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St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

Maps & Aerial Photos 
 

 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of 

the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  These 

items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of the St. 

Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc.  The Associationôs members are Rick Albers, A. E. ñBillò 

Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al Ring. 
 

The purpose of this ñcollectionò was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews 

Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.  

The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire 

Department, please contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember 

that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to other items such as documents, 

letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We 

realize that many items are not identified and regret that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as 

the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  

The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose 

other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers including 

The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune.  Our appreciation is also extended to the 

various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

Section 4 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note  

 

The following maps and photos are from the chronologi-

cal history sections of STMFD.  They have just been com-

bined in this one section for your convenience. 
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State of Kentucky 

Courtesyðhttp://www.digital-topo-maps.com/county-map/kentucky.shtml 

Jefferson County Kentucky 

Courtesyðhttp://wapedia.mobi/en/Jefferson_County,_Kentucky 
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 STMFD area 
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1919 
 

Location of STMFD Fire Houses & Temporary Quarters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fire Houses 
1.  1919-1924 Elineôs Garage, 3914 Frankfort Avenue 
2.  1925-1942, 109 Breckinridge Lane 
3.  1942-1952, 115 Breckinridge Lane 
4.  1952-1969, 117 St. Matthews Avenue 
5.  1969ðPresent (2009), 4114 Lyndon Wayð- 240 Sears Avenue 
6.  1989ðPresent (2009), 4400 Brownsboro Road  
 
Temporary Quarters 
1.  Ford Model T, A. L. Hansenôs paint shop at 124 St. Matthews Avenue 
2.  Ford Model T, rear Gresharberôs Saloon   and  several other places 
3.  Ford/Seagrave was installed new 1941 at the Ford Agency on the East side behind  double doors.  
4.  White Salvage Wagon was stored on the Monohan Farm about two years abound 1941 and 42. 
 5. Betsy was stored (so we could get to it) at the Pendergrass Chevrolet building by Landor Bowling Alley although it was 
 not called Pendergrass at the time. 1950, 1951 part 1952.    
 6.  Betsy, S-2, loaned to Lyndon Fire Department,  in 1952  after we moved in to our new house. 
 7. Betsy has been housed at Palmer-Ball Asbestos Plant, and at Station 1 and Station 2 of STMFD. 

1 2 

4 

5 

6 

3 

1 

2 

4 

3 

5 

6 

7 



6 

Section 4 

6 

 1919 
 

Camp Zachary TaylorðFire Department 
 

Courtesy http://camptaylorhistorical.org/map/ 



7 

Section 4 

7 

 1919 
 

Courtesy http://hometown.aol.com/chirailfan/louhist.html         Louisville Transit History 
 

NOTE:  Interurban & Trains, were a major part of St. Matthews history also.  They brought lots of peo-

ple to the region.  Though we have no records of ñfiresò involving the line, you can bet with tracks going 

right up the main corridaor and the additional people it also brought problems for STMFD as well as 

progress. 
 

1901 - Electrification of streetcar lines completed. Louisville & Eastern Railroad opens first interurban railway in area, extending 
northeast to Crestwood.  
 

1904 - Louisville & Interurban Railroad opens its first interurban line, east to Jeffersontown. Louisville & Interurban Railroad was 
owned by Louisville Traction Co., a holding company which also owned Louisville Railway Co. Line also opened northeast to Pro-
spect, by electrifying a Louisville & Nashville steam railroad branch. This would be the only standard gauge interurban line in the 
Louisville area, with broad gauge on all other electric railways in area.  
 

1905 - Louisville & Interurban Railroad opens interurban line southeast to Okolona.  
 

1907 - Louisville & Eastern Railroad completes interurban line beyond Crestwood to La Grange. Louisville & Interurban 
Railroad opens interurban line southwest to Orell.  
 

1908 - Louisville & Interurban Railroad opens interurban line southeast to Fern Creek.  
 

1910 - Louisville & Eastern Railroad opens interurban line east to Shelbyville.  
 

1911 - Louisville & Interurban Railroad acquires Louisville & Eastern Railroad.  
 

1928 - Kentucky Carriers bus routes transferred to Louisville Railway Co., with Kentucky Carriers subsidiary remaining only as a 
charter bus operator.  
 

1931 - Interurban line to Okolona abandoned, with Virgil Pierce bus route remaining to provide local service.  
 

1932 - Interurban line to Jeffersontown abandoned. Blue Motor Coach Co. formed, providing replacement bus service.  
 

1933 - Interurban line to Fern Creek abandoned, replaced with bus service operated by Blue Motor Coach Co. Bus service operated 
into downtown Louisville, not carrying local passengers within city.  
 

1934 - Interurban line to Shelbyville abandoned, with no direct bus replacement. Southeastern Greyhound Lines already pro-
vided service along this route, on its route between Louisville and Lexington.  
 

1935 - Interurban line to La Grange abandoned, replacement bus service operated by Chaudoin Bus Lines. Interurban line to 
Prospect abandoned, replaced with Paxton Bus Line route. After World War II, Paxton Bus Line would be succeeded by Goe-
bel's Bus Line, and later Prospect Bus Line. Interurban line to Orell also abandoned, replaced with Louisville Railway Co. bus 
route. Virgil Pierce bus line sold to Blue Motor Coach Co. 
 

1948 - Last streetcars replaced with buses. 
Blue Motor Coach Co. introduces service 
between Louisville and Middletown, over 
objections of Southeastern Greyhound 
Lines, already serving Middletown along its 
route between Louisville and Lexington.  
 

1951 - Trolleybuses discontinued in Louis-
ville. Louisville Railway Co. sold to Louis-
ville Transit Co. Blue Motor Coach Co. dis-
continues Middletown bus route after a 
court battle, leaving Southeastern Grey-
hound Lines as the only provider of service 
along this route.  
 

1953 - Louisville Transit Co. assumes Mid-
dletown service from Southeastern Grey-
hound Lines, after service proved to be inad-
equate and unprofitable for Greyhound. The 
Middletown route was formed by extending 
its St. Matthews Express bus route. 
 
Map of Interurban routs by Jim Herron, 
who developed Streetcars or River City, 
Louisvilleôs Streetcars & Suburban Elec-
tric Railways. 
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 1944 
 

Courtesy, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, Topographic Map of 

Jefferson County, Kentucky, Published by The Louisville & Jefferson County Planning & Zoning Com-

mission, May 1944. 
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 1945 
 

Courtesy http://www.nps.gov/nr//travel/aviation/bow.htm               Aerial view of Bowman Field c. 1945 

Photo from National Register collection, courtesy of Kentucky Heritage Council 
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   1947 
 

April 4, 1947, The Jeffersonian:   
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 1948 
 

March 21, 1948, The Courier-Journal: 

 

Thompson Offers A Plan To Integrate Jefferson Fire Protection      
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 1948 
 

October 1 1948:  The Jeffersonian:   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


