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Brief Histories Of  

Dixie Suburban, Lake Dreamland & St. Helen/

Shively Fire Departments 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, 

pictures, etc.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were 

collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of many 

friends and fellow firefighters. 

 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader 

should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to 

other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. 

is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified and regret 

that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not 

identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-

Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 

 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for 

any purpose other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

If you have additional information on Lake Dreamland & St Helen/Shively departments that 

you would share, please contact me (Al Ring) at ringal@comcast.net. 
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Jefferson County Fire Protection Areas 
 

April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 
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Jefferson County Fire Protection Areas 
 

January 26, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Jay Lawrence:  Volunteer firefighters may be giving the 
county the best for less--Fire departments becoming bigger, more professional:  
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Jefferson County Fire Protection Areas 
 

1993 
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
Dixie Suburban Fire  Department Started  1953: 

 

Courtesy Chief Tim Robbinsð 
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
April 3, 1953, The Jeffersonian: 
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
Courtesy John Bailey, St. Matthews Fire Department sold to Dixie Suburban 2636 in 1993.  Apparatus 

bought in 1989.  It became 3039ð 
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
Courtesy John Bailey, St. Matthews Fire Department sold to Dixie Suburban 2636 in 1993.  Apparatus 

bought in 1989.  It became 3038ð 
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
From St. Matthews Historyð 
June 11, 1988, Contract for New Gator apparatus, replacing 2636, and being called 8836: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note from Rick Albers October 2010. 
 
This picture is from Chief Tim Robbins at Dixie Suburban FD.  It is the former STMFD Engine 2636, the late 80ôs vin-

tage Gator Fire Apparatus 1250 GPM pumper. STMFD bought it new when Frank Florence was Chief and later sold the 

truck to Dixie Suburban in the mid 90ôs.  It is now Engine 3038.  The unique thing about it is that the pump is mounted all 

the way at the rear of the apparatus.  You have to open a roll-up compartment door to get to the pump panel.  Also, the 

preconnected hose lines come off the back of the rig too.   
  
The original pump was made by American Godiva but they are long out of business.  So is Gator Fire Apparatus.  The 

pump went bad a few years back so Chief Robbins found a Darley pump that would mate up with the transmission and 

had it installed.  It has worked fine ever since.  Gator was only in business a few years.  This apparatus is a rare example 

as only a half dozen or so like this one were ever built.  Most of them were in service in Pinellas County Florida area.  
  
This one continues to serve Dixie Suburban as their second-out piece.  
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
March 23, 2005, The Courier-Journal, Final Saluteð-Sgt. Andre Miguel Ellis 
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
Courtesy http://www.supportingheroes.org/index.php?section=memorial&page=hero&hid=2 
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
Courtesy John Bailey, 5536 (McMahan) now 3036, Pierce  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Engine 3031, 2006 HME Ahrens Foxx, 11500/800/30, Dixie Suburban Fire District, KY 
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
Courtesy http://www.supportingheroes.org/index.php?section=memorial&page=agency&aid=3 
Various photosð 
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
Courtesy http://www.supportingheroes.org/index.php?section=memorial&page=agency&aid=3 
Various photosð 
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 Dixie Suburban Fire Department 

 
Courtesy Google, 2011 


