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Who Is The Firefighter?

The person who responds to society’s needs with compassion.
The person who can get a cat out of a tree.
The person who has chosen the world’s most dangerous occupation as a brotherhood.

The person who can save another’s life in the physical sense, as others save in an emotional, physiological or social
sense.

The person who bodily protects life and property in a country that honors intellectual achievements.
The person who still works many hours a week.
The person who has hundreds of stories to tell of the big ones.

The person that a little boy can really talk to.

The person that people delight in calling to the address of a non-existent fire.

The person who is sometimes greeted with bullets when he is just doing his job.

The person, who on attempting to extinguish an arsonist’s blaze in an abandoned building, finds the stair treads cleverly
removed and drops to possible serious injury or death.

The person who enters a burning building and, risking his own life in the dense smoke, searches for trapped persons.
The person who rescues a puppy and messages his heart for twenty minutes to bring him back to life.
The person we forget all about until we smell smoke.

To these men and women, | dedicate this.




Foreward

This is the first publication of its kind to summarize in pictures and in text the history and current operations of the
Middletown Fire Protection District. It is the result of extensive contributions of time, energy, thought and material by
many past and present members.

The book is basically a picture book and pictures were gathered from Fire Department files, newspaper clippings
and private individuals scrapbooks. Material for the text was gathered from department reports, newspapers and
interviews with past and present members of the department. A story telling night was held to gather stories and
information from past members to help fill in details in what material was available and to tell stories which otherwise
may be lost in time. In areas where doubt exist as to the specific detail of the event or object, I have stated so in the
caption or text. This Department has been involved in so many different worthwhile projects that I have not been able
to cover in this book. I would like to take this time to mention a few of these, the flea markets, donations to other fire
departments of equipment, donation of the teletypewriter and coupler to the Jefferson County Public Schools for use
by deaf students, collecting for the Jaws of Life Rescue Tool and keeping a scrapbook where much of the information
was obtained for this book to name, a few.

Under authorization from the Chief’s office and the Board of Trustees, the project involved approximately 18
months of effort to gather stories and materials for the text as well as several pieces of our past being donated to the
department for permanent display.

My special thanks and appreciation are extended to the following; The Chief’s Office and Board of Trustees for
permission to produce the book, the Middletown Civic Club for their assistance in researching their meeting minutes
from the early days of the Fire Department and Mr. Hugh Black of the Taylor Publishing Company for his time and
assistance in helping put the book together.

I hope each of you enjoy reading and looking at this book as much as I have had putting it together.

MARK KﬁTlGE s
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Board Of Trustees

William Manby John DiEnno Donna Kapp
Chairman Trustee Firefighter Rep.

Photographs are not available for the following people: Mark Ballard — Treasurer/Trustee, Bernard I. Grady —
Firefighter Rep., Paul Franz — Trustee, Lois Godbey — Secretary/Trustee. A photograph of Evan Perkins, Legal Council
for the Fire District, is also not available.

The Board of Trustees for the Mid- are: William Manby, Lois Godbey and Grady and Donna Kapp.

dletown Fire Protection District is com- Paul Franz. Two are elected by the An open meeting is held the second
prised of seven individuals who operate property owners of the fire district, Thursday of each month to discuss the
the business portion of the district. these are: John DiEnno and Mark Bal-  general business of the Fire District.

Three of these individuals are appoint- lard, with the remaining two persons
ed by the County Judge Executive, these elected by the firefighters, Bernard I.




Middletown Fire Department

The following information was tak-
en from the minutes of the Middletown
Civic Club as well as other sources
concerning the growth and origin of
the Middletown Fire Department.
While some information may not be
included in this section, it will be lo-
cated in other areas of this book.

In April of 1940 the members of the
Middletown Civic Club decided to act
upon getting fire equipment for the
Middletown area when they learned
that their insurance rates would be
lowered if the town had fire protec-
tion. The first engine cost $3270.00
and a down payment of $1000.00
dollars had to be made with the bal-
ance to be paid in two to three years.
This truck was a 1941 Ford 500 GPM
pumper. A number of citizens signed
$100.00 notes to guarantee payment.
In August of 1944 there was a picnic
and the profits were used to pay on
the engine and to buy caps and pants
for the firemen. Through community
canvassing, a carnival, and subscrip-
tions, the unit was paid for.

Middletown was given a class nine
rating.

The original firehouse was the ga-
rage area of the car dealership at the
corner of Madison and Shelbyville
Road, and the first firehouse was built
on property donated by the Civic Club
adjacent to the first alarm office at
115 Madison Ave. The first alarm of-
fice was replaced in 1954 by the cur-

rent alarm office/residence now used
by the FD as a storage and office
building. The Fehr Brewing Co., as
well as the Fall City and Oertel Brew-
ing Companies, were substantial do-
nors in the building fund in 1944. A
Ford car was raffled off to help pay off
the debt.

In 1948 the department moved into
the fire-police quarters on U.S. 60
which had been vacated by the Jef-
ferson County Fire Dept. This struc-
ture was built in 1946, and was mod-
ified to meet our needs. Many parts of
the building can still be seen inside the
current station which has seen several
additions and renovations.

In 1950, the second piece of equip-
ment was purchased, a 1950 500 gal-
lon-per-minute Ford pumper, and dur-
ing the following year the men built a
third pumper, a 500 gallon water tank
on a Diamond T chassis. In 1952 the
original pumper was sold and a new
1952 Ford pumper was purchased.
The following year the homemade unit
was sold.

In December of 1964 a third pump-
er was added. The new truck was a
1000 GPM pumper that carried 500
gallons of water and cost $40,000.00

Dues for the MVFD were as follows:
Businesses — $10.00, residences —
$7.50, and vacant lots — $2.00 each.
Any resident who did not participate
would be charged $100.00 per hour
for each truck that responded to the

call.

Effective May 27, 1965, the area
served by the MVFD became a 6th
class fire area, if your property was
within 1000’ of a fire hydrant. In 1969
we became a tax district enabling us to
collect revenue through county taxes.
In 1986 we received a class 2 rating.

There are many, many people who
deserve credit for keeping the Fire
Department going in the early years
when its only and greatest assets were
sheer will power and courage. One
outstanding volunteer was Louis
Langford, the longest serving volun-
teer. Louis served actively for thirty-
seven and one half years. Today the
Middletown Fire Protection District
has 13 career firefighters and 35 vol-
unteer firefighters who still risk their
lives, still make great contributions
and seek no recognition. The trustees
also deserve recognition because they
also serve without pay.

There are many other firefighters
and others who have served with the
Middletown Fire Department that I do
not know, and I apologize for any
omission of their names. You know
who you are and what you did for our
community. Without them, more build-
ings would have been lost to fire and
more lives would have been lost.

We honor the spirit of selflessness
which the firefighters of the Middle-
town Fire Department, both past and
present exemplify.




Gene Brooks and John Bosler guard the Crusade funds.
Burning of the deed.

Turning in the 1963 Crusade collections.

Lt. Col. Louis
Langford.
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Gus Hancock Clay Hunt Raymond Herrick
1941-1944 Interim Chief 1944-1953
1944

Henry Riddle Robert L. Martin John E. Bosler
1953-1961 1961-1983 1983-1988

Fred McBride Ronald C. Mingus
1988-1990 1990-present
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The Middletown Fire Protection District is designated by the heavy dotted line.

The Middletown Fire Protection District consists of approximately 33 square miles. Within its boundaries lie a broad
range of business types and land use, from residential, commercial, highrise, light industry, interstate highways, rail
service and rural farmland. With the development that has taken place over the last 10 years, the Middletown Fire
Protection District is not the small rural fire department that it once was.

The Middletown Fire Protection District provides fire protection to approximately 1200 businesses and 8500
households. The population for our district is estimated at approximately 26,000 people.
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