
St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

Honor Roll ð T to Z 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of 

the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  

These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of 

the St. Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc.  The Associationôs members are Rick Albers, A. 

E. ñBillò Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al 

Ring. 
 

The purpose of this ñcollectionò was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews Fire-

fighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.  

The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire De-

partment, please contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember 

that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to other items such as documents, 

letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We re-

alize that many items are not identified and regret that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as 

the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible 

sources.  The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose 

other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers includ-

ing The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune.  Our appreciation is also extended to 

the various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information. 

 



Explanation  
 

First let me apologize for any people that may have been left off the list or any 

inaccuracies you may find in the information provided.  Every effort was 

made to get good accurate information. 

 

Second, if you have corrections, or if you have information/pictures etc. on 

people that would help make these sections better please contact me, Al Ring 

520-529-0910, Tucson, AZ or ringal@comcast.net. 

 

Information in BLUE means the person has passed on. 

 

During the 1980ôs, 1990ôs and later, many people ñsigned upò and took some 

training, but never completed the course and became an official member.  

This has really complicated the list and I am sure mistakes have been made.  

In the full list of members, at the bottom, I have listed many names of who we 

think some of these people are.  Again anyone with more information to help 

clarify this would be appreciated. 

 

We also have tried to make rosters of every year of the department, but again 

we have done the best we can with the information we have, realizing that 

they will never be 100%.  With almost 700 people involved since 1919 it is just 

plain impossible to have everyone and the right dates. 

 

Let me thank everyone who helped on this project which is in the hundreds 

but Jack Monohan must get a special thanks along with Rick Albers, Jordan 

Davis, John Kaster, Kent Monohan, John Volkerding and Joe Wolfe.  



 Richard E. ñHigh Pocketsò Tackett, Jr. 
 

Firefighter June 4, 1968 to 1980 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Born in Madisonville, Kentucky in 1947, Richard moved to St. Matthews in 1963 with his father.  He attended 
Harvey Browne Presbyterian church and graduated from Waggener High School.  Spent some time at Western 
Kentucky University.  Richard has been in the credit and collection both in Kentucky and in Florida where he 
now lives.  He also has been recently in the security business. 

 
 
 

 
 



 James E. ñJimò Tafel 
 

Firefighter 1981 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jim was born December 2, 1952 to Mr. and Ann Ferrero Tafel.  He was raised close to the St. Matthews area.  

He married Nanette C. Tafel in 1976.  They began their married life in Jane Allenôs carriage house in Glen-

view.  After moving to St. Matthews for six years, they move back to Glenview in 1986.  James served on 

STMFD after transferring from Harrods Creek Fire Department in 1981 during that time. He had a wonderful 

time and still have a number of friends that I met during my time with STMFD.  They have three sons, Cody, 

Addison, and George.  James served as a City Safety Director, in the 1990ôs and is connected with Tafel Mo-

tors in St. Matthews. 

 

 
 
 
 



 Ben J. Talbott 
 

Firefighter 1989 to 1993 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ben J. Talbott, Vice President Republic Bank and Trust Co. 3726 Lexington Rd. Louisville, KY 40207. 
 
VP at Republic Bank been here since May 1994. Graduated from U of L, political science, 1992. Graduated 
from St. X 1987. Volunteered at Harrods Creek Fire Department and Jefferson County Sheriff's Dept as well.  
 
 
 



 Michael Gaovanni Tallarico 
 

Firefighter 2007 to 2008    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have very little on Michael.  He was a member of STMFD from 2007 to 2008 and we understand he pres-
ently is a Louisville firefighter. 

 
 
 
       

 



 Alex Tamburro 
 

Firefighter 1989-1991   

 

Alex was born in New Jersey in 1973, moving to Louisville in 1974. Alex grew up in the Greenleaves subdi-

vision off Zorn Avenue and Brownsboro Road, graduating from St. Xavier High School in 1991.  From there 

went to Georgetown University from 1991 to 1995.  After working in Marketing in Atlanta (Coca-Cola) and 

San Francisco (McCann Erickson) for 5 years he attended California Culinary Academy earned an AOS in 

Culinary Arts. He presently is COO at Executive Chef Corporate Culinary Events, Co-owner at Cook Club 

Cooking Parties, providing culinary themed events for companies across the US. Alex resides in San Francis-

co, CA, with his wife Amy (nee Castelano) and has one son Max Michael (2009). 



 Carlo Tamburro 
 

Firefighter Around 1990 to 1993, Firefighter II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Carlo was born in New Jersey in 1972, moving to Louisville in 1974.  He grew up in the Greenleaves subdivi-
sion off Zorn Avenue and Brownsboro Road, graduating from St. Xavier High School in 1990.  From there 
went to Georgetown University and received a BS degree from the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Ser-
vice in 1994.  He is presently Vice-President & General Manager of Williams/Gerard Productionôs DC office, 
concurrently serving as an Executive Producer, producing live events for organizations and corporations 
around the world.  He resides in Arlington, VA, with his wife Kristin Ann (nee Faraguna) and his two children 
Gabriella Mairin (2007) and Dominic John (2009). 



 P. Justin Tamplin, III 
 

Firefighter 1993 to 1998 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Date of birth:  Dec. 7, 1975 

 

Graduated from Kentucky Country Day School, Louisville, KY June 1994 

 

Graduated from Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT. 1998 Since then has resided in Boulder, Co. 

 

Career: Has worked in outdoor education for NOLS (National Outdoor Leadership School.  He has also 

worked in concert production traveling the country in this line of work. 

 

Joined St. Matthews Fire Dept. in Dec. 1993 and resigned upon moving to Boulder in June of 1998.  You 

might mention that he joined his Monohan relatives in the firefighting tradition. 

 

 

 



 Rickie Tapp 
 

Firefighter 2006 to Present (2010) 
 

 
 



 Mark  D. Tarbis    
 

Firefighter (Unknown dates, early 1990s) 
 

We have very little on Mark.  We think he was a member of STMFD in the early 1990s went to Central High 
school and is a member of the Black Mudd band. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 Brian Tarpey 
 

Firefighter 1988 to 1992 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All we have on Brian is when he was a member os STMFD, 1988 to 1992, we think he lived in the Rudy Lane 
area.  His brother was also on the department for a short time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 Kevin Tarpey 
 

Firefighter 1988 to 1991 
 
 
 

We have no information on Kevin except his brother was on the department for a while and Kevin served 
from 1988 to 1991. 



 James ñJPò P. Terry 
 

Firefighter 1939 to August 26, 1966, Lieutenant, Captain, Director 1946 to 1988, Trustee 
 

December 6, 1912 to December 15, 1988 
 
Born in Rochester, Kentucky in 1912. He married Marie Humphry 
in 1938 and they had two daughters.   He opened his Terryôs Tex-
aco Service Station in 1939 and ran it for 33 years.  He was a 
member of five bowling leagues, Lions Club, St. Matthews Busi-
ness Association, and has won many community service awards.  
Mr. Terry joined the department in 1939 and served as firefighter, 
Lieutenant and Captain before retiring in 1966.  He joined the 
Board in 1946 and served until his death in 1988. 
 
August 20, 1980:  The Voice, Terry says ñnoò to retirement, by 
Ruth Mayer:  Is a familiar face of forty years leaving Terryôs Texaco service  
in St. Matthews?  J. P. Terry says ñno.ò 
 

Terry, 67, was born in Rochester, KY.  At one time his father, John Terry sold 
cars for V. V. Cooke.  His mother, Blanche died when he was three years old, 

and he was reared by his grandmother, Bertha Reneer. 
 

Terry graduated from Rochester High in 1932, and for the next seven years, worked as a mechanic 
at the r. L. Dennis Motor Co., in Rochester. 

 

In January 1938 Terry moved to Louisville.  He and his uncle, J. M. Wilkerson, opened a Texaco service station in Shively where 
Terry was manager. 
 

Terry made another change in August 1930.  He bought a station at Frankfort and Sherrin avenues for $400, which he called Terryôs 
Texaco Service.  He was the sole employee, manager and owner. 
 

In July 1942, Terry sold the Sherrin Avenue station and bought another, located at 3800 Lexington Road, from Louis Chilton for 
$1,200.  He now had three full-time employees besides himself.  Their main tasks included washing and greasing cars and making 
minor repairs. 
 

The following thirty-eight years of J. P. Terryôs life were devoted to the success of this station, which he also called Terryôs Texaco 
Service.  From 1950-1970 he had eleven employees.  In the 1950s he sold 55,000 gallons of gas a month.  Terry said some of his 
customers have been coming to his station for forty years. 
The Lexington Road station was opened 24 hours a day until 1973 ñwhen the gas shortage hit,ò said Terry.  The station is now open 
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. closed on Sundays. 
 

In July 1980, Terry made a big decision.  He sold Terryôs Texaco to Charles Parsons Jr., with the understanding that Terry would 
stay on as part time manager.  Parsons resides in St. Matthews and is a graduate of Waggener High School.   
 

Terry stated his health was the main impetus in his decision to sell.  He is a diabetic.  Also his ñknees were tired from the concrete 
floors.ò  Terry further stated even though the ownership has changed, the faces are the same. 
 

Terry will be married forty-two years this August to Marie Humphrey of 
Rochester.  They have two children, Judy T. Smith and Blanche T. Booher.  
Judy graduated from Eastern High, Blanche from Waggener.  The Terryôs 
have four grandchildren.  Although most of her time is spent taking care of the 
home, Mrs. Terry helped with the stationôs bookkeeping for several years. 
 

Terry is also an avid baseball fan.  He played ball with the St. Matthews Mer-
chants in 1939 ô40 and ô41.  His favorite professional team is the Cincinnati 
Reds. 
 

Terry was a volunteer fireman with the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment from 1939 through 1964.  He retired as a captain.  He has served on the 
Fire departments Board of Directors since 1941. 
 

Why has Terry spent most of his lifetime in a Texaco service station?  He said 
he ñalways liked to fool with automobilesò and he ñliked meeting people.ò  
He further stated that he liked Texaco products which he has sold for forty-
eight years. 
 

Terry recently received a forty year award from Texaco, Inc. ï a two-diamond 
and ruby ring. 
 

7/13/67 



 James ñJPò P. Terry 
 

Firefighter 1939 to August 26, 1966, Lieutenant, Captain, Director 1946 to 1988, Trustee 
 

 

July 9, 1970,  The Voice-Jeffersonian: 



 James ñJPò P. Terry 
 

Firefighter 1939 to August 26, 1966, Lieutenant, Captain, Director 1946 to 1988, Trustee 
 

December 6, 1912 to December 15, 1988 
 

 



 Anthony J. ñTonyò Thoman 
 

Firefighter 1980 to 1986 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tony Thoman was born in Louisville, KY in 1959, where he was raised by his parent Pat and Willard 

Thoman. He has 2 brothers Bob Wolf (half brother) and Billy Thoman. He first lived in the West End of Lou-

isville and attended first grade at Saint Columbia. His parents then moved the family to the St Matthews area 

where he attended Holy Trinity Elementary School, before moving on to and graduating from Waggener High 

School in 1977. Upon graduation he attended the University of Kentucky where studied Electrical Engineer-

ing. In 1980 he transferred to the University of Louisville where he majored in Computer Science, taking an 

Associates degree from the Speed Engineering School. Also in 1980 he joined the St. Matthews and spent six 

years serving his community. In 1989 after working for 3 years in a golf club factory he went back to school 

at U of L and completed his Bachelors degree in computer science. Also in 1989 he began working at United 

Parcel Service as a package handler, before moving into the Industrial Engineering department as a Computer 

Programmer. In 1994 he moved to the Information Services department where he remained until August of 

2009.  Tony was also an avid sports nut. He played competitive softball from the time he was 16 until he hung 

his cleats in the year 2000. His teams were considered some of the best in the Louisville area. In 1989 his 

team was ranked as the #2 team in the nation by the United States Slo-Pitch Softball Association. Upon his 

retirement from softball he followed his  brother Billy into Drag Racing where he still enjoys competing with 

his 1997 Pontiac Firebird. The car has been clocked from 0 to 195 mph in 7.05 seconds. Tony still lives at the 

family home in St. Matthews that he inherited in 2007, however does have plans to move to the Mt. Washing-

ton, KY area in the near future. Tony remains single however does have a very close friend who just gave 

birth to a little girl on Aug 24th, 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Charles Thomas 
 

Firefighter 1999 
 

We understand Charles was on STMFD for a very short time in 1999. 



 Robert Thompson 
 

Assistant Secretary and Radio Operator 1961 to 1962 
 
 

 
 

 



 Thom J. Thornbury 
 

Firefighter March 17, 1964, Lieutenant 1967 to July 1, 1968 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thom was born in Louisville, Kentucky, December 20, 1942.  He attended Our Lady Lourdes, Trinity High 
School and the University of Louisville,   He spent 6 years in the Marine Corps reaching the rank of Staff Ser-
geant.  Thom then started his career with Thornbury Toys a well known toy store owned by his family.  Thom 
eventually worked in the southern region at store in Louisville & Lexington, Kentucky, Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana  and Mississippi.  Thom has one son Todd.  Thom retired to St. Matthews but in August 2009 he 
moved to Tennessee to be near his son. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Richard ñRickò J. Tonini 
 

Firefighter April 8, 1972 to 1976, Trustee 1998 to Present (2010) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Born 12-29-52 in Louisville, KY 
 

Moved to St. Matthews at age of 5 
 

My father always had LFD radio through house 24/7 
 

When LFD had large fire I would go with him to the fire. He was a ñhat catcherò for LFD. He spent a lot of 

evenings at Truck 3, Preston and Merritt and rode out with them when they had a run. 
 

I started riding my bicycle to STMFD fire house on St. Matthews Ave. when I heard the siren.  As soon as I 

turned 18 I joined STMFD (1972).  While a member I attended Western Kentucky University, Jefferson Com-

munity College, University of Kentucky and University of Louisville. After I returned home from Lexington I 

took advantage of the Departmentôs program to attend JCC for an associate degree in Fire Science. I was in 

the first graduation class with Russ and Bill Dieckman and the rest. During my last semester I was put on pro-

bation from the department for missing training. My classes (that the department was paying for) was on 

Tuesday night and I could not be in two places at one time.  Chief John Monohan did not accept that excuse 

but did pay for the classes since I got an ñAò in all of them. I purchased a house on St. Germaine Ct (with the 

help of Al Ring) in 1978 and later that year married Denise Davidson.  We had two children, Lauren and Alli-

son. Lauren was killed in an automobile accident while attending Auburn Vet School in 2003.  Allison gradu-

ated from University of Georgia in 2008. 

  

I have been employed at Tonini Church Supply Co since 1967.  I am now a co-owner with my brothers and 

sister.  Denise woks for WHAS Crusade for Children as controller.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Lawrence ñLarryò Trageser 
 

Firefighter   1988 to 1992 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Have very little information on Lawrence.  We believe he was born May 1, 1965 and he served on STMFD 
from 1988 to 1992 and we believe he spend quite some time on the McMahan Fire Department. 



 Thomas Tsueda    
 

Firefighter 1993 to 1995 
 
 
Family is very private, brother William was on at same time.  We think they came in from a St. X Explorer 
group. Thomas did serve in the Army but we understand he is back now. (2010) 

 
 

 



 William J. Tseuda     
 

Firefighter 1993 to 1995 
 

We havenôt been able to find anything on William except his brother was on at the same time, they are from a 
very private family, we think they came in from a St. X Explorer group. 



 John K. ñKintò Tully 
 

Firefighter 1952 to 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I cannot provide official dates, but after hanging around the SMFD for many years, I believe I became an official firefighter when I 
turned 16 in 1951.  I was working for J.P. Terry, and know that we were still at the Breckenridge Lane station.  I moved out of the 
STMFD district in 1961, and believe I left the department in 1962.  I closed out my active fire service time as an elected member of 
the Board for the McMahan Fire Protection District. 
 

I was born in Louisville, Kentucky on February 18, 1935.  I graduated from Eastern High School in 1953, and received my BS from 
Bellarmine College. 
 

I completed my military career in two phases.  My goal was to attend flight school and serve as a fighter pilot in the Air Force.  Be-
cause the Korean War was just ending when I graduated from high school, there were too many military pilots available, so I was 
sent to basic and advanced training in 1953, then transferred to the Kentucky National Guard to await orders to attend flight school.  
When orders finally arrived (several years later), I was married with children.  I declined the flight school (with help from my wife), 
and remained in the National Guard until 1964. 
 

I spent most of my working life with the Ford Motor Company.  Most of the time I was assigned to either the Louisville Assembly 
Plant, or the Kentucky Truck Plant.  I was transferred to the Los Angeles Plant in 1965.  I completed my Ford career at the Ken-
tucky Truck Plant as the Manager of Data Processing.  I took an early retirement in 1991. 
 

I started my own consulting business in 1991, working with several major computer and communications companies in the area of 
customer satisfaction.  I finally officially retired in 2007. 
 

I have been married for 53+ years (all to the same woman Mollie).  We were blessed with 4 children.  John K. (Jack) Tully Jr.; Su-
san L. (Tully) Bleemel; Linda J. (Tully) Sellers, and Michael S. Tully.  Unfortunately, we lost our oldest son Jack to a malignant 
brain tumor in 2000.  Jack was 42, and a Captain on the Louisville Fire Department.  Jack was a volunteer fireman with McMahan 
prior to joining LFD.  He also spent some time working with STMFD during off days with LFD.  Mike was also a firefighter with 
STMFD. 
 

I have many wonderful memories from my time with the St. Matthews Fire Department.  If it were not for STMFD, I would not 
have met my wife! 
 

I donôt remember the actual date, but I think it was in 1953.  The laundry at Lakeland Central State Hospital caught fire on two con-
secutive nights.  I believe it was during the second night that I had my first encounter with the young girl who later became my wife.  
She was a student nurse from Owensboro taking her psychiatric training at Lakeland.  During the fire, Mollie and the other student 
nurses were called in to evacuate some of the patients from one of the buildings.  I was manning a hose at the laundry level when I 
noticed some fire on the roof of the hospital building.  I moved the hose to direct the water stream towards the hospital roof.  Ac-
cording to her story, I almost drowned her and her patient when I inadvertently sent a stream of water through the window.  I donôt 
remember it that way, but she leaned out the window and told me what she thought.  I was impressed enough to go back the next 
day to check her out.  This was a fire that I will never forget!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

Let me share one other memory about the Lakeland fire.  I was a little late arriving at the firehouse, but did manage to jump on the 
truck before getting into my gear.  I finally made it up into the hose bed to get dressed.  You need to think back about fifty-seven 
years to remember the old LaGrange Road!  That was the ride of my life, and most current day fire fighters will never experience 
that type of ride.  I donôt remember who was driving, but I do recall going weightless several times during the trip to Lakeland. 
 

I made many fires that still stand out in my mind.  I recall a fire at the LG&E sub station that is now the corner of Breckenridge 
Lane and the Watterson Express Way.  I donôt recall the date, but it was cold!  I donôt think I have ever been that cold since that 
night.  We have all seen pictures of fire fighters with ice hanging from their helmets.  That night, I experienced that condition big 
time. 
 

You have a picture of me on a ladder during a fire on Brownsboro Road as we assisted Worthington.  As I recall, shortly after that 
picture, the structure caved in, and I fell into the middle of what I thought was a garage.  Fortunately, I was not hurt but my buddies 
had a great laugh as I made it out from the rubble.  I guess my most difficult fire was a fatality at a fire in Rolling Hills. 
 

I believe the men and women I met during my time with the fire department played a major role in my life.  You have to remember 
that I was a 16 year old, wet behind the ears kid.  Some of these men helped me become the person I am today. 
 

The lessons I learned as a team member, I will never forget.  I had the good fortune to serve with, and be trained by some outstand-
ing people.  How could you work with people like John Monohan, Marty Kamer, J.P. Terry, John Kaster, Denny Engnehl, and many 
others without becoming a better person from the experience?  For the most part, these were all men of integrity.  We worked hard, 
but we played just as hard at the proper time! 



 Michael S. Tully 
 

Firefighter 1987 to 1991 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was born in Louisville on July 11, 1967.  I am a graduate of Waggener High School and Bellarmine College 

(University now).  I have worked for 20 years at Louisville Metro Government as a Information Systems Su-

pervisor for MetroSafe (10 years), I worked for Jefferson County EMS before merger for 10 years.  My Fire 

service includes McMahan Fire, St. Matthews Fire and Middletown Fire Department. 

 

I have been married going on 18 years in May (2010).  My Wife's name is Shannon.  I have 4 children. Tren-

ton who is 14 is a Freshman at Trinity High School.  Brett is 10 and in the 4th grade at Ascension Elementary, 

Ashton, who is 6 is in kindergarten at Ascension Elementary, and Emmalee who is 4.  She is in pre-school.  



 Robert F. Turner 
 

Firefighter 1955 to 1956 
 

We haven't found anything on Robert F. Turner.  He served on the department from 1955 to 1956 and our reg-
istration book showed him at 203 Ahland Road, BE-7858 and that he resigned was written by his name. 
 

 



 Thomas Ulliman 
 

Firefighter 1986 (around) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tom was born near Cincinnati, Ohio graduated from Ohio State where he met his wife Nora.  They had two 
children, Andrew who graduated from University of Louisville is an engineer and Jennifer is attending Uni-
versity of Kentucky (2010).  Tom is with a private plastics company and he handles the transportation of 
about 4000 railroad cars for them.  Tom served with good friend Brian Martin around 1986, may have been a 
it longer. 
 
 

 
 

 



 Alan D. Unthank 
 

Firefighter 1978 to 1983, Sergeant, 1992 to October 2009 except for one year    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Born in Louisville October 3, 1955, spent my childhood in Cherrywood Village where I attended public 

schools, graduating from Waggener High School in 73. I joined in the Navy right after high school and was 

there trained as an electronics technician spending my enlistment stationed in Antarctica for three tours. I re-

turned to Kentucky after being discharged and purchased a house in St. Matthews, and a year later, in the fall 

of 78, joined the volunteer fire department there. During the next five years I was an active member attaining 

the rank of Sergeant before leaving in 83. In 1992, when the department came under new leadership, I re-

joined and except for one year when I resided out of the district, have been part of the volunteer force, going 

on 20+ years of service.  Left the department in October of 2009, married and moved to Indiana. 

 
 
 



Ron D. Unthank 
 

Firefighter April 12, 1974 to 2002, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Trustee, 1991 to 1993 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron was born February 21, 1953 in Louisville, Kentucky.  He is a St. Matthews boy and has lived near the 
area all his life.  His brother and nephew have also been members of STMFD.  Ron has spent most of his ca-
reer with American AirFilter and is presently manager, AF-Manufacturing Engineering for them. 
 

 
 
 

 

Ron D. Unthank 
 

Firefighter April 12, 1974 to 2002, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Trustee, 1991 to 1994 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ron was born February 21, 1953 in Louisville, Kentucky.  He is a St. Matthews boy and has lived near the ar-
ea all his life.  His brother and nephew have also been members of STMFD.  Ron has spent most of his career 
with American AirFilter and is presently manager, AF-Manufacturing Engineering for them. 
 

 
 
 

 



 Ty Unthank 
 

Firefighter  2009 to present (2010) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ty was born in Louisville, KY June 19, 1990 and graduated from Ballard High School being a St. Matthews 
boy.  He is presently attending the BCTC at Lexington Kentucky (2010) and is a volunteer with STMFD.   
 
 
 

 



 Jeremy R. Urekew 
 

Firefighter 2007 to 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jeremy was born August 21, 1983 in Peterborough New Hampshire.  He has a bachelors in business and is a 
rope rescue technician, swift water technician, trench rescue technician.  He served with STMFD from August 
2007 to November 2008.  He is presently a volunteer at Middletown Fire Department and works at Anchorage 
Fire department as a paramedic. (2010) 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=513967792


 Richard N. ñRichò Vail     
 

Firefighter 2002 to  2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Richard was born in Louisville, Kentucky March 20, 1984, went to Louisville Collegiate School and then Uni-
versity of Louisville.  Has been a firefighter with STMFD, Harrods Creek and North Oldham fire departments.  
Presently part of the Public Safety Department with the Louisville Regional Airport Authority in Louisville, 
Kentucky. At the present time Richard is not married (2009).   

 
 
 



 William C. ñWillò Vail    
 

Firefighter 1996 to 2000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Will was born in Louisville, Kentucky August 24, 1978.  He went to Louisville Collegiate School, Washing-
ton Lee University and University of Kentucky Law School.  He presently is a practicing attorney at the firm 
of Fisher & Phillips, LLP.  Will is married to Beth and at the present time have no children (2009). 

 
 



 Christopher W.  Verdi      
 

Firefighter 1989 to 1994 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chris is a 1991 graduate of Trinity High School.  He joined and served on STMFD from 1989 to 1994 with 
his brother Marc.  He is married to Lizzert Verdi and is a part time sergeant on McMahan Fire Department 
and a Captain on the Louisville Fire Department. 

 



 Marc Verdi           
 

Firefighter 1991 to 1994 
 
 

Marc would prefer not provide any information on himself. 



 Steve Vickers  
 

Firefighter  (unknown date) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We have no information on Steve at all.  We donôt even know when he served but we think in the early 
2000ôs.  This is all we have. 
 
 



 Darryl Vidor    
            

Firefighter October 1992  
 
 

We think Darryl served only a short time in 1992 on STMFD. 



 Oscar Voit 
 

Firefighter  (Unknown dates) 
 

We believe Oscar was born in Louisville, Kentucky December 14, 1911.  We think he died November 3, 1988 
in Jefferson County Kentucky, 40214.  He was listed in our old registration book at 3722 Lexington Road, TA 
7907.  He was also listed in the 1949 Caronôs directory as a mechanic at Hands Motors in Buechel.  We think 
he might have been an auto mechanic at one of the dealerships on Lexington Road while on the department. 
 
 

 
 



 John Karl Volkerding 
 

Firefighter May 1978 to present (2010), Crusade for Children Chairman, Trustee                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 24, 1993:  by Kristin Searfoss:  Kiwanis Club names volunteer firefighter of the year.  The Kiwa-
nis Club of St. Matthews presented Lt. John Volkerding the 1992 Outstanding Volunteer Firefighter of the 
Year award for the St. Matthews Fire Protection District on Tuesday, March 23, at the St. Matthews Commu-
nity Center. 
 
The recipient of the annual award is chosen by fire department colleagues.  Volkerding, a 1977 Waggener 
High School graduate, received a plaque and gift certificates. 
 
ñHe is dedicated to the fire service,ò Chief Bill Seng said.  ñDay or night, heôs there to answer the call for 
emergencies.ò 
 
Volkerding, who is a sales representative for General Rubber & Plastics Co., has served the St. Matthews fire 
department since 1978.  At the time he joined the department, he was a student at Eastern Kentucky Universi-
ty.  On Saturdays, he came home to train at the fire station. 
 
Over the years he has advanced through the ranks of firefighter and sergeant.  In his current rank, he is respon-
sible as a company commander and a training officer for the fire district, which has 45 volunteer and 17 paid 
firefighters. 
 
One of his most notable achievements throughout his career as a firefighter has been his interest in the Cru-
sade of Children held every year in June.  Volkerding has been the crusade chair person for St. Matthews sev-
eral times and holds the position for 1993. 
 
Seng said Volkerdingôs ñstrong commitmentò to the Crusade was one of the reasons he was chosen to receive 
the award. 
 
Volkerding, his wife Mary and their two children live in Woodlawn Park. 
 
 
August 2009ð 
John was born August 7, 1958, Graduated Eastern KY University BBA (1981), Married Mary Resiter and has 
two daughters, Kathryn age 22 and Lauren age 20.  Employed by General Rubber & Plastics Since 1982.  
Joined the department in May 1978.  John has been in charge of the Crusade for Children drive for many years 
for the department.  He also has served for 10 years as a Trustee and four of those years as Secretary of the 
Trustees. 



 Oscar C. Von Allmen 
 

Firefighter March 11, 1958 to August 16, 1966 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oscar was born in the Portland area 
of Louisville, Kentucky, May 3, 
1924.  He attended St. X and Bellar-
mine and got a degree in business ad-
ministration.  While in St. Matthews 
he lived at 4027 Hycliffe Avenue (Tw 
6-8762) and St. Germaine most of the 
time. Most of his career was at vari-
ous business in Louisville in business 
administration.  Oscar was married to 
Mary Pat and they had four children, 
Chris, Gail, Stuart and Laurie.  He 
presently (2009) lives in southern In-
diana. 
 
 
 

September 12, 1957, The Voice Of 

St. Matthews:   Edited 

 

 

 



 Herbert L. ñLeeò Wahlstrom 
 

Firefighter August 25, 1964 to August 30, 1966 
 

March 18, 1935 to July 7, 2007 
 
 

Lee Wahlstrom, 72, of Eugene and formerly of 

La Grande, died July 7 of cancer. Memorial ser-

vices begin at 11 a.m. July 14 at the First Chris-

tian Church in Eugene. Graveside services will be 

held at 11 a.m. Aug. 2 at the Milton-Freewater 

Cemetery. 

Lee was born March 18, 1935, to Theresa and 

Herbert Wahlstrom in Superior, Wis. He married 

Carol Hodgen June 20, 1959, in Milton-

Freewater. 

Lee graduated with a bachelor of arts degree from 

Northwest Christian College and received a mas-

ter's of theology from Lexington Theological 

Seminary. He was an ordained minister for the 

Disciples of Christ, a paramedic and a lifetime 

volunteer fireman and chaplain in La Grande 

from 1976 to 1997. 

Lee was a member of the La Grande Lions, the 

Emerald Empire Kiwanis Club in Eugene and the 

First Christian Church in 

La Grande and Eugene. He was a singer with the 

Eugene Gleemen. 

Survivors include his wife, Carol Wahlstrom; 

children, Larry Walhstrom and Eric Wahlstrom 

of Eugene and Jane Grodem of San Carlos, Ca-

lif.; siblings, Jerry Wahlstrom of Buckley, Wash., 

Sandie Smith of Auburn, Wash., and Francine 

Rouse of Puyallup, Wash.; and two grandsons. 

Memorial contributions may be made to First 

Christian Church. 



 John Walker 
 

Firefighter   1996 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We think this may be a photo of John, and we know he was a recruit in 1996, but that is all the information we 
have on him. 
 
 



 Jerry Wallace    
 

Firefighter 1981 
 
 

We show a Jerry Wallace on our roster in 1981 and that is all we have been able to find about him. 



 Michael ñMikeò Wallace     
 

Firefighter September 1983 to December 1983 
 

All we have on Michael is his service time in 1983 with STMFD. 



 Kevin Walley 
 

Firefighter    1981 to 1983, Lieutenant 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rick Albers supplied this information:  Kevin Walley, Kevin was on in the early 80ôs.  He was a paramedic 

for Louisville EMS and had been a volunteer firefighter near Pittsburgh PA for a long time before coming to 

Louisville.  He was a crazy character.  He was a Lieutenant at STMFD for awhile.   He used to come into the 

firehouse rec room each morning when he got off work from EMS, to eat breakfast.  Heôd show up with a 

jumbo size box of Cheerios, a half-gallon of milk, two bananas and a ñsalad serving bowl.ò  He would sit 

down at the table, dump the whole box of Cheerios in the bowl, peel both bananas and slice them on the cere-

al, pour in the whole half gallon of milk and then dump about İ pound of sugar on it and proceed to eat the 

entire thing in one setting. We would all stare in amazement!!  When he finished, he always washed the dish-

es, wiped off the table & threw the empty cereal box in the trash.  This ñroutineò went on for quite awhile and 

this guy wasnôt the least bit overweight or anything.  I remember he was a hell of a good firefighter.  He lived 

with Opie (Bob Howard) & Greg Kennedy in a rental house on Staebler.  I remember riding a shift with him 

and Les Bandy on a Louisville EMS ambulance one night.  They worked third shift.  They were stationed at 

Engine 17 on Garland Ave.  We made a bunch of runs but the crazy part was when they drove through the 

back alleys behind Garland and Grand and those streets doing about 70 mph in the ambulance.  Then theyôd 

open both the driver and officerôs doors whenever there were garbage cans too close to the alley and hit them 

doing 70 and send them sailing up into the air.  They were NUTS!!  They also drove up onto the Clark Bridge 

& took an oxygen cylinder, turned the valve on full and tossed it into the river just to see what it would do.  It 

spun around a few times and floated for awhile and then sank.  I remember when I got home from that experi-

ence I said ñnever again.ò  Kevin moved away and left EMS and STMFD but Les Bandy stayed on at EMS.   

 



 John Walling 
 

Firefighter December 21, 1974 to 1986, 1992 to December 2001, Sergeant, Captain  
 
 
 
 

March 26, 1997:  The Voice-Tribune, by 

Chris Wooton:  John Walling, Larry Al-

vey win Kiwanis fire, police awards.  All too 
often good deeds go unnoticed.  But on March 18 St. 

John C. Walling of the St. Matthews Fire department 

and Detective Larry Alvey of the St. Matthews Police Department received the St. Matthews 

Kiwanis Clubôs Outstanding service Awards for their tireless efforts to keep the community 

safe. 
 

According to St. Matthews Fire Chief Bill Seng, Walling, who first joined the St. Matthews 

Fire Department in 1974, was chosen by his fellow firefighters to receive this yearôs award 

based on his outstanding participation and acts of courage. 
 

ñWe (the fire department) all work hard and train hardò said Walling, who has amassed more than 3,000 training hours and averages 

more than 60 percent response to fire alarms and emergencies.  ñFirefighting is something that just comes naturally to me.  I grew 

up with it.  But any one of us could have been named as outstanding achievers.ò 
 

Wallingôs father, Maj. Robert C. Walling, was a St. Mathews firefighter from 1956-74.  ñHe takes his role as a volunteer firefighter 

very seriously,ò said Seng.  ñYou can count on Sgt. Walling to respond to fires at 6 or 7 in the evening or 3 and 4 in the morning.ò 
 

When not fighting fires Walling, 40, is the safety director for Koetter Construction of Floyds Knobs, Ind.  He is also a Kentucky, 

Indiana and nationally certified emergency medial technician and a member of the Jefferson County Trench Rescue Team. 
 

The rest of the article is on Larry Alvey and not included here. 

 

November 26, 1997:  The Voice-Tribune, by Chris Wooton: St. Matthews area volunteers honored at 

breakfast.  Fourteen civic-minded citizens were honored at the St. Matthews Community Pride Breakfast on November 19, at the 

St. Matthews Womenôs Club.  The event was sponsored by the St. Matthews Area Business Association (SMABA). 
 

John C. Walling, Kiwanis Club of St. Matthews:  Kiwanis Club of St. Matthews and St. Matthews Area Business Association are 

proud to honor veteran firefighter Sgt. John C. Walling, who has been named St. Matthews Fire Protection Districtôs 1997 Firefight-

er of the Year.  Walling has more than 15 years of service with the district since first joining in 1974.  In the years prior to 1974, he 

spent much of his time with his father, the late Maj. Robert C. Walling, ñresponding to alarms or just being around the fire station.ò 
 

ñMany of my earliest and most vivid memories of my father revolve around being a firefighter,ò said Walling.  ñI grew up thinking 

that the Fire Service is what you do ï a way of life.  I still believe that.  I have a 5-year-old son that enjoys being around the fire 

house as much as I do.  There will be a Walling associated with this fire district for many years to come.ò 
 

Walling is attached to the districtôs training division and spends a great deal of time working with the recruit program and continu-

ing education of the more experienced firefighters.  He is also a Kentucky, Indiana and nationally certified EMT and a member of 

the Jefferson County Trench Rescue Team.  Since 1974, he has amassed more than 3,000 training hours in many subject areas and 

averages over 60 percent response to fire alarms and emergencies in the fire district area. 

 

He and his wife Susan of 18 years and son Sam live in Beechwood Village.  He is the safety director for Koetter Construction of 

Floyd Knobs, Inc., where he also functions as human resources, government and public relations manager. 



 Robert C.  ñBobò Walling 
 

Firefighter June 25, 1957 to July 1974, Lieutenant 1959 to 1961, Captain 1961 to 1973, 
Assistant Chief 1973 to 1974, Director 1970 to 1972 

 
June 4, 1926 to November 1, 1993 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Born in Louisville June 4, 1926.  He attended 
Christ The King grade school and Manual High 
school.  He joined the Air Force, December 8, 
1943 and became a Test Engineer on B32ôs and 
an Air Flight Inspector for Air Transport.  Com-
pleting his obligation to the Air Force June of 
1946 he went to work for Breaux Ballard, a 
Dodge dealership in Louisville.  While their he 
learned the parts business and then moved to L. J. 
Hannah, Dodge Dealership in the parts depart-
ment.  He then joined the Gill Mueller Auto 
Sales and Service  where he stayed 19 years until 
being bought out by General Auto Sales who he 
stayed with.  He joined the department as a fire-
fighter in 1957, served as a firefighter, Lieuten-
ant, Captain and Assistant Chief in 1973, before 
leaving the department in 1974.  Mr. Walling 
served on the Board from 1970 until 1972.  Bob 
died at age 67 in Lee, Florida November 1, 1993. 

 


