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This is one of many sections that <cont
pictures, etc. They have been coll ect ¢
were coll ected, organized and entered

of many friends and fellow firefighter
All graphics have been i mproved to mak
should remember that many came from co
other 1T tems such as documents, | etters
I's provided whenever it was availabl e.
gret that we werenoét able to provide t
not i1identified, 99% of them woul dTheavEc
-Journal, TheokowinsA\ioficle IhifEc mmelso0ons.

Pl ease use this information as a refer

for any purpose other than a reference

|l f you have additional I nformation on
me ( Al Ring) at ringal @comcast. net.




Expl anati on

First | et me apologize for any peo
i naccuracies you may find in the
made to get good accurate informat
Second, I f you have corrections,

people that would help make these
529208910, Tucson, AZ or ringal @com

|l nformation in BLUE means the pers
During the 19800s, 199006s and | at e
training, but never compl eted the
This has really complicated the |
Il n the fulll | i st of members, at t
think some of these people are.

clarify this would be appreciated.

We al so have tried to make rosters
we have done the best we can with
they wi ||l never be 100 %. Wit h al
pl ain i mpossible to have everyone

Let me thank everyone who helped on
but Jack Monohan must get a speci al
Davis, John Kaster, Kent Monohan, J




Phil A . | wan

Firefighter December 19, 1961 to

Born Oct 27 1927 Louisville, Ky
Education St. Anthony grade school 8 years
St. Xavier high school 4 years

MI LI TARY
USCG Air Sea Rescue No. Atlantic
Married
Nov. 1949 to Joyce to Jan. 1997 When she passed
3 children Mike, Helen [deceased May, 2009] Car
Empl oyment
American suppliers 17 years.
Retired GE appliance park Nov. 1991

At present at Bob Hook Chevrolet 12 years




Erich Jackson

Firefighter 1992

short time on STMFD in 1
graduate of the Universi
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Sean Jackson

Firefighter 1998 to 1999

Al | we have on Sean is his dates of service o




William B. ABillyo Jacob

Firefighter 1998 to 2002

i ami FIl orida February 3, 1978
Posglervice career started at a
a year. From there | started

for LowWi7svill laean Fmarrea i 2ap & rot
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John W. AnBudo Jansen
Firefighter 1941 to 1951

o] i s he came back fr
Chi ) He was marri ed.

acon ere the parking 048
i ec of 1942. The 1950¢
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Ronald Javins
Firefighter 1978
January 26, 1951 to June 18

Ronald was born Louisville, Kentucky, Januar
Kunker . They had two children, Gregory (also
"Hunter" JavinBall Rlomad e rfammr aGlTendal e Opt i mi
some bowling | eague at Ten Pin Lanes for sev
championship sfomeheofmpmitliyitowo resulting
ed with the WHAS Crusade for Children wRODhat
al so a Vietnam Veteran. He was referred to
ting on the front porch watching out for neig
ing in the electric trouble department of L




hi
one

N e
el
p

j

i
u
tor
wa s

R

N

(o]

$1,500
of

me ni nwa rtkiesr sdireesc aaltl
ec
n

Jennemann

0
ngitis
r
a

t
Davi d
dr eam
d
r

goal
me n i

0]

t

t o

up agai n,
of wup
passi oAwdroki

i s

e!

S
but had
year book
n a whi

"' B

hi

from bacteri al
February,

n.

N . Jennemann
19914
4 1973
P sSs
joini
-eamerogad n chye
bac
h e--i mrcd |
son
agai n.
t his
ps
realizing
Cal i f.
his senior
around once
i n
executive
| ai

starting
n

an
ar s hi

of

be
schol ar shi
|

four
lcontracted

Br
Firefighter
after
di ed
t o
after
n Oakl and,
|l ook

and

December
an

ng

excited

t his

mont hs
as
nitial_
year
mont hs
born
football

mer ger
complications

runni

Oélwrui_r,mraSIc hol

staff
Jennemann
t he
ebs

s o

1/ 2

of

K-NJEUVE t

r

e

t

af
i svi
k .

t een-aBgaran
t
Ui
e

WHAT WE
Services
Beginning

T
n T

Jennemann

22 years.

rtner . @)
meningitis.

y1
r
pa

cal

c ©
e Rl )

n
M

S
e
meni ngococ

s

I c
S

t
i
i

t hfe
vigil 0
us, '
|l ocat i

of
di fficul

Tr ai ni-lB)ge cSuwcthiov

of
sympt oms

organi zed

and

a
one
a
Bank

i ts
s
had
rd

he'
espaeasambdichi whgoacachol a
Thi

nfl ammati on
of
msel f

h i
Paramedi c

Some

EMS wor kers
Fi fth

n

friend,
any

.

——

at

Jennemann
or

county
Heh'ed rt lcei r
Brian
of fice

ng,
o the
kson's

~wor KHer s

mor ni
nations t
becca Jac

. B F

0
e

o




Darl ayne Davi

S

Jewel

Firefighter 1982 to

|
1985

Born in Louisville KWentuctky Alhex aR. olkéynedy |l @l. ement ary
School and have attended both U ofl lLammsd a¥Q@C,ngb wtg ah anw @
a degree in Library Science with an emphasis on

My dad, Henl ey Pharris, was a retired
from Engine 3/ Truck 10 on Dutchmanods

Wor kK: have been a telephone installer

Public

City of Loui slvao

for

Lane.

AT&T,

owner of my own | awn business; and now work as

on STMFD from 1982 to 1985 and was

el ected

an

secre

been married and diviboyfedi ¢ wd cef anHe ¢wass F%®cyea

for 40 years or more and it finally

I have one chil d, Jai me Green who, as
Enf orcement Of fli chearv,e Ohnrei sg r@Grnedecnh.i | d,
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granddaughter

know,

caught wup.
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Dave

Firefighter

L
7 et et

S

“WHERE'S THE FIRE . . . Fireman Dave Jewell is at the wheel of
“Betsy™ the St. Matthews Fire Department’s oldest engine,

Community Series, No. 6

Fire Departmcnt Protects
Growing St. Matthews Area

by Margaret Hummel

St. Matthews Voluntee:
Fue Department has seen the
span of years transforming St
Matthews from a sleepy potato
growing village into a bustling
Iittle city. The St, Matthews de-
partment was officially incorpor-
ated as a non-profit organization
Dec. 19, 1810, Soon afterwards, a
Model T engine equipped with
three forty.-gallon chemical tanks
was purchased and kept in the
show windew of Eline's garage
where most of the 12 firemen
were mechanics

Late in 1930, a 500 gallon per
minute pumper was ordered to
replace the original Model T. This
piece, affectionately called “Bet-
sy,” was sold to the Lake Dream-
land Fire Department but the St
Matthews department has retain-

The

D0D MARKET

od
runs

In 1941, Jolin Monohon was ap-
pointed chief of the department, a

“Belsy" and

her on the

Ses

pusition he cwrently holds. The
property on 117 St Matthews
Avenue was purchased n 1952

with comipletion of the new sta-
tion in September of the same
year

The initial radio equipment was
bought in 1854, making the de-
partunent the first in Kentucky to

have such apparatus
The fHiremen ami chief serve
entitely without pay and the

money which is received of their
gervices 15 used for new equip-
ment The charge for fire service
per year is one-tenth of ane per-
cent of the assessed property
value. To non-subscribers there
is 4 $100 fee per hour and per
piece of equipment used.
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Jef ferson
Traffic Co
ant, Major
marri ed an
Matt hews a

May 10, 1962



2005
for a
of

0]
designations

t

“
*
-

20014
part ment

D. Johnson

Chad
Firefighter




2002
Fl
mar

S

3,
is Orl ando,
He i
2003.

Johnson
1991.

October

chael

Mi
Firefighter

-

—




Scott M. Johnson

Firefighter 2002 to 2005

was a 2002 recruit and after graduati o
i empl oyed. (Oc
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Tony Justi

ce

Firefighter 1979 to 1983

Tony was born January 9, 1961, in Louisville
went to many classes at JCC. Tony is marrie
child Gracie Justin. Tony works at Ford Motor




Kael i n Jr .
July 2009 to (pr
Mar
rsit

Ant hony

Mar k

Firefighter
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Thomas J. ARnTomo Kael in

Firefighter August 13, 1974 to 1

‘ Jim's Body Shop, 1946 Jim’s Body Shop, mid 1960’s




Dave Kamer

Firefighter

JuneS2dgedv4 Caplké€

Born in Louisville he joined the Department i
fact that his father had been on the Depart me
ot her firefighters prompted his joining the ¢
fire service and moving up in the ranks as h
preplans, then | worked as a training office
form the Department so | had to step down to
spent with the St. Matthews Fire department b
t hat you get knowing that you helped to prot
al so returned to the department and we served 0
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I Hillﬂrd 'uum a

jthe: change when it felt: thai the
| more: slrenuous

-be. hanrdled-betier by a “yonnger
man,” Alr, Hum will retain his
old title, _hn“evcr and avill assist
1in - administrative functions.
- ‘As assistant fire chicf, Knmer
Aawil) be  Chief John  Monehan's
nghi-hand man In complele opera-
tions both ‘at the station and  at
the scene of fires. Upon his ap-

work on his predecestor and said
‘thal he “would to'the best of (his)

--&bl]ll]

s the aetive assist-
Cant 1o the Chief. The beard made.

and hazardous du.’
i ties of assistant Fire (‘hmr conld .

‘pointment, Mr, Kamer praised the.

of the ‘pressures ‘on the Chief in

“protecting the 11\'09 ami propuu_

'Df the ‘community.’

Mr, Kamer,
'T‘tre Dep'artrrents Fold
started putling out fires when he'
was 18, In 1854, he was captain

of the departmnnl and is current. |
1y vice-president of the ‘Vulun:err
: .I-‘lrcmens Association. - :
A graduate of Loulsville M.ﬂe

High School in 1837, Mr, Kamer

is employed by the Kroger Co, He
{is now ‘manager of the St. Mat-

thews store on Lexington Road.

u-mpt m zphevp mmr.-

who s cnc nf The
‘timers,"

He is married and has five chil- |

dren, three girls and two boys. The,

Kamers live at 4103 Hillsboro Hd Lo

AMartyo

Li
c |

1995,
Publ i

1918

Born n Lo

l'y Trinity Grade Sc
of Mal e High School
tended Spencerian

joined the Kroger

school , and became
store at 3717 Lexi

the United States

Over 50 years in t
partmentodés fire Ser

Martin A. Kamer Sr.

KAMER, MARTIN A. SR., 90, of Louisville, passed away Sunday, November 23, 2008.
Mr. Kamer managed the old Kroger store in St. Matthews for over 23 years and
retired from Kroger after 40 years of employment. He served the St. Matthews
community for over 50 years, as a St. Matthews Volunteer Firefighter, Asst. Fire
Chief and Fire Inspector. Mr. Kamer drove for Funeral Auto Company after his
retirement from Kroger. He was an Army Veteran having served during World War II,
a member of the Gruetli Helvetia Society and Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church.
He is preceded in death by his wife of 66 years, Louivinia L. Dietrich Kamer. He is
survived by two sons, Marty A. Kamer Jr. (Sissy), of Lakeside Park, KY, and David A.
Kamer (Tamra) of Louisville; three daughters, Patricia A. Berry (John), Janice M.
Nordmann (John) and Mary Margaret Pierce (David), all of Louisville; 15
grandchildren and 33 great-grandchildren. His funeral Mass will be celebrated noon
Wednesday, November 26, 2008, Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, 508
Breckenridge Lane with burial to follow in Louisville Memorial Gardens East. Visitation
will be from 2-8 p.m. Tuesday, and after 9 a.m. Wednesday, Ratterman Funeral
Home, 3711 Lexington Road. Expressions of sympathy may be made to the WHAS
Crusade for Children.




Bernard J. Kar em
Firefighter January 11, 1966

November 27, 1943 to Februar

February THAE€ouniBRRr, JOir tBaedrrnyaar d James Kar em,

died Saturday at Audubon Hospital

He was owner of Bernie Karem Meats in St. Ma t
Survivors include his wife, the former France
Kar em,; his father, Louis P. Karem; and three

The funeral wil/ be at 10 a.m. Tuesday at St.
al i n Calvary Cemetery.

Visitation wil/ be at Pearsondés, 149 Breckenr
The family requests that expressions of sympa

ety.




Firefighter

John

August

V. Kast e

1, 1944

r

to 1966

Fire-fighting is exciting but

it's serious work as well

Fire-fighting s a lot more
serious for John Kaster than Jt
used' to be, P

When he was a boy and would
follow the Bt Matthews fire

Anclher exciting one was the
busning of the old Ford Motor
Co, where Congolidated Sales
now ls. Cars on the second story
were fumbling through to the

Vohmnqnmm' fo
the fire m
lmll

'Bystand
pmy nm

trucks on his bike, a fire was ground floor end gas tanks were luluuld.

all excltement and fun, Now that fir
hk-ve.&.‘umrtz.m.mm-""“‘"“",,. gt:u"" "
thews Volunteer e it to M
ment, the fun Iy umwdw- The most Inconvenient fire was uoa:l‘un.h e bdp -

sense of responsibility.

The most exclting fire he re-
members was the burning of the
old A & P slore, wherv Byck's

the one ot the old Walser Bulld-
Ing three yesrs ago on New
Year's Eve. Some of the firemen

-u Bt. Maithews
d&u‘mu::hmmhdhhm

:

now is. about 14 He Wwere still in thelr party clothes ‘D3t Mr. Kaster & only 30 years
went hl'n \rm: lh: ;; .?u.?u a and 4 ‘hb'd‘ battled Mlvrlll’ sgainst ::‘w"g;.b:'h:m the g:
they found mselves audnn €. young
and ducking as the beal possible for him “"‘ that :

Not only had there been a 20-

despite his very youthful appesr-

LK

1,..

the canned goods and they

minute delay before the alarm
fo pop.

message was delhered to tho

ance, -
The department lists him l""
having 10 years of service, But .
he's actually been making mnr_:
since he was a boy. On several
oec when he was in
sixth grade at Greathouse
be spran
the mid
of the fire bell, and
the fire trucks sboard
“When 1 was five
old, I'd hear that

rrreNty

Eoa
ilil

outside,. | B
wonwlrorllwlnthoiy;“
off we'd go. In those days, there
weren't many homes here and
you cuuld 1ee fire for five or six
miles away,” .

Lrtan

| He was born and ralsed
,Gnndview Avenue, Bhd.d. R.E.
Kaster, still Nves there

e St

alsc o member of the
John's more serious sbout

YRR REN TN IS

8‘

thews Volunteers.

Department was organized
‘l‘:.lobl'lrher:;:’ been only one really
ablin ury.”

That 'ou\und several weeks
| ago when Phil ‘Schnelder, Jr.,
| broke his foot, fighting the recent
fire at the 0 .hun..

Mr. Kmvr‘l mo bas
centered around St Im
belongs to Bethel E & R Church,
He lives and works st 204 Beeche
wood Road, and Is a ‘former
trustee of the City of Woodlawn
Park.

Despite the hct that he dida't,

in program, -

Matthews Little League
lor‘!vaynn.ladlnmﬂ“b'

Hl nﬂuulad Oumu School,

Manual High, and the un!vq-mr
'of Kentu He and his

'the former Jean lltnnl of uli-
field and Lexington, have cae son,

| Jobn, Jr., 7. " Sventonm

i |
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Al vin G.

Firefighter

1918 to

-

I n the early days of the d
not AOfficial 06 members of
Note from ®R@amph, KRampf and
me mber s It was a matter
most of the time because
fire house (1 remember t
My big memory of the Aunof
Ri dgeway avenue between We
heard the siren bl owing.
fl ames | icking the sky.
was a tot al |l oss due to a
Gus al ways smoked a corn
hung in the closet at nigh
chewing on the match head
Alvin Kempf "Al"

JEFFERSONVILLE KEMPF, ALVIN "AL," 91, passed away Tuesday, April 28, 2009, at Rolling Hills Health Care.
He was born in Louisville, KY, a 1952 graduate of the University of Louisville, a retired accountant for Reynold's
Aluminum, a member of St. Augustine Catholic Church and a World War Il veteran. He was preceded in death
by his wife, Mellanie Kempf, a daughter, Robin Stewart; and a grandson, Trent Osborne. He is survived by a
son, Mike (Colleen) Kempf, two daughters, Sherry (Tim) Osborne and Donna (Tom) Cull; a brother, RE (Martha)
Kempf, four sisters, Mary Jean Kempf, Margaret Bode, Ginger (Don) McKune and Ruth Kempf; four
grandchildren, Jason (Tina) Osborne, Holly Langness, Heather (Quincy) Johnson and Heidi Stewart; and 11
great-grandchildren. Funeral service will be held 10 a.m. Friday, May 1, 2009, at St. Augustine Catholic Church
in Jeffersonville, IN, with burial in Queen of Heaven Cemetery. Visitation will be held noon-8 p.m. Thursday, April
30, 2009, at Scott Funeral Home's North Chapel. Expressions of sympathy may be made to the American Heart Association or
Hosparus of Southern Indiana. Envelopes will be available at the funeral home.
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K &y at Southern Hi
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August

of

tor Mra. Cart Kempl §r

Baptist Hospital East

She was the tormer Eieanar Momm-
reh, and had lived in St
since the turn of the Century Her lattier
hed built the house on §!

Avenue

War Mathers

t he

depart ment

She was a member of the American
the Third Order ol St

¢

I William Joseph Kempf,
Firefighter (Not an officia
15, 1915 to October
Mar ch 2T helovadBi,ce

Mrs. Carl Kempf Sr. dies

Funreal sarvicas were hald Monday
Feb. 27 &t Moly Trinity Catholic Church
B8, ot 157 5t
Matthews Ave She died Friday af

Feangis  and  the  Amercan
Aauxittary Post 180

Lagian

Sureivors nciude sever Cart
Kemp! Je , of Smyma Ga, Raymondg
$.. Awin G, John T, Ralph, Alvin G
andd Payl B five daughlers, Miss Mary
J Kempt Mrs Pat Sublivan, My Ruyth
K. Weibelt Mre. Margarst Bode and
Mis  Viginia McKune, 39 glandohi
cren. and 22 geeat-grandchildogn
Bueia! was in Calvary Cematery

sons

Matthews
Matthews

t her e wer e

Carl William Joseph Kempf Jr., former

| Sj « football coach and woodworking teacher
gh School, dies at 84 /273"

Carl William Joseph Kempf

Jr.; 84, of Smyrna, Ga., died
Saturday, Oct. 30, 1999, in
Atlanta.
"~ Mr. Kempf, a native of
Louisville, formerly lived on St.
Matthews Avenue and was the
oldest son of Eleanor and Carl
Kempf Sr.’s 12 children. He
attended Holy Trinity School
‘and duPont Manual High
School, where he played full-
back on the football team.

He attended Eastern State
Teachers College, now Eastern
Kentucky University, where he
also played football and
received his bachelor’s degree
in education. He was married
the morning of his graduation
in 1940. In 1950, he received
his MBA degree from EKU.

" He coached football and
taught woodworking at South-

~ ern High School.

He was a retired finance
department employee of Lock-
heed-Martin Aerospace in
MariettaGayy when ‘e
worked 28 vears & former
coach and teacher at Marietta
High School, a founding mem-
ber of St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Marietta, and a

y e i f member of International Wood-

79

crafters Society, Atlanta Wood-
working Guide and American
Music Instrument Collectors
Association.

He served in the U.S.: Navy
during World War II and saw
action as a gunnery officer in
the South Pacific Theatre.

Survivors: his wife, the for-
mer Anna Marie Margittay;
sons Ralph Edward “R.E.”,
Richard, and Robert Kempf, all
of Atlanta; daughters Mary
Jean, Kathryn and Marilyn
Kempf, all of Atlanta; brothers
Raymond, Alvin, and Ralph
Kempf, all of Louisville; sisters

‘Mary Jean Kempf, Margaret

Bode, Patricia Sullivan, Vir-
ginia McKune and Ruth
Weibel, all of Louisville; and 10
grandchildren.

A funeral Mass, officiated by
the Rev. Richard K. Tibbetts,
was held at St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Marietta with burial
in Kennesaw Memorial Park in
Marietta. Mayes Ward-Dobbin

Puneral-Home in Marietta

handled the arrangements,

A memorial Mass is sched-
uled to be held Friday, Nov. 12,
at 7:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity
Church in St. Matthews.

J
| n

30,




John Thomas AJacko Kempf

Firefighter 1943 to 1947

September 3, 1925 to Decembe

Past and present members of the St, Matthews Volunteer Fire De-
F' ’ partment positioned themselves on and around the stations' 1931
iremen s pumper for this photo at their first reunlon, held last Saturday ac
the Zachary Taylor Post of the American Leglon. The reunion
2 Included a plcnic and baseball game. From left, John Kempf,
rel“"on Henry Kennedy, Raymond Young (former chief), Hyron Martin,
Richard C. Herdt (former asst, chief), Charlie Hahn, John Wester-
man, James P, Terry (former captain), John \. Monohan (pre-

sent chief), and Bernie Handel,

e know John | i ke the other K
e went to Holy Trinity Grade
ar | and El eanor Kempf were w
ohn Monohan for a while th
i me and then opened his ow
arvester as a Pyrotechnici
nd it bl ew. He was thrown
l osion to avoid further inj
as in Louisville at 8800 M
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Joseph L. AJoed Kempf

Firefighter 1944 to 1953
May 19, 1923 to October 22,

Note from Ralph Kempf, (2009), The A & P gro

of WWI I Late one cold night it went up in
time of pumping water on the fire, Joe and a
the store. A high shelf gave way and tossed

er firefighter, |l anding in the very cold wate
]other firefighter with peas.

We know John |l ike the other Kempf boys grew

t hews Avenue, was a typical boy of the ti me.

ity Grade school, then Manua High School. His parents Carl and

El eanor Kempf were well know in the St. Matthews
with STMFD from 1944 to 1953 and also served on
Department . Joe was a whisky salesman and after
mer ci al kitchen equipment salesman. He | ived w
Virginia Avenue, and the had 5 children,
Bruce, Barbara, Al @ Gene and Jul i e.
Joedbs daughter (Ba s) served for a
whil e as STMFD assi retary. |




