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FIRE PROTECTION IN JEFFERSON COUNTY
A comparison of 22 volunteer departments

and the city of Louisville department.

1980

Insurance Fire

rating®* runs

LOUISVILLE 2 10,867

Volunteer departments

HARRODS CREEK 5 213
WORTHINGTON 8 177
LYNDON . 5 331

| MIDDLETOWN 4 293
ANCHORAGE 6 47
ST. MATTHEWS 5 371
EASTWOOD 7 58
McMAHAN 8 165

| JEFFERSONTOWN 8 285"
| CAMP TAYLOR 6 247
| BUECHEL 5 389
BLACK MUDD 4 435
FERN CREEK 6 258

| HIGHVIEW 8 287
OKOLONA 6 667
EDGEWOOD 7 236
FAIRDALE 6 419
SHIVELY 5 364
DIXIE SUBURBAN 8 102
LAKE DREAMLAND 8 270
PLEASURE RIDGE PARK 5 1,013
SOUTH DIXIE 8 240
Total fire alarms 8,867

Volunteer City of
departments** Louisville
Firefighters 1,400 517
Primary fire trucks 174 36
Firehouses 45 23
Square miles protected 310 65

**including Shively, which is a mostly paid department.

*The lower the number, the better the rating.
In outlying areas of many fire districts, the
rating reaches 9 because of lack of water
or distance from a firehouse.
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1. Anchorage 8. Fairdale 15. McMahan

2. Black Mudd 9. Fern Creek 16. Middletown

3. Buechel 10. Harrods Creek 17. Okolona

4. Camp Taylor 11. Highview 18. Pleasure Ridge Park
5. Dixie Suburban 12. Jeffersontown 19. St. Matthews

6. Eastwood 13. Lake Dreamland 20. South Dixie

7. Edgewood 14. Lyndon 21. Worthington

STAFF ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE DURBIN
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Di xi e Suburban Fire Depart ment Started 1953:

Courtesy Chie&f Tim Robbins

DSFD History

Dixie Suburban Volunteer Fire Department was formed in 1953 after the City of Shively
absorbed the Saint Helens Volunteer Fire Department and advised the people outside the city
limits that they would no longer respond to their homes.

Dixie Suburban Volunteer Fire Department began operation with a pumper the members built
out of an old engine they had acquired from West Point and a newer truck chassis. The first
station was a member’s garage on Heaton Road. They bought a new pumper from Central Fire
Apparatus of Saint Lewis in 1953 and housed it in a garage at the Jefferson County Home For
the Aged, also known as the alms house, which was located where the Southland Terrace
Shopping center now stands.

In 1957 Dixie Suburban Volunteer Fire Department Made application to the City of Shively
zoning board to build a fire station on donated property on Matheis Lane near Dixie Highway.
The Application was denied. The decision was appealed to the Board of Adjustments and
Appeals of the City Of Shively based on the assumption that the decision had no basis in law.
That appeal was also denied. A Subsequent lawsuit rendered a judgment for the Dixie
Suburban Volunteer Fire Department allowing them to build a building on the Matheis lane
property.

Having failed in their effort to stop the construction of the Fire station near Dixie Highway, The
City of Shively offered a parcel of land in Shively Park with the additional enticement of
providing utilities if Dixie Suburban would build their instead of on the Highway. Dixie Suburban
Agreed and the members built the first real fire station where all of the equipment could be
housed and an office could be built.
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Final Salute
Firefighters, family pay tribute to sergeant who died in drill

By Gregory A. Hall
ghall@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Two rows of firefighters lining a sidewalk saluted
yesterday as pallbearers removed the casket of Dixie
Suburban Sgt. Andre Miguel "Mike" Ellis from St.
Stephen Church.

The casket was placed in a hearse for the ride past
Davis' firehouse on the way to the cemetery, where he
was buried in his uniform.

Ellis, 39, died last week after he collapsed while
running through a proposed agility exercise that he was
testing for the department. The cause of death was heart
disease.

"Mike packed a lot of living into a few years," the Rev.
Billy Hollins said in his eulogy, telling family and
friends gathered at the church in western Louisville that
they were blessed to have known Ellis.

Ellis, a training officer, had joined the suburban
department in 1997.

"Treasure the good memories of Mike," Hollins said.
"Treasure those fun times with Mike and learn how to
laugh a lot as Mike did as he lived his life serving

others."

At the beginning of the church service, his family,
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Wednesday, March 23, 2005

Firefighter Andre Migue! *Mike" Ellis' wife,
Sharyea Eliis, center, and stepson Antwuan
Clark, left, paid their respects yesterday.
(PHOTOS BY MICHAEL CLEVENGER, THE
COURIER-JOURNAL)

Dozens of firetrucks representing departments
from around the region lined the drive at
Louisville M ial G West, a

blocks from the fire station where "Mike" Ellis
was a firefighter. He died last week after he
collapsed while running through an agility
exercise.

Top Jobs

courier-journal...

POWERE o By
caree s

including his widow and stepson, and friends filed past
the open casket, draped with an American flag. Some
paused to touch Ellis.

Watch for Top
Jobs coming to
During the service, singer Rick Robbins and guitarist this space soon.
Adam Crabtree, both of Louisville Metro Emergency

Medical Services, performed "Amazing Grace."

Later, the funeral procession passed the Dixie Suburban station at 3605 Dixie Highway,
where a crowd stood by the roadside. A Camp Taylor firetruck was stationed nearby.

Firefighters and emergency services personnel from across the region attended the burial at
Louisville Memorial Gardens-West, which is just off Dixie, a few blocks from the fire station.

Two ladder trucks formed an arch over the entrance, with a flag hung between them.

Firetrucks and department personnel represented at the cemetery included many Louisville-
area departments: Fairdale, North Oldham, Anchorage, Shelby County, Campbellsville, South
Oldham, Louisville, Pleasure Ridge Park, Edgewood, Fern Creek, Worthington, Highview,
McMahan and Greenville Township from Floyd County, Ind.

During the ceremony at the cemetery, the Louisville Fire & Rescue Pipes and Drums played
"Amazing Grace" on their bagpipes as rows of about 150 firefighters, most in uniform, stood
just down a small hill from the grave site.

James Nelson, a PRP recruit who was a firefighter in Virginia, watched with his wife and his
S-year-old son.

The wall of firefighters from so many agencies shows "it doesn't matter what department you
come from," Nelson said. "... We're all in it together."
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Sergeant Andre Mike Ellis

Dixie Suburban Fire Department

Menu
Last Call: Wednesday, March 16, 2005
Date of Incident: Wednesday, March 16, 2005 Upload related photo
Cause of Death: Heart Attack Add personal tribute
Time in Service: 6 years View others tributes
Age: 39

Survivors: His Wife and parents Provide updated data

Incident

Sergeant Ellis and another firefighter had completed set-up and run through testing of a search and rescue course
involving hose evolutions in a building under renovation when he collapsed.

EMS was summoned and care was initiated. He was transported to the hospital where he was pronounced dead.

Andre Ellis joined the Dixie Suburban Fire Dept in 1999, He rose through the ranks and became a sergeant as well as
the main training officer for the Dept. He was its "Fireman of the year” in 2003.

See NIOSH report http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/fire/reports/face200532.html

IS TMIS INTRMATION CoRRecT?

Agency

Dixie Suburban Fire Department 5 Dbde Subritn Fire Depntwutls s Fame Putwr patwr 9 S
3605 Dixie Highway

Louisville, Kentucky 40216

DIXIE SUBURBAN FIRE DEPARTMENT WES SITE

Personal Tributes

There are 4 tributes to Sergeant Andre Mike Ellis,
View others tributes
Add personal tribute

Mike,

We think of you so often--your sense of humor and quick wit, your patience with new recruits, your
willingness to go the extra step for your fire family. It's nearly 3 years since you made your final alarm
while working to train others. We miss you more

Added on Monday, February 4, 2008
-- Adminstrative Assistant, Meg Lavely
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