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FIRE PROTECTION IN JEFFERSON COUNTY
A comparison of 22 volunteer departments

and the city of Louisville department.

1980

Insurance Fire

rating®* runs

LOUISVILLE 2 10,867

Volunteer departments

HARRODS CREEK 5 213
WORTHINGTON 8 177
LYNDON . 5 331

| MIDDLETOWN 4 293
ANCHORAGE 6 47
ST. MATTHEWS 5 371
EASTWOOD 7 58
McMAHAN 8 165

| JEFFERSONTOWN 8 285"
| CAMP TAYLOR 6 247
| BUECHEL 5 389
BLACK MUDD 4 435
FERN CREEK 6 258

| HIGHVIEW 8 287
OKOLONA 6 667
EDGEWOOD 7 236
FAIRDALE 6 419
SHIVELY 5 364
DIXIE SUBURBAN 8 102
LAKE DREAMLAND 8 270
PLEASURE RIDGE PARK 5 1,013
SOUTH DIXIE 8 240
Total fire alarms 8,867

Volunteer City of
departments** Louisville
Firefighters 1,400 517
Primary fire trucks 174 36
Firehouses 45 23
Square miles protected 310 65

**including Shively, which is a mostly paid department.

*The lower the number, the better the rating.
In outlying areas of many fire districts, the
rating reaches 9 because of lack of water
or distance from a firehouse.
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- JEFFERSON COUNTY’S
- FIRE DISTRICTS
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1. Anchorage 8. Fairdale 15. McMahan

2. Black Mudd 9. Fern Creek 16. Middletown

3. Buechel 10. Harrods Creek 17. Okolona

4. Camp Taylor 11. Highview 18. Pleasure Ridge Park
5. Dixie Suburban 12. Jeffersontown 19. St. Matthews

6. Eastwood 13. Lake Dreamland 20. South Dixie

7. Edgewood 14. Lyndon 21. Worthington

STAFF ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE DURBIN
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Over the decades, Bowman Field has played a vital role in the growth and evolution of our country's aviation
industry. It officially began on May 12, 1920, when A.H. Bowman formed a partnership with flier Robert H. Gast
and set up operations at the site on Taylorsville Road. Shortly thereafter, Gast left Louisville to pursue a more
adventurous aviation career. Louisvillian W. Sidney Park became Bowman's partner in the Bowman-Park Aero
Company in May 1921-one of the first firms to specialize in aerial photography.

1920s

In 1922, at the urging of Bowman and Park, the 465th
Pursuit Squadron (Reserve) began operations at Bowman
Field with an assortment of aircraft.

In 1923, the Aero Club of Kentucky formed to provide
services for nonmilitary aviation in Louisville.

In 1928, the state legislature created the Louisville and
Jefferson County Air Board to operate the airport as a
publicly owned facility. In fact, Kentucky was the first state to
enact enabling legislation for the creation of airport
authorities. The portion of the land not needed for an airport
became Seneca Park.

Airline service to Louisville began on August 1, 1928, when

Continental Airways (later American Airlines) began airmail

service between Louisville and Cleveland. Three years later,

the air carrier launched passenger service between Louisville and Nashville.

In 1929, construction began on the first permanent buildings at Bowman Field- Curtiss Flying Service, the
Administration Building and the Air Corps Hangars.

1930s

Eastern Airlines became the second airline to provide service to Louisville in 1934. (A third carrier, TWA,
operated at Bowman Field for a few months before all airline operations transferred to Standiford Field in 1947.)

During the 1937 flood, thousands of tons of supplies and medicine were flown into Bowman Field. The field
remained dry, but was surrounded by water-hampering distribution efforts. An aerial survey identified dry
farmland, owned by Dr. Standiford (and others), as a prospective new airfield site.

1940s

During World War Il Bowman Field

was the busiest airport in the

country, following an investment of

$1 million for construction of

barracks and other facilities-

including nine mess halls. At that

time, thousands of members of the

military called Bowman Field and

Louisville their temporary home

while undergoing combat readiness training.
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September 11, 1941 Linen post card:
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BOWMAN FIELD, MUNICIPAL AIRPORT, LOUISVILLE, KY. VS50




Bowman Field Fire Depart ment
e, Di sastrous -sfeivreen daeusttornooybsi |tewse natnyd c aus e.sSFi

December S3t,. 1IMas3d:hews Sun: MotTohre Cloenipfaenrys oTnoi aRhe b u |

b |

|l ast Saturday morning swept the St Matt hews Motor Co

and gutting the building. The |l oss was estimated ($75,

. '- e ‘—-_'__._’._:_,ﬁ___ i

b e . St. Matthews Motor
. Company to Rebuild

Dlsaslrous fire destroys 27/
aulos and causes damage;

> eslimated ajy 575,000, - l
i Five st Satordsy - moming:

swoept the 84 Matibews Moty |
= Comppiny plant’ al Frankfor apd )
) Chenoweth Lane, ok staying 25
,augumuh_ilcs ol putting e
building,  The Joss was estimated |
Al STL000, partially covered Ly
insurance, , )
The blaze was sbarwsl, it 15 said !
when William  Bullard, “son of
W. S, Bullard founrd the ear up«mf
vhich he was werking, on fire |
A drop cird developing a shorl
ircuit is said to have beon th
nilial cause. - o7 d '
Six machines were pushed 10
afety by young Bullard when th |
lames reached propertions that!
mgo other salyaging impossible,
Fire departments from St Mai-
hews, Bowman » Fiel, Middle. |
town™wnd - Louisville answered
calls for assistance, Power linei |
in_the neighborhood were dam-|
nged and elecirie eurrent 'cul ofi!
for two hours over g freat p.'u't’
of the St Matthews arca; s
Raymond  Herick, 8 firoman i+
{Trom Middietown was cut on the |
(hand by broken glass ‘from o
shattorad window, PR
Otficials of the corhpany st -
that the plant wonld bo rebwlt |
ns guickly a8 pessible; ;
e e —eaapey

Courtesy http://www. nps.gov/
view of Bowman Field c. 1945
Photo from National Regi ster
Counci

col




Camp Zachadlki MTayDepart ment

Camp Zachary Taylor existed from 1917 to 1919 an
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CAMP TAYLOR, LOUISVILLE, KY.
Cantonment capacity, 45,424 persons: 1,663 buildings, Area of camp, 2,600 acres; total four reservations, 23,0621 acres.
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