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St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

Crusade For Children 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of 

the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  These 

items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of the St. 

Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc.  The Associationôs members are Rick Albers, A. E. ñBillò 

Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al Ring. 
 

The purpose of this ñcollectionò was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews 

Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.  

The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire 

Department, please contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember 

that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to other items such as documents, 

letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We 

realize that many items are not identified and regret that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as 

the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  

The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose 

other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers including 

The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune.  Our appreciation is also extended to the 

various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information. 
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Crusade For Children 
 

Since the fire departments are a service organization, it seems they are always being drawn into other areas of service besides being 
firefighters.  Volunteers are known for their generosity and always seem to lend a helping had. 
 

In 1954 the Muscular Dystrophy Association ask our help in collecting money for their fund.  A few other local fire departments col-
lected, and our department with the help of Zachary Taylor Post 180 of the American Legion formed a group of about 70 men and 
went door to door in our area of the Thanksgiving weekend and collected about $3,250.00. 
 

Again in November 1955 our department along with some other departments in the 
county collected for Muscular Dystrophy. 
 

In 1957 and 1958 we also collected money, and this time it was for Bids for Kids, 
sponsored by WAVE TV and the Louisville Jaycees. 
 

In 1954 Channel 11 WHAS TV, had a telethon to collect for crippled children 
called Crusade for Children.  Chief Ernie Bohlen of the Pleasure Ridge Park Fire 
Department and about three of his men went out and collected about $400.00.  
When they went on the stage to give their money they challenged all other fire de-
partments to bet them next year.  Slowly the departments started collecting money 
each September for the Crusade for Children.  It finally got to a point where the 
firefighters were turning in over one third of the total money.  The early history of 
the Crusade is no longer available, but we know that St. Matthews firefighters 
started collecting in 1955 or 1956 for the Crusade for Children.  There goal was to 
collect money for the crippled children, but an underlying goal was to beat PRP. 
 

Over the years the competition has gotten fierce, with both departments keeping 
there total secret, and raiding each others territories.  The local press and news me-
dia each year plays the competition up, and letter to the editors and editorials are 
not uncommon.  In 1974 the department to control and made a huge effort to beat 
PRP and did. 
 

In the late 1970s the firefighters began to realize that their main effort MUST be 
firefighting, and the crusade was taking a huge amount of time from training and 
firefighting related areas.  They also took into consideration the wear and tear on 
fire apparatus.  Because of this the department decided to continue to always col-
lect of the Crusade, however to mainly restrict the Crusade activities to the Crusade 
week. 
 

The department has participated in the Crusade for Children every year since 1955 
or 1956 to present and have collected over $1,000,000.00.  The above information 
was written in the late 1970s. 
 

In 1969 the crusade moved from September to May. 
 

Bailey Ross was chairman of the crusade in the early 1960s, until about 1967 or 68 
when Al Ring became Crusade Chairman. 
 
 
 
 

December 2, 1954,  The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
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1954 
 

December 15, 1954: 
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1955 
 

July 21, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 21, 1955:  The Voice Of St. 

Matthews:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 24, 1955 

 


