
St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

1919 to 1992, Board Documents 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of 

the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  The-

se items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of the 

St. Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc.  The Associationôs members are Rick Albers, A. E. 

ñBillò Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al Ring. 
 

The purpose of this ñcollectionò was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews Fire-

fighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.  

The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire De-

partment, please contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember 

that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to other items such as documents, 

letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We real-

ize that many items are not identified and regret that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as the 

newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  

The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose 

other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers includ-

ing The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune.  Our appreciation is also extended to 

the various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information. 
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June 11, 1919, Articles Of Incorporation Of The St. Matthews Voluntary Fire Association 

Whereas the citizens and residents in, and around, St. Matthews, Jefferson County Kentucky, desire to provide more ade-
quate facilities for the protection of their property in the event of fire; 
 
Now the undersigned do associate themselves together to form a corporation for such purpose. 
 
I.  The name of the corporation shall be St. Matthews Voluntary Fire Association. 
 
II.  The principal office and place of business of said corporation shall be St. Matthews, Jefferson County, Kentucky. 
 
III.  The purpose for which this corporation is formed is to provide way and means to protect the homes and property of the 
citizens and residents in and around St. Matthews in the event of fire and to establish and maintain an organization for such 
purpose.   
 
IV.  Said corporation shall have no capital stock, and the funds necessary for the purchase and maintenance of the equip-
ment and appliances for fire protection, and the expense for the carrying out of the purpose of the corporation, shall be by 
voluntary subscription:  No private pecuniary profit shall be derived from said corporation, and no charge shall be made for 
any services rendered by it. 
 
V.  The names, and places of residence of each of the incorporators are; 
 
  John Bohlsen   St. Matthews, Ky. 
  Henry Bauer   St. Matthews, Ky. 
  G. W. Fiske   St. Matthews, Ky. 
  Wm. Rueff   St. Matthews, Ky. 
  F. X. Schuler   St. Matthews, Ky. 

A. C. Green   St. Matthews, Ky. 
Wikkiam Will   St. Matthews, Ky. 
Alex Staebler   St. Matthews, Ky. 
A. W. Bauer   St. Matthews, Ky. 
A. J. Eline   St. Matthews, Ky. 
P. G. Rueff   St. Matthews, Ky. 
Robert H. Nanz   St. Matthews, Ky. 
C. T. Dick   St. Matthews, Ky. 
J. F. Roopsby   St. Matthews, Ky. 
E. E. Crock or Brooks  St. Matthews, Ky. 
 

VI.  This corporation shall commence business upon the date of the filing of these articles and shall continue for Twenty (20) 
years thereafter. 
 
VII.  The affairs of the corporation shall be conducted by a Board of Seven (7) Directors to be selected upon its organization, 
and then annually thereafter on the First Wednesday in July of each calendar year.  Said Board of Directors shall elect from 
their number a President, Vice President, secretary and Treasurer whose duties shall be prescribed by the By Laws of the 
Association.   
 
VIII.  The highest amount of indebtedness, or liability, which said corporation shall at any time incur is Two Thousand 
($2000.00) Dollars. 
 
IX.  The private property of the incorporators and subscribers shall not be subject to the payment of the debts or liabilities 
of the corporation. 
 

In Testimony of all which witness our signatures this June 11, 1919. 
 
John Bohlsen, Henry Bauer, G. W. Fiske, Wm. Rueff, F. X. Schuler, A. C. Green, Wm. Will, Alex Staebler, A. W. Bauer, P. 
G. Rueff, A. J. Eline, Robert H. Nanz, G. T. Dick, L. F. Roopsby, E. E. Brooks. 
 

State of Kentucky, County of Jefferson 
 
I., W. P. Shouse, a Notary Public in and for Jefferson County State of Kentucky of certify that the foregoing Articles of In-
corporation of St. Matthews Voluntary Fire Association were this day produced to me in my County by John Bohlsen, Hen-
ry Bauer, G. W. Fiske, Wm. Rueff, F. X. Schuler, A. C. Green, Wm. Will, Alex Staebler, A. W. Bauer, P. G. Rueff, A. J. 
Eline, Robert H. Nanz, G. T. Dick, L. F. Roopsby, E. E. Crook the incorporators whereof and that they did each sign the 
foregoing articles of incorporation in my presence and acknowledged same to be their lot and deed, and consented that same 
be recorded. 
 
In testimony of which witness my hand and material seal this June 11, 1919.  My commission expires April 12, 1923. 
 
Recorded June 12, 1919. 
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December 20, 1939: ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF THE ST. MATTHEWS VOLUNTEER 
FIRE ASSOCIATIONðRewrote Articles of Incorporation.  



KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 
 

That whereas the citizens and residents in, and around St. Matthews, Jefferson County, Kentucky, desire to provide more 
adequate facilities for the protection of their property in the event of fire, do associate themselves together for the purpose of 
forming a corporation under the Laws of the state of Kentucky, and in accordance with Section 073 Edition of 1936, Ken-
tucky Statutes. 

ARTICLE I 
 

The name of the corporation shall be St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association. 
 

ARTICLE II 
 

The principal office and place of business of said corporation shall be St. Matthews, Jefferson County, Kentucky on Breckin-
ridge Lane. 

ARTICLE III 
 

The nature, business, object and purpose proposed to be transacted, promoted and carried on the corporation are: 
 

To protect the homes and the property of the citizens and residents in and around St. Matthews in the event of fire and to 
establish and maintain an organization for such purpose. 

 

ARTICLE IV 
 

The said corporation shall have no capital stock and the funds necessary for the purchase and maintenance of the equipment 
and appliances for fire protection, and the expense for the carrying out of the purposes of the corporation, shall be by volun-
tary subscription.  No private pecuniary profit shall be derived by said corporation; provided, however, in the event any non-
subscribing person or association or corporation may desire the services of said St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association, the 
said association may charge for the actual expenses incurred by the association in putting out a fire or in assisting to put out 
a fire or in attempting to put out a fire  In such event the corporation may send a bill to any such person, association or cor-
poration for the expenses incurred. 
 

ARTICLE V 
 

The names and place of residence of each incorporators are as follows: 
 
 Thomas Dobson, Thierman Lane, St. Matthews, Kentucky 
  Dr. J. E. Winter, 125 Wiltshire Avenue, St. Matthews, Kentucky 

Joseph B. Zehnder, 201 Meriden Avenue, St. Matthews, Kentucky 
William Smithson, 262 Chenoweth Lane, St. Matthews, Kentucky 
Edwin W. Davis, 406 Wendover Avenue, St. Matthews, Kentucky 
Louis H. Schweitzer, 227 Cornell Place, St. Matthews, Kentucky 
W. Jesse Ogden, 3900 Frankfort Avenue, St. Matthews, Kentucky 
Fred C. Boss, Lyndon, Kentucky 

ARTICLE VI 
 

The said corporation shall commence business as soon as permission is received from the Secretary of State and shall contin-
ue twenty years, unless same is dissolved by the incorporators. 

 

ARTICLE VII 
 

The affairs of the corporation shall be conducted by a board of not less than three, nor more than nine directors, elected at 
the annual meeting at the office of the corporation, on Breckinridge Lane, in St. Matthews, Jefferson County, State of Ken-
tucky, on the second Wednesday of July 1940 and the said second Wednesday of each July of every year thereafter.  The di-
rectors elected shall hold their office until their successors shall have been elected at any regular or called meeting of the in-
corporators or voluntary subscribers, until the directors are elected, and the signers of those Articles of Incorporation shall 
have the  direction of the affairs of the corporation, and shall take such steps as are necessary to carry on its business.  The 
officers of the corporation shall consist of a president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer.  All of which officers shall be 
elected at the directors meeting to be held as soon after the incorporators or voluntary subscribers meeting as practical and 
shall hold these offices for a period of one year and until their successors shall have been elected at any regular or called 
meeting of the board of directors.  The Board of Directors may elect any on or more of its members to any one or more of its 
offices.  The duties of the various officers shall be prescribed by the Board of Directors 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
 

The highest amount of indebtedness which the said corporation may at any time incur shall not exceed $2,000.00. 
 

Private property of the incorporators and voluntary subscribers shall not be subject to the payment of the corporate debts. 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF WITNESS OUR SIGNATURES, THE INCORPORATORS, THIS THE 20 day of December, 
1939.   D. J. E. Winters, Fred C. Boss, W. Jesse Ogden, Jos, B. Zehnder, Thomas L. Dobson, Edwin W. Davis, Louis H. 
Schweitzer, William Smithson. 
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