mate, and | spent five wonderful days
retracing EugenRBi ngbés compl ete trek across the | sthn

Approach for this Book

This Abooko is the story of Patés and my tr
mi xture of my words, Eugene Ringbés words f
summaryo f  E u g e n keidtegratadomithdtise many photographs that Pat and | took

of sites that we (and Eugene)boldtymiwithe d . I

guotes 0

| have included appendices summarizing the history of Oaxaca and the Isthmus of

Tehmnt epec, my assessment of where Eugene f i
and Eugeneds biography from the time he ret
death in 1912. Eugeneds biography include
publicat i on of Eugeneds memoir in 2008.

Bob Ring

Tucson, Arizona

June, 2011



Chapter 1

Planning the Trip

Let me start by explaining how the opportunity to make this trip occurred, how we found
a driver/guide, and the travel planning it took to make t@ f0 successful and
satisfying.

The Opportunity

In the fall of 2010 Pat was invited to attend a whmlg knitting retreat in Oaxaca City in
southern Mexico. The organizers of the retreat, Bill and Irene York of Green Valley,
Arizona, had hosted sinaif trips to San Miguel de Allende in central Mexico. Pat had
attended two of these previous excursions. | went with her on the second trip and we all
had a great time while immersed in Mexican culture.

So here was a chance for a trip to another pamefico i that offered impressive
archeological ruins and many folk art attractions. But the really persuasive benefit was

that Oaxaca City is only about 150 miles northwest of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, where

my greatgrandfather had his great Mexicarvadture. Could we use being in Oaxaca

City as a springboard to retracing Eugene Ri

Finding a Driver/Guide

We quickly decided that we would try to mak:¢
we did was to get a detad roadmap of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, that confirmed that
todaydés roads follow virtually the same patt
horseback, and canoe more than 160 years ago.

Though there is regular bus service along this routejegeled that we preferred to do it

by automobile, going at our own pace and stopping at specific sites when we wanted. We
didnot feel comfortable renting a car and di
and guide.

Note: This was a period gfeat turmoil in Mexico (mostly in the northern border areas)
having to do with illegal immigration to the US and drug trafficking. Though there
appared to be littleto-none of thee problens in Oaxaca, that region had suffered
political disputes in thpast We felt that finding an experienced, reliable driver was the
way to go.

| contacted travel agencies in both the US and Mexico, but got nowhere. Then Pat
suggested that | appeal to readers of my regular newspaper coluitine Arizona Daily

Str, Foothills regional section. So | wrote an article about the opportunity to make this
trip and my difficulty in finding a driver/guide.



| received a very positive response from a married couple who had written the travel

gui de, A Vii AndnsidOearxsac@ui de t o Oaxacabds Char ms. ¢

Ann Wexler live in Oaxaca half of the year and among much helpful information and
many suggestions, they strongly recommended a dependable driver and knowledgeable,
bi-lingual guide, a Oaxaca City reswmt, Pablo Gonzalez Marsch -(gail:
marsch@prodigy.net.mxell phone: 04951-134-7391).

Over the next few weeks | corresponded with Pablo byad. We came to an
agreement that the proposed trip wasitdla over several days and that there should be
no significant safety issues.

Travel Planning

My ongoing research to make the trip more meaningfukased in intensity. Appendix
lincludes a short history of the Mexican state of Oaxaca and tmeusti Tehuantepec,

and Appendix 2documents my attempt to locate the landing area on the Pacific Coast
where Eugene Ring and party first came ashm a small boat from the barque
Powhatan.

The pretrip research and careful-reading of my greagrard f at her 6 s memoi r
to get started on planning the details of the trip.

Of all the Mexican coastal areas to be abandoned on, the Gulf of Tehuantepec on the
Pacific coast turned out to be a fortunate location, minimizing the distance that Eugene
Ring and party had to travel to reach safety on the Gulf coast. The Isthmus is 125 miles
wide at its narrowest point. Note that the direct ctegsmus direction is south to north.
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evaluating their precarious position, including visits to San Mateo del Mar and Santa
Maria, before deciding to try to cross the IstemuTaking 11 days, by horseback and

canoe,

the Coatzacoalcos River.
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From Minititlan, the surviving party headed northwest via
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Jaltipan, Acayucan, and San Juan on horsetmtihe San Juan River which they canoed
down to Tlacotalpan. From Tlacotalpan they took a schooner to Veracruz and caught a

boat to New Orleans.
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Our trip to the Isthmus of Tehuantepec was to begin in Oaxaca City. We planned to drive

to Salina Cruz, on the Pacific Coast, near where Eugene and party landed.

After

exploring the possible landing area, we planned to visit San Mateo del Mar aad Sant
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Maria T as Eugene did and then head across the Isthmus (on the only highway
available) to locate and visit the sites that Eugene described in his memoir.

Note: The cros$sthmus railroad and croskssthmus highway were both built on routes
remarkaby close to the path traveled by Eugene Ring and his party.

We decided to bypass Minititlan because th&es so little descriptionin the memoir.
There were fewsites of interest (with little Eugene description) on the route to
Tlacotalpan, so we chose more direct toltoad route. From Veracruz we planned a
shortesttime route on toll roads back to Oaxaca City.

ST il
ehue -4 Kontuca™ \
M "k osomatepec ‘,g era@z‘__ Gulf of Cam
gord Pasg defMdCho Uzardo

'R by SRS B
‘ “"Ym-»ﬁnec ‘\
o i

i
A s nomum X I,l

NS colv-uucunuhp- P/
psonklvuﬂchﬁuloﬂ ,l

I 1

M
ayas

7

hroatvor TSN LT e
AN aolfo do Tehuantepag |
|
Gulf-of Tehuantepad ‘

Our overalll planned route is highlightect

We had a pretty detailed roadmap for the Pacifigst and craslsthmus portions of our
trip. Virtually all of the towns and villages that Eugene and his party visited appear on
t he map bel ow. We planned to use this map t
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hi ghlighted in Apink. o Sites we hoped to
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Our Itinerary

Two considerations drove the timing of our Isthmus of Tehuantepec trip. The first was

the schedule for Pat 6s Mamh16,20lh goweeduiddoat whi c
our special trip either before or after the knitting retreat. We decided to it before the

retreat because of commitments in Tucson after the knitting meeting.

The second consideration was how long we thought it woake for our guided
automobile tour to retrace Eugene Ringods r o
sites we wanted to visit, we decided that five days, starting and ending in Oaxaca City,

would be enough to meet our objectives. Our final itineisaspown below:

Itinerary for Isthmus of Tehuantepec Trip

Day 11 Thursday, February 24 - Oaxaca City to Salina Cru2§0 mileg - direct route;
no visit stops; stay overnight Balina Cruz at Hotel Calendas.

Day 271 Friday, February 2571 Touring in the Salina Cruz area to include Bay of Salina
Cruz, Bay of Ventosa, San Mateo del Mar, and Santa Maria del Mar. Stay the night in
Tehuantepec at Hotel Oasis.

Day 371 Saturday, February 26 - Tehuantepec to Acayucad30 mile9 - basically
driving on main highways across the Isthmus; stay the night in Acayucan at Hotel Ritz.

Day 471 Sunday, February 27- Acayucan to VeracruzZl{5 mileg - stay overnight in
Veracruzat Hotel Mesérndel Mar.

Day 51 Monday, February 28 - Veracruz to Oaxaca Cit250 mileg 1 direct route; no
Visit stops.

On Day 1 we planned to leave Oaxaca City early enough in the morrtiageédime that

afternoon around Salina Cruz to look for the area where Eugene RingamdsH in a

small boat and began his trek across the Isthmus. Day 2 was to be devoted to exploring

the Pacificcoast wher e Eugeneds c o rfigueouwhatpoedat si x
about their situation. The objective of Day 3, while crossing the Isthmus, was to visit as

many of the sites as possible that Eugene described in detail in his memoir, including
Chihuitan, El Barrio, San Juan de Guichicd®gca delMonte, and Sarabia Pass. On

Day 4 our priority was to cross the San Juan River (which Eugene traveled by canoe) and
visit Tlacotal pan, Eugeneds | ast stop on his

11



This itinerary sacrificed a sighting of the Coatzacoalcos River that Euwgeoed down

on his final leg to the Gulfaast and visits to Minititlan, San Juan de Evangelista, and
Jaltipani places that Eugene mentions in his memoir, but provides no significant
description.

We selected hotels from the travel guitdgon Handbook$ Oaxaca and the internet
and made reservations through our travel age
in Port Townsend, Washingtojgédn@jeanstvl.corr800-895-2688).

In the days before startingethrip, our driver/guide Pablo requested that he bring his wife
Araceli along on the tour. Pat and | heartily agreed. Pablo confirmed all of our hotel
reservation$ a service that increased our comfort level.

12
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Chapter 2

Getting to the Landing Area

Eugene Ring: October 9 November 22, 1850

Eugene left San Francisco on October 9 on the barque Powhatan, under Captain B. F.
Hopkins, headed for Panama to spend the winter; he planned on returning to the
California gold fields in the spring. hE overcrowded ship ran short of food and water
and finally off the coast of southern Mexico, ran short of wind too. From the Gulf of
Tehuantepec, the becalmed Powhatan launched a small boat with a foraging party of ten
men, including Eugene, to attempmt find food and water on land. Before the boat
reached shore, in violation of a geuinch promise to recover them, the wind came up;
Captain Hopkins raised sails and headed towards Panama, leaving the foraging party to
its fate.

Contemporary: February 23/24, 2011

Pat and | left Tucson late in the morning of February 23, 2011, flying Express jets from

Tucson to Houston and then Houston to Oaxaca City in southern Mexico. We spent the
night in 470yearold Oaxaca City at the Hotel Las Mariposas and elugdynext day,

were picked up by our driver and guide Pablo Marsch and his wife Araceli to begin our

adventure.

Pablo is truly bilingual his mother was born in the U.S. He teaches high school physics
in Oaxaca City and is also a professional tour guidostly in the Oaxaca City area, but
on a previous occasion had driven/guided another customer on -avabaiing
expedition across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec.

Most of the time Pablo uses a Acompany vano
personal, comfortable Toyota Corolla.

After driving about five hours we reached t
coast, near where we thought Eugene had landed more than 160 years ago. Pat started
filling a diary with notes on the sites we sand some of our impressions; her notes were

very useful in putting this story together.

The drive to Salina Cruz, partially on the Pan American highway, took us through the
Sierra Madre de Sur Mountains on good, but curvy roads. The mountains wedcover
in a light haze, reminding us of the Great Smokey Mountains in the US. Though we did
get high enough to travel through some pine forests, most of the drive was through a
hilly, dry desert region with many types of cacti, including candelabra, old man
(bearded), and organ pipe varieties.

13



We saw many fields of agave cactus, obviously planted as a crop, and several mescal
factories. We learned that the Oaxaca is trying to establish a market for mescal. Like
tequila, mescal is made from fermented magulapts, a form of agave. (We were often
offered free samples of mescal at restaurants on the trip.)

We went through many small towns and were introduced to the Mexican method of speed
control: speed bumps cal |l edeetll umpssomein fivel o
bunches, appear to be everywhere, and can r e

We were impressed with the generally polite drivers in Oaxaca. Osateoroads,
drivers ahead of us would turn on their left turn signals whesipg was safe. Drivers
would move way to the right to make passing easier. With two lanes in one direction,
drivers never fihoggedo the passing | ane.

By the time we got to the Pacific Ocean, the high mountains had completely disappeared,
replaced with elling hills. We made a final approach to Salina Cruz along the coast and
observed that that the country was covered in Mexican chaparral, like Eugene had
described.

In mid afternoon we checked into the Hotel Calendas in Salina Cruz. Of thdohati

or so hotels we made reservations at on this trip, this was the most expensive and the only
one that required a (beforehand) wire transfer of the complete charges. More on Mexican
hotels later.
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Chapter 3

The Landing Site

Eugene Ring: Novenber 22/23, 1850

Having been abandoned by the Powhatan, Eugene and the foraging party landed their

small boat on a beach just short of a point of land they had been trying to reach in the

face of an opposing current and gédece wind. One of their pariclimbed afhigh hillo

near where they landed and reported that there was a ranch a couple of miles inland. The

group reached the ranch through thick chaparral and were welcomed with hospitality and
food. The r an casaltiegoon of Gasiderableextenth e aTh & gr oup 6 s
initial pl an was to sai/l dbotwmgoihghteethedbaata st i n ¢
[the next day], we found that the wind had blown it some sixty yards, rolling it over

the rocks and making a complete wreck of i© So t he groupsuclhpat her ed
articles as we thought might be usefdl and r et ur n e dleviseoothdrhe r anc
means to get away

Note: See Appendix formy assessment of 4landinglsitecjustt i on of
west of todaybors Salina Cruz har

Contemporary: February 24/25, 2011

I n mid afternoon on Febr umaobable Anting siterwei ng t o
drove along the eastest coastline towards the west side of Salina Cruz Harbor. We

coul d Bkighdillot hvee rily Howewer trylag/we might, we could not reach the

beach landing site because access to that area was restricted by a combination of the
Mexican military and Pemex, the statened petroleum company.

Note: A significant part of Salina Cruz Harbor is dieated to Mexican Navy ships.
Also, Salina Cruz has become a huge petrolqucessing site with a largesfinery.
There are oil storage tanks all over the hills surrounding the city.

Our next objhlcbdbi veomassht bekgknbkbébi gveuphai gh
nearby ranch. There was a road up the hill, but there was a military instaillatitm a
lighthousei on top of the hill, so access was again denied.

After all our hard work identi fysencgessEugene
denials were a big frustration!

We continued westward and reached Salina del Marques, the unusyabodatting
lagoons that Eugene had described. Our luck was starting to change.
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Then we circled back to Salina Cruz along a ritlgeroad thagave us a good view of
Salina Cruz Harbor from the northwest. There were also viidvesn the same road of
the thick Mexican chaparral that Eugene talked about.

This online phot o t gkidoflafidy otmh & th el ab el iséhvoevst
Eugene Ringds highhiltbi ng sint ¢a.he Tcheentfer of t he
the probable filanding siteo below on the be
Note also the excavated inner and outer harbors in Salina Cruz Bay to the Yigint.
can see the facilities of the Pemex Petroleum Company, including numerous oil storage
tanks on the point of land and the slopes behind. Thesaducing lagoons can be
seen up the coast in the upper left of the photo.

Thisis the militarym st al | at i on andhighhilg bt house atop
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You can see the high salt content in the deposits on the shore of the lagoon.
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Looking south towards the coast from a high ridge you catwseef the salt lagoons.
Also, note the dense Mexican chaparral in the coastal area.

Looking southeast from that same ridge, you can see Salina Cruz Harbor.
Note the coastline continuing eastward and curving to the south,
with the rocky Cerro Mo promontory in the upper left.
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The next morning, driving towards Cerro Morro and Ventosa Bay to the east of Salina

Cruz, we unexpectedly came across a narrow side road leading up to a beautiful, majestic

cross erected atop a high hill in 2004. The @dvwom the cross were fantasticwe

could clarly see the whole Salina CruzaH b o r pointtohlandoi associ ated wi
Eugeneds | amghhiig ,t mantd Ewhgerfie descri bed. We
the entire city of Salina Cruz, noting the swmding hills and numerous oil storage

tanks.

This cross (La Soledad) looks over the city of Salina Cruz.

We took an unmarked, winding, sirdg@e dirt road from the highway up to the cross.

19



Looking southwest from the cross, you can seatiex and outer parts of Salina Cruz
Har bor pointoTlénédd it hat i dentifies EugeHeftofRi ngbds |
t he phothehill oNwi é hiil i ght house atop, and nume:!l

Also taken from the crossdking northwest, this photo shows the
city of Salina Cruz, built among a number of hills.
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Chapter 4

Exploring the Pacific Coast

Eugene Ring: November 228, 1850

Eugene Ringbés party | eft the ranch on foot,
Maria about 35 mil es do wwith faimtehopesotlzasthe al ong

Powhatan had put in there 0 T h erosged some ranges of high hillso f or ded

t h mouth of the Tehuantepec Rived and st op p e dthefindianvilabee ni ght
of SanMateo. 0 The next day the party rewashed San
no port for vessels 0 The group was told that there ol
the I sthmus and then travel remagedbunstegsdo Ver acr L
SanMateq 06 and s pent Caséddel Commgridad 6 nwh éhree At r avel er
put wup for the night. Wh thé remainsof éschurch Mat e o,

that had once been a fine structure 0 The foll owing moreni ng t he
city of Tehuantepec, where they would start their ctefsnus trek. In Tehuantepec

Eugene vipazat o Great Bggardi and near by market, p |

cathedral. Several members of the group began experiencing symptoms of cholera.
Henry Cann died and Captain Reuben Kellogg became too sick to travel.

Contemporary: February 25, 2011

After leaving the hilltop (cross), with the 36@egree views of Salina Cruz, our little tour
group headed east to the Bay of Ventosa, where in the30i@sIHernan Cortes had built

and launched ships to explore the Pacific, and which was surveyed in 1852 as the Pacific
terminus of the tranksthmus railroad. From there we continued eastward, crossed the
Tehuantepec River, and drove on to San Mateo del Ma

Before coming to Mexico, Pat and | had reviewed a few photos, notes, and memories
from an earlier Ringamily trip to San Mated a brief 1993 visit by my sons David and
Steven, and Davidoés wife Cinta, who provided

SanMateo is an Indian village of perhaps 2,000 people, with wide streets and many old,
dilapidated buildings surrounded by walls of sticks/brush or concrete. We even saw a
few stick houses with grass roofs!

We also saw strange peopteversi old trucks wih open beds, filled with standing
passengers. There were speed bumps on every corner.

Many colorfully-dressed women walked around town with their wares balanced on their
heads. Strangely, we saw a lot of dogs, but no cats in the town.
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The Bay of itosa (windy bay) was the early choice for the southern
terminus of the crosksthmus railroad.

This is the Tehuantepec River, looking south, a few miles
from emptying into the Bay of Ventosa.
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Even the smallest of villages on the Isthmus of deteypec have welcome signs.

One of the few stick and grass huts that we saw in San Mateo.
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