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Brief Histories Of  

Bowman Field, & Camp Taylor 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, 

pictures, etc.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were 

collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of many 

friends and fellow firefighters. 

 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader 

should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to 

other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. 

is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified and regret 

that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not 

identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-

Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 

 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for 

any purpose other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

If you have additional information on the above departments that you would share, please 

contact me (Al Ring) at ringal@comcast.net. 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bowman Field Fire Department 

 

Camp Zachary Taylor ðFire Department  
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Jefferson County Fire Protection Areas 
 

April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 
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Jefferson County Fire Protection Areas 
 

January 26, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Jay Lawrence:  Volunteer firefighters may be giving the 
county the best for less--Fire departments becoming bigger, more professional:  
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Jefferson County Fire Protection Areas 
 

1993 
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 Bowman Field Fire Department  
 

Bowman field was said to have started in 1919.  It was officially incorporated May 12, 1920.  Over the 

years there have been a few plane crashes in the STMFD area involving planes coming or going to Bow-

man field.  Bowman Field also had at one time a ñfire departmentò before the City of Louisville took 

over.  They participated in many parades in the St. Matthews area and we know the responded to the St. 

Matthews Motor Company fire in 1943 (based on newspaper article).  Louisville Fire Department history 

shows that they reactivated Engine 10 in 1948 to provide fire protection to Bowman Field, no record of 

FD at the airport prior to that.  In 1957 Engine 10 was disbanded again and replaced by newly formed 

Quad Co. #10 and a new fire house was built. 
 

Courtesy Louisville Regional Airport Authority: 
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 Bowman Field Fire Department  
 

Possibly the first official photo at the brand new Bowman Field. Abram H. Bowman is on the right and Robert Gast is to the left. The 

two incorporated during May 1920 so I would think the photo was taken soon after. Their first airplane, in the view, is a Canadian 

built Curtiss JN Jenny. At the time Bowman Field was out in the county and their first mailing address was Jeffersontown. A crude 

wooden hangar went up within the next year or so and first real hangar went up in late 1922 or early 1923 when two metal hangars 

from Godman Field, Camp Knox were moved to BF. They were the only hangars until the late 1920s. Three woodend cottages were 

also moved from CK at the same time as the hangars and two survive making them the oldest buildings on the field. The photo comes 

from the U of L photo archives.  Courtesy Charlie Arrington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy http://www.nps.gov/nr//travel/aviation/bow.htm 

 

Curtiss Flying Service Hangar and Administration Build-

ing c. 1930 

Photo from National Register collection, courtesy of Ken-

tucky Heritage Council 

Dedication of the Army Air Corps Hangar in 1932. Photos 

from National Register collection, historic image courtesy 

of Kentucky Heritage Council 
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 Bowman Field Fire Department  
 

Courtesy, http://140.194.76.129/publications/eng-pamphlets/ep870-1-42/c-2-4.pdf 
 

Bowman Field 
 

Bowman Field at Louisville. Originally used as a commercial airfield on the outskirts of Louisville, the Army 
Air Force took over Bowman Field in August 1940. The Louisville District constructed additional runways 
along with over 100 buildings allowing the field to serve as a supply depot, air crew and combat glider training 
base, and near the end of the war, as a convalescent hospital for wounded flyers. 
 
NOTE:  Somewhere around this time Air Corps provided Bowman Field with a ñCrash Truck,ò which 
participated many time with STMFD in parades as well as some fires. 
 
Courtesy, http://www.flylouisville.com/Bowman-Field/History.aspx 
 

During World War II Bowman Field was the busiest airport in the country, following an investment of $1 million for construction of 

barracks and other facilities-including nine mess halls. At that time, thousands of members of the military called Bowman Field and 

Louisville their temporary home while undergoing combat readiness training. 

 

The already cramped airfield added more troops in 1943, when Glider Pilot Combat Training opened. The gliders, which carried 15 

troops each into combat, were a familiar sight in the Louisville skies during the last two years of the war. 
 

The facility became known as "Air Base City" when a bomber squadron moved in, and more than 1600 recruits underwent basic train-

ing in a three-month period. During the war years, a large variety of Air Force and Navy aircraft could be seen passing through Bow-

man Field. 
 

Bowman Field also was home to the Army Air Force School of flight surgeons, medical technicians and flight nurses. Those attending 

the school learned how to treat and evacuate the wounded by air, and, just as important, acquired the necessary skills to help ensure 

survival in combat zones. Graduates of the school were responsible for evacuating and treating a half-million sick and wounded from 

war zones around the world by the end of 1944. 
 

Courtesy, http://kynghistory.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/0488F205-1CE7-4625-9877-95183893ED77/0/
BriefHistoryoftheKyANG_s.pdf 
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 Bowman Field Fire Department  
 

Courtesy, http://www.cardcow.com/viewall/65048/ 
 

September 11, 1941, Linen post card: 
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 Bowman Field Fire Department  
 

December 3, 1943:  St. Matthews Sun & The Jeffersonian:  Motor Company To Rebuild As Soon As Possi-
ble, Disastrous fire destroys twenty-seven automobiles and causes damage estimated at $75,000.00.  Fire 
last Saturday morning swept the St. Matthews Motor Company plant at Frankfort and Chenoweth Lane, destroying 27 automobiles 

and gutting the building.  The loss was estimated ($75,000.) partially covered by insurance. 

Courtesy http://www.nps.gov/nr//travel/aviation/bow.htm               Aerial 

view of Bowman Field c. 1945 

Photo from National Register collection, courtesy of Kentucky Heritage 

Council 
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 Camp Zachary Taylor ðFire Department  
 

Camp Zachary Taylor existed from 1917 to 1919 and very early 1920 while it was disband.  It had 6 fire 

stations during its time.  We do not know if it was allowed to fight fires off of the ñreservationò or not. 
 

Courtesy http://www.firetrucks-atwar.com/models.html 
 

The following photos were sent in by Jim Mauch and show the military firefighters and equipment at Camp Taylor, Fire Truck and 

Hose Company # 309.  Jim's grandfather, Levi Ferguson was a member of the fire department at Camp Taylor and can be seen at the 

wheel of the 1917 Ford-Howe pictured directly above.  That photo was taken in Nov 1917. 
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 Camp Zachary Taylor ðFire Department  
 

Courtesy http://www.firetrucks-atwar.com/models.htmlð-Courtesy Ott Mock, Camp Taylor Fire Dis-

trict: 

 

 

                          
 

Twin 1918 Ahrens Fox K-4 750 gpm pumpers from Camp Tay-

lor, KY 

Camp Zachary Taylor Fire Department, 1918 

Camp Zachary Taylor Fire Department, 1918 
Courtesy Otto Mock, http://www.facebook.com/

group.php?gid=76776556987&v=photos#!/photo.php?

fbid=648154636134&set=o.76776556987 

 

Original Camp Taylor Fire Department 
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 Camp Zachary Taylor ðFire Department  
 

Courtesy http://camptaylorhistorical.org/map/ 

 

The camp, which consisted of four major sites covered 3,376 acres. The main camp was about five miles south 

of Louisvilleôs main business district. In 1917, all of the property was rolling farm land. Most of it was clear 

pasture, with standing trees and some lightly wooded areaôs. Most of it was high ground, which offered good 

drainage and firm soil. 

 

The camp boundaries were from Beargrass Creek to the east. This area is now occupied by the Louisville Zoo 

and Joe Creason Park. The now defunct Louisville Crush Stone Co. at the east end of Taylor Avenue was the 

location of one of the three original quarries on the site for the mining of limestone for use in the making of 

concrete and asphalt for latrine floors and roadways.  The boundary continued northward along Illinois avenue 

to Poplar Level Road. It continued north on Poplar Level to Thruston Lane and traveled west to Pindell. It then 

traveled south to Hess Lane and then west to Preston Street. From there it traveled south to Durrett Lane and 

back east to Poplar Level Road. 
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 Camp Zachary Taylor ðFire Department  
 

Courtesy, A Place in time, a publication of The Courier-Journal, 1989: 

 


