Bri ef Hi st ori es | |
Jeffersontown FIT

one of many sections that <cont
et c. They have been coll ect
organi zed and entered into al C
and fellow firefighters.
I graphics have been i mproved to make
ould remember that many came from copl
her i1items such as document s, l etters,
provided whenever It was availabl e.
at we werenodot able to provide this I
enti fied, 99% of them woul d havlehet oC
urnal, TheokowinsAoioficle® lhiEc amesons.
ease use this information as a refere

y purpose other than a reference tool
you have additional i nformation on J
ease contact me (Al Ring) at ringal @c




Jefferson County Fire Pr

April 2DhelBd2i sNieli lgaabDibmedMd &e Munson: SPE




Jef fer son

ry :2Téh,e 1C9e8udruirenrably
y t he--Fbheast dfegpraritemsesnt s

Vawneineer
becoming bigger,

County Fire Pr

firefigh

Volunteer firefighters
may be giving county the best for less

FIRE PROTECTION IN JEFFERSON COUNTY
A comparison of 22 volunteer departments

and the city of Louisville department.

1980

Insurance Fire

rating®* runs

LOUISVILLE 2 10,867

Volunteer departments

HARRODS CREEK 5 213
WORTHINGTON 8 177
LYNDON . 5 331

| MIDDLETOWN 4 293
ANCHORAGE 6 47
ST. MATTHEWS 5 371
EASTWOOD 7 58
McMAHAN 8 165

| JEFFERSONTOWN 8 285"
| CAMP TAYLOR 6 247
| BUECHEL 5 389
BLACK MUDD 4 435
FERN CREEK 6 258

| HIGHVIEW 8 287
OKOLONA 6 667
EDGEWOOD 7 236
FAIRDALE 6 419
SHIVELY 5 364
DIXIE SUBURBAN 8 102
LAKE DREAMLAND 8 270
PLEASURE RIDGE PARK 5 1,013
SOUTH DIXIE 8 240
Total fire alarms 8,867

Volunteer City of
departments** Louisville
Firefighters 1,400 517
Primary fire trucks 174 36
Firehouses 45 23
Square miles protected 310 65

**including Shively, which is a mostly paid department.

*The lower the number, the better the rating.
In outlying areas of many fire districts, the
rating reaches 9 because of lack of water
or distance from a firehouse.
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- JEFFERSON COUNTY’S
- FIRE DISTRICTS
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1. Anchorage 8. Fairdale 15. McMahan

2. Black Mudd 9. Fern Creek 16. Middletown

3. Buechel 10. Harrods Creek 17. Okolona

4. Camp Taylor 11. Highview 18. Pleasure Ridge Park
5. Dixie Suburban 12. Jeffersontown 19. St. Matthews

6. Eastwood 13. Lake Dreamland 20. South Dixie

7. Edgewood 14. Lyndon 21. Worthington

STAFF ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE DURBIN
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Jeftersontown

Huge family farms, buffalo, Linn Station fort
marked landscape; diseases delayed growth

By M. DAVID GOODWIN/Staff Writer

Jefferson County

Old World War |
weapons rimmed the
roof of the
Jeffersontown
Municipal Building in
the 1920s. The first
floor was used as a
fire station; upstairs
housed City Hall and
a library.
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URING the mid-

1700s, the Jefferson-

town area sat on the

crest of a hill over-

looking crystal-clear
streams that meandered through
the area. Before white settlers ar-
rived, Indians tracked through the
foliage stalking beavers, elk, bears,
wild turkeys and wildcats.

But the mainstay was buffalo,
which dominated the region and
blazed many of the trails that Vir-
ginia surveyors and settlers would
later follow.

“At one time we had the most
buffalo herds of any state in the
Union,” said local historian Rudy
Schooling, a descendant of the
Tyler family, one of Jefferson-
town's first families in the 1780s.

More than 200 years later, Jef-
fersontown is considered one of
Kentucky's fastest-growing cities.

It's a life far different from the
one known by Hanah Severns Linn,
one of Jeffersontown’s earliest set-
tlers, according to records from the
Virginia State Archives in Rich-
mond.

Before her marriage to Benja-
min Linn in 1778, she lived on a
tract near the present site of the
Stony Brook Shopping Center on
Taylorsville Road at Hurstbourne
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Blackacre
Nature

Lane. After their marriage, the
Linns received 400 acres from the
Virginia land commission. (Ken-
tucky was then part of Virginia.)
They later built Linn Station, a fort
where settlers sought refuge from
Indian assaults.

Within a few years, the area was
beginning to thrive. Settlers arrived
from Virginia, Pennsylvania and
Maryland to purchase land, build
log cabins, start plantations and
open businesses. By 1790, Indian at-
tacks had diminished, and nearly
30 families had moved to the area.

“You find that the very earliest
settlers in Jeffersontown were of
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Scotch-Irish descent,” said Robert
Jobson, of Marlin Drive and author
of “A History of Early Jefferson-
town and Southeast Jefferson Coun-
ty.” “Usually the Scotch-Irish were
followed by the German-Ameri-
cans.”

Early settlers included the Hites,
Tylers, Oldhams, Chenoweths,
Leathermans, Fredericks, Funks,
Bruners, Stuckys, Blankenbakers,
Hokes and Yenowines.

These families began to establish
a commercial district that revolved
around four churches, two tanner-
ies, a teamster and a tailor shop.

Edward Tyler Sr. was 62 when
he moved his family from Pennsyl-
vania in 1780. Tyler’s three sons —
Moses, William and Robert — set-
tled in the Jeffersontown area
while he moved to Louisville and
operated a tavern.

After his tavern burned down in
the 1790s, the elder Tyler retired to
Jeffersontown. He and his sons es-
tablished farmsteads about a half-
mile from one another.

Today, the 600-acre area —
called Tyler Settlement Rural His-
toric District — is used for agricul-
tural purposes. The settlement, east
of Jeffersontown, still has several
of the Tylers' original log cabins
and barns.

A large portion of the Tyler set-
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Wells Pharmacy was
one of the early
businesses in
Jeffersontown,
locating at Main and
Market streets.
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This farmhouse is
among the buildings
at the Blackacre
Nature Preserve, a
170-acre tract used
for environmental
educational
purposes by
Jefferson County
public schools.
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tlement is known as the Blackacre
Nature Preserve, a 170-acre tract
used for environmental educational
purposes by Jefferson County pub-
lic schools.

By 1794, the Shepherd family
owned several thousand acres
along Floyds Fork. Peter Shepherd
was a private with Gen. George
Rogers Clark's force when he se-
cured the Northwest Territory.

For his help, Shepherd was given
several thousand acres, including
the land that became Bullitt Coun-
ty. Shepherd never lived in Jeffer-
sontown and opted to settle in the
Bullitt County region. Shepherds-
ville is named for Shepherd's son
Adam, who surveyed the area.

Peter Shepherd gave a few thou-
sand acres along the Chenoweth
Run creek to sons Adam and Mi-
chael. The brothers deeded about
500 acres of timberland near Bear-
grass Creek to Col. Frederick Gei-
ger in 1794. That same year Geiger
sold 122 acres to Abraham Bruner.
It would be within Bruner's 122
acres that Jeffersontown proper
would be laid out three years later.

On May 5, 1797, five settlers peti-
tioned Jefferson County Fiscal
Court to form a town, naming it for

Fi

iTrh et iCralqruirenrghl@ BB i cati on

then-Vice President Thomas Jeffer-
son. Jeffersontown was incorporat-
ed minutes after Middletown was
awarded its town charter.

After receiving the charter,
Bruner surveyed 40 of his 122
acres and established 120 lots, four
streets (Main, Market, Water and
Sheiby streets) and four alleys
(Bruners, Grape, Peach and Wa-
ter), which became Jeffersontown.

Up until 1825, public records and
many inhabitants interchangeably
referred to the area as Bruner-
stown and Jeffersontown.

Jobson said many German-
American settlers wanted the town
named after one of their own,
Bruner. But the majority of the
first settlers were from Virginia
and thought it only logical that the
town be named after the illustrious
statesman.

During the early 1800s, Jeffer-
sontown was the center of a thriv-
ing agricultural area whose fertile
soil produced bumper crops of
fruit, vegetables, tobacco and
grain. Several farmers also operat-
ed dairies and small businesses.

By 1840, Jeffersontown had 12
churches, 20 taverns, two schools
and 350 residents.
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The taverns played a vital social
role.

“It was the area information cen-
ter, where one could discuss the
latest news of national and local in-
terest,” Jobson said in his book.
“On its doors the city fathers post-
ed newly passed laws and election
announcements.”

For a time, disease delayed the
town’s development. When drink-
ing wells were installed in the
1800s, residents fell victim to ty-
phoid fever and flux. Jobson said
barns and outdoor toilets drained
into wells and cisterns.

“They didn't know what the
sewage could do to their drinking
water,” he said in an interview.

In fact, the sewage lines weren't
corrected until the 1920s, Jobson
said.

By 1822, cholera had hit.

Lillie E. Levi, who lived in the
area, said in a 1909 paper she
wrote for the Filson Club that chol-
era threatened to devastate the en-
tire county.

Two men, John Muster Jr. and
James Harrison, were the only
“good Samaritans ... who tended
the sick, made the coffins, dug the
graves and said a ‘God be with
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thee' as each neighbor and friend
was laid to rest,” Levi wrote.

“The towns were practically de-
serted and there were few ones left
to care for the sick. business [sic]
was suspended and those who were
able to leave the plague-stricken
district fled for their lives.”

The early 20th century witnessed
the formation of several new eco-
nomic and cultural institutions. The
Jefferson County Bank organized in
1904. The Jeffersonian newspaper
was founded in 1907. Jeffersontown
High School opened in 1912.

The coming of the Interurban
electric streetcar line in 1902
strengthened Jeffersontown's ties
to Louisville.

Marcia Horton, 73, of Maple
Road, remembers riding the inter-
urban to Louisville for 60 cents.

“When I started going to U of L I
would hop on the train every day,”
Horton said. “You could catch it
anywhere along Taylorsville
Road.”

Probably the most distinguished
regular passenger was Henry Wat-
terson, editor of The Courier-Jour-
nal. Watterson moved to his coun-
try estate, Mansfield, on Watterson
Trail in 1896. He was a regular pa-
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tron from 1904 until his death in
1921.

The interurban lasted until 1932,
when it was displaced by auto-
mobiles. Schooling said he and his
parents rode on the interurban’s fi-
nal run through Jeffersontown.

“We knew it was going to be the
last trip so we got on it at Grand
Avenue and rode it up to the main
square in town,” he said.

In the 1940s, much of Jefferson-
town was still considered a rural
area, with fewer than 1,000 resi-
dents. In 1950, the county Board of
Education closed Jeffersontown
High School and bused white stu-
dents to Eastern, Fern Creek and
Seneca high schools. Segregation
was still in effect and black stu-
dents continued to attend Jeffer-
sontown Colored School, which
closed in 1961 and now houses
Standard Electric Co., at 10400
Shelby St.

During the 1950s Jeffersontown
started to grow, largely because of
General Electric’s Appliance Park
near Buechel. Subdivisions began
to creep across the agricultural
landscape, and by 1960 more than
3,400 people lived in the city.

Suburbanization accelerated dur-
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ing the 1960s with construction of
Interstate 64 and the development
of Bluegrass Industrial Park. The
high school was reopened. And by
1970, Jeffersontown’s population
had reached 9,700.

Growth continued unabated dur-
ing the 1970s and 1980s as new sub-
divisions, apartments and condo-
minium complexes, and shopping
centers mushroomed along the
Taylorsville Road and Hurstbourne
Lane corridors. Population stood at
nearly 15,800 by 1980.

Today, Jeffersontown’s popula-
tion is about 24,700, based on city
tax rolls. It's the second-largest city
in Jefferson County and the 14th-
largest in Kentucky based on 1986
population figures.

As the city continues to grow,
Mayor Daniel Ruckriegel said, it's
going be tougher to retain much of
the rural past.

“I remember when there were
nothing but farms and dirt roads
out here,” said Ruckriegel, who
lives in a restored 18th-century
home. “But for the past 20 years
Jeffersontown has been growing.
And sure I miss the past, but I also
like the way Jeffersontown is head-
ed.”
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Henry Watterson,
editor of The Courier-
Journal, moved to his
country estate,
Mansfield, on
Watterson Trail in
1896. His
descendants were
still living in it when
this photo was taken
in 1956. The house
was extensively
damaged by fire in
1975 and torn down
around 1980.
Watterson Woods
subdivision now
exists on the
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