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FIRE PROTECTION IN JEFFERSON COUNTY
A comparison of 22 volunteer departments

and the city of Louisville department.

1980

Insurance Fire

rating®* runs

LOUISVILLE 2 10,867

Volunteer departments

HARRODS CREEK 5 213
WORTHINGTON 8 177
LYNDON . 5 331

| MIDDLETOWN 4 293
ANCHORAGE 6 47
ST. MATTHEWS 5 371
EASTWOOD 7 58
McMAHAN 8 165

| JEFFERSONTOWN 8 285"
| CAMP TAYLOR 6 247
| BUECHEL 5 389
BLACK MUDD 4 435
FERN CREEK 6 258

| HIGHVIEW 8 287
OKOLONA 6 667
EDGEWOOD 7 236
FAIRDALE 6 419
SHIVELY 5 364
DIXIE SUBURBAN 8 102
LAKE DREAMLAND 8 270
PLEASURE RIDGE PARK 5 1,013
SOUTH DIXIE 8 240
Total fire alarms 8,867

Volunteer City of
departments** Louisville
Firefighters 1,400 517
Primary fire trucks 174 36
Firehouses 45 23
Square miles protected 310 65

**including Shively, which is a mostly paid department.

*The lower the number, the better the rating.
In outlying areas of many fire districts, the
rating reaches 9 because of lack of water
or distance from a firehouse.
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- JEFFERSON COUNTY’S
- FIRE DISTRICTS
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1. Anchorage 8. Fairdale 15. McMahan

2. Black Mudd 9. Fern Creek 16. Middletown

3. Buechel 10. Harrods Creek 17. Okolona

4. Camp Taylor 11. Highview 18. Pleasure Ridge Park
5. Dixie Suburban 12. Jeffersontown 19. St. Matthews

6. Eastwood 13. Lake Dreamland 20. South Dixie

7. Edgewood 14. Lyndon 21. Worthington

STAFF ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE DURBIN
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Buechel's business
district on
Bardstown Road was
quiet in 1942. The
area contained, from
left, the Bank of
Buechel, Smyser's
Sales & Service
(with gas pumps),
Butterman builder
and real estate,
Buechel Drugs and
Leslie's Trading Post
and hardware store.

Buechel
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Buechel

Predatory animals were ousted, but wild life
lived on through rustler, Bashford Manor farm

EOPLE IN BUECHEL
would probably scream
— or worse — if they
looked out their windows
and saw the area as it
appeared during the early 1800s, at
least according to one history.

“Buffaloes were still numerous.
... Bears were plentiful, and as
they made visits up and down Bear
Grass creek, would occasionally
pounce upon a hog. Wildcats and
panthers often exhibited their fond-
ness for young pigs, and it was dif-
ficult to preserve sheep from their
ravages.”

But Buechel's rich land lured
more farmers, displacing wild ani-
mals and launching a history that
includes livestock rustling, legal
battles, a visit by no one less than
actress Elizabeth Taylor and a
theft of nearly $2 million.

The area saw slow growth for
170 years and then development
surged in the 1950s and '60s.

By BILL PIKE/Staff Writer

Buechel's development started in
about 1790, when George Hikes
built its first sawmill, grist mill and
wool-processing machine.

Hikes lived in a stone house on
property next to what is now St.
Michael  Antiochian  Orthodox
Church, 3026 Hikes Lane. Most of
the original house burned down
and was rebuilt. “Hikes Lane was
the driveway back to the house
from Bardstown Road,” said Edna
Hikes Terrel, Hikes' great-great-
granddaughter.

Hunsinger and Fegenbush lanes
are named for other early settlers.

But nothing was named for Pas-
chal Craddock, who stole livestock
during the early 1800s, his neigh-
bors said.

The last straw came when neigh-
bors found 16 stolen hogs in Crad-
dock’s sty. They told Craddock and
two men who apparently stole the
animals for him to clear out within
six months.

Here's how the story ended, ac-
cording to “History of the Ohio
Falls Cities and Their Counties,”
published in 1882:

“The two accomplices took the
hint and left the country, but Crad-
dock, with a stubbornness equal to
his meanness, failed to comply,
and ere he lived out his six months
a little stray vengeance overtook
him, and Paschal Craddock was no
more."”

An area called Two Mile Pre-
cinct — so named because its
northern edge was two miles from
Louisville — included Buechel dur-
ing the area’s early days, said Jean
Terry, president of the Buechel
Area Historical and Preservation
Alliance.

Today, Buechel is roughly bound-
ed by Bashford Manor, Hikes and
Six Mile lanes on the north; Breck-
enridge Lane on the east; Buechel
Bank Road on the south; and New-
burg Road and Progress Boulevard
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on the west. The area, which long
ago included pastures and vegeta-
ble and potato farms, includes the
small city of West Buechel.

Buechel got its name in the
1870s, after John Buechel bought a
tavern-hotel on Bardstown Road,
just south of the Southern Railroad
tracks, and set up a post office in
it. Visitors called the area “Bue-
chel,” and people sent mail there.

The tavern was a stopping point
between Louisville and Bardstown,
said Hugh Tobaben, who grew up
next door to the place. “They just
had plain old rooms. It certainly
wasn't the Seelbach, but it was
cheap, and they had good fried
chicken and chili and roast beef
sandwiches.”

The Buechels sold the tavern in
1951, and it was demolished in 1983
after a fire.

Another landmark was Fanelli’s
ice-cream shop, which from 1912 to
1983 was at 4119 Bardstown Road.
It had the best ice cream around,
according to Tobaben, who worked
there during the mid-1930s, when
he was a teen-ager.

“I started out washing ice-cream
cans at 50 cents a day,” Tobaben
said.

In 1909, Charles Scoggan estab-
lished Buechel Bank, primarily to
stimulate potato production, a big
enterprise at the time in the area.

Scoggan, who was involved in
several other businesses, seemed
the right fellow to start a bank. He
once made $9,000 by buying and
selling Bashford Manor Farm,
where Bashford Manor Mall now
sits, in one day.

Buechel
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Buechel’s commercial strip along
Bardstown Road during the '20s
and '30s also included a hardware
store, grocery stores, a drugstore
and a barber shop.

Some found that a bit lacking.

“There really wasn't much out
here. There wasn't much to do
when I was a kid,” said David
Pfeiffer, 56, who grew up in Bue-
chel and now runs Leatherman
Pharmacy, 4014 Bardstown Road.

“We'd catch a Blue Motor bus
and go downtown to the movies on
Fourth Street,” Pfeiffer said.

But other youngsters found
simpler entertainment nearby.

“There was a great deal of hunt-
ing,” Tobaben said. “Red foxes
were still in the area. A lot of rab-
bits got trapped. There were sink-
holes around here with animals in
them, like skunks.”

Tobaben’s brother searched
cornfields for arrowheads.

Fi

re

iTrh et iCralqruirenrgdl@ BB i cat i on

“One farm — we called it the
Crawford Estate, out Bardstown
Road from the center of Buechel
— must have had a big battle one
time,” said Charles Tobaben, who
now lives in Atlanta. “I had quite a
collection of arrowheads, and so
did my friend who lived next
door.”

After graduating from the old
Hikes Graded School, Buechel
youngsters went either to Fern
Creek High School or a Louisville
school.

“I went to Atherton because it
was a city school, and I was a coun-
try girl. I graduated in '29,” said
Ruth Kleinsteuber, who grew up on
Six Mile Lane when it had “a few
scattered houses here, there and
yonder."”

Kleinsteuber, whose father ran
the Buechel train station for the
Southern Railroad for 53 years,
said she would never forget the
1937 flood, even though Buechel
wasn't under water.

“The furnaces at the Southern of-
fice downtown got flooded, and
they moved their headquarters to
Buechel. All the big shots from the
Southern office — maybe a dozen
or more of them — were stationed
in our house.

“You can't believe what a mad-
house it was. We had three beds, a
couch that opened up and a pallet
on the dining-room floor. When one
person got out of a bed, another
would get in. You Kknow there
wasn't any privacy.”

Another landmark was Bashford
Manor Farm, known for thorough-
bred horses. But at times, more
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DID YOU
KNOW:

M Anton Busath, a
Buechel man who
owned the old
Busath's Candy Store
at 445 S. 4th St
coated marshmallows
with caramel and
called them Modjeska
caramels during the
1880s.

Busath named the
candy after a Helena
Modjeska, a famous
Polish actress who
caught his eye when
she starred in the
drama "A Doll's
House" in a downtown
Louisville theater.

B Bashford Manor
Farm, where Bashford
Manor Mall now sits,
produced three
Kentucky Derby
winners: Azra in 1892,
Manuel in 1899 and Sir
Huon in 1906.

In addition, Proctor
Knott, named for a
former Kentucky
governor, finished
second by a nose in
the 1889 Derby.
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The beauty and
peacefulness of
Bashford Manor Farm
was shown in this
1938 photograph.

After a storm in
1921, utility poles
were seen leaning
along Bardstown
Road in this
photograph looking
north between
Bashford Manor
Lane and Goldsmith
Lane. The farmland
is now a commercial
strip that includes
Showcase Cinemas.
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than four-legged critters walked its
fields.

“I sat on the fence and watched
Elizabeth Taylor and Montgomery
Clift when part of ‘Raintree County’
was filmed at Bashford Manor,”
Pfeiffer said. “I remember that
they painted one side of each barn
white to make it look good for the
movie.”

In 1947, Louis Arru built the
Skyway Drive-In Theater on Bards-
town Road at Hikes Lane.

“Buechel was still a sleepy little
village,” Arru said. Other business-
es near the corner were Club Saha-
ra, Jerry's Restaurant and Miller’s
Restaurant, which Arru called "“a
chicken-every-Sunday type of
place.”

Between Jerry's and the Sahara,
Arru said, stood a “ramshackle lit-
tle hamburger place, something of
a mess, about 10 by 15 feet.”

“You know who ran it? ... It was
Foster Brooks, no kidding,” Arru
said. “When I was building the
Skyway, we would go over there
for lunch, and Foster would fry the
hamburgers and boil the hot dogs.
He was usually in there by him-
self.”

The drive-in was followed by oth-
er new buildings as the post-World
War II building boom took off in

re

Buechel and other suburban areas.
“One by one, the farms became
subdivisions,” Pfeiffer said. “It was
sad, really, to see it."”

And Buechel’s boom got a boost
— but good — when General Elec-
tric’s Appliance Park opened in
1950.

To handle Appliance Park com-
muters, Buechel Bank Road was
widened to four lanes between
Newburg Road and Appliance Park
in 1951. That same year, the old
Buechel Bus Lines doubled its num-
ber of buses — to eight — running
between Buechel and Louisville.

While land sales skyrocketed, of-
ficials announced plans for the
Buechel Bypass in 1953, which lat-
er fed traffic around Buechel's
commercial district instead of
backing it up on Bardstown Road.

As the boom began, Louisville
eyed the fat property-tax pie bak-
ing in Buechel and proposed an-
nexing much of the area one day in
1951. Two days later, some resi-
dents of West Buechel proposed in-
corporating their area to stay out
of Louisville, where taxes were
higher.

Buechel folks filed no fewer than
six lawsuits to fight Louisville, tying
up the matter in court until 1955,
when the big city called off the an-
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nexation attempt because it had
caused bitterness.

But the annexation wasn't the
only messy situation at the time.

In 1954, West Buechel issued $2
million in bonds for streets and oth-
er improvements. Texas financier
BenJack Cage put down $275,000
for the bonds and signed a note for
the remaining $1.7 million. He lat-
er ran off to Brazil.

Texas convicted and imprisoned
Cage, now deceased, a few years
later on embezzlement and other
charges, but West Buechel never
got back its money, which left
some disgruntled citizens ready to
dissolve the city.

The last major development in
Buechel was the completion of
Bashford Manor Mall, which
opened in 1973. By the late 1960s,
longtime residents say, most open
areas, as well as the Buechel they
had grown up in, were long gone.

“When I was a little girl, I
wouldn't have been able to imagine
how crowded Buechel is today —
no way, no way,” said Dorothy Tay-
lor, who grew up in a house where
the Buechel Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment station now stands.

“I couldn’t have begun to tell you
what would happen, no way.
There's so much out here now.”
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Jefferson County

DID YOU
KNOW:

M Forest Baptist
Church, now at 3622
Petersburg Road,
became the first
church in Newburg in
1867 and held its first
service in the home of
Eliza Tevis.

B Legend has it that
the night-wandering
apparition of Pascal
Craddack, a shyster
lawyer who claimed to
be the nephew of
slave owner John
Hundley and was later
murdered, still
wanders along the
Wet Woods, west of
Shepherdsville Road.
B Broadmoor Estates,
built in the 1950s, was
the county's first
subdivision for blacks.
W In 1969, 24 sixth-
graders at Newburg
Elementary named 14
Newburg streets after
famous blacks and
community leaders.
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Freed slaves found land to call
their own 1n a swampy section
that took the name Petersburg
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By M. DAVID GOODWIN/Staff Writer

ELSON  GOODWIN

beamed as he remi-

nisced about the in-

tertwined histories of

Newburg and Peters-
burg.

As Goodwin recounted days in
the early 1900s, when he sat under
a chestnut tree and listened to “Un-
cle” Ed Green describe his experi-
ence as a plantation slave, his
raspy voice was not slowed by age.

“Life back then was simple but
hard,” the 82-year-old amateur his-
torian said. “I loved those times.
What gets me is that I can't believe
how we were able to survive.”

Little information exists on how
these two racially segregated com-
munities — less than one mile
from one another along Shepherds-
ville Road — came to be. Together
they form present-day Newburg.

The area that would eventually
be known as Petersburg was settled
by a freed slave, Eliza Curtis Hund-
ley Tevis (also spelled Tives, Tivis,
Travis and Tivas in various rec-
ords), in the 1820s or '30s.

It was then known as the Wet
Woods, a vast swamp thought to be
uninhabitable. It was the only land
in the area that whites would sell
to blacks.

It was dubbed Petersburg after
Peter Laws, a freed slave, built a
log cabin in the area shortly after
the Civil War.

The original Newburg, directly
south of Petersburg, was settled by
four German immigrant families in
the 1830s.

Much of the area’s early history
is logged in Goodwin's mind. He
has interviewed old-timers and
pored over former slave owners'
diaries, newspaper clippings, and
history and deed books to settle
contradictions and document oral
traditions.

He is still considered the grand-
father of Newburg's oral history.
He recalled being mesmerized at
age 4 by Green's stories of his bru-
tal life in the antebellum, he said.

“Nobody could write then,” said
Goodwin, who has traced his own

slave heritage in the Petersburg
area back to 1790. “A lot of the
older people wouldn't let you talk
to them about it [slavery |. Many of
them raised their kids like they
were. They thought they were sup-
posed to keep them dumb and stu-
pid."”

Tevis was the first freed slave to
own property in the Wet Woods,
near the present Petersburg Es-
tates. But there are discrepancies
about the mulatto woman's history.

Some accounts say she was a
half-sister and slave to John B.
Hundley, a wealthy Louisville plan-
tation owner and bachelor. Others
say she was Hundley's mistress or
a highly valued servant, said Mary
Jean Kinsman, photography cura-
tor for the Filson Club.

It is known that when Hundley
developed smallpox in 1819, Tevis
was the only person who would go
near him, and she nursed him back
to health. Either in return for her
goodness or after his death, Hund-
ley or his brother Thomas freed
her, the accounts say.

He left her $2,000 and about 20
slaves in 1820, Goodwin said.

Accounts also say she inherited a
farmhouse near what is now Pres-
ton and Liberty streets.

Ioa Symnes Coates, who lived in
the area, said in a paper she wrote
for the Filson Club that Tevis later
became a slave holder and owned
50 slaves “whom she either hired
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out, or compelled them to work for
her on her farm.”

Aunt Eliza or 'Liza, as she was
called, later became wealthy be-
cause of her slave dealings, Coates
said.

In 1919, Coates told Courier-Jour-
nal reporter Homer Dye Jr.:

“When families were separated
at the old Louisville slave market,
the owners often would give the lit-
tle children to her [Tevis] and she
would keep them till they grew up
and hire them out to the neighbor-
ing plantations. My mother used to
hire the children to do our work
and whenever a child came recom-
mended by Aunt 'Liza we were
never disappointed.”

Everyone agrees that Tevis set-
tled in Petersburg after being
freed. She married Henry Tevis, a
freed slave, in 1843 but signed a
marriage agreement putting all her
property in trust.

Together, the Tevis couple paid
$600 for 40 acres in the Wet Woods
in 1851, Kinsman said. The proper-
ty was near or part of the original
Hundley plantation, which was lat-
er called Bashford Manor estate.

They raised cattle and hogs and
employed white laborers and black
slaves on their farm, all of which
has disappeared.

Today, a cemetery on Petersburg
Road occupies the spot. The Te-
vises, slaves, and earlier settlers
are buried there, as well as people
from the modern-day community.

Oral tradition states that the Te-
vises owned land in the Wet Woods
in 1820, not 1851.

“I really do think that the oral
tradition was exact,” said Kinsman. |

“But everything that has been writ-
ten about the Newburg area was
written by people who didn't even
live there.

“They [blacks] were not into the
tradition of keeping diaries or doc-
uments or writing letters. Their his-
tory has been based on oral tradi-

tions passed down from generation |

to generation.”

Shortly after Eliza Tevis moved
to the area, four German immi-
grant families established the origi-
nal Newburg in the 1830s near Pop-
lar Level and Shepherdsville roads.
Newburg means ‘“new town” in
German.

The families — the Heafers,
Harts, Hearings and Arnolds —
built their community just south-
east of the Wet Woods.

“In the 19th century, Newburg
was considered a coach stop to
Louisville,” said David Morgan, &
researcher at the Jefferson County
Office of Historic Preservation and
Archives.

“It was only about a day's ride
away on horse and buggy to the
city.”

It was a self-contained communi--
ty with a post office, a blacksmith
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