
 

 

Brief History Of 

Jefferson County Fire Department 
 

1945 to 1951 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, 

pictures, etc.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were 

collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of many 

friends and fellow firefighters. 

 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader 

should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to 

other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. 

is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified and regret 

that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not 

identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-

Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 

 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for 

any purpose other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

If you have additional information on the Jefferson County Fire Department that you would 

share, please contact me (Al Ring) at ringal@comcast.net. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

  

Explanation 
 

In 1945 discussions started about forming a Jefferson County Fire Department for the 

whole county.  Eventually County government did form a department and it was active 

until 1950.  Some of the very people who suggested and started the department became it 

biggest enemies and helped end it.  Politics also entered into its demise.  As it turned out 

for the next 50 years the Volunteer departments who provided the fire service in Jefferson 

County were probably overall  providing some of the best fire service in the country.   

 

There are articles and photos we havenôt been able to find and would appreciate any help 

anyone looking at this information might give.  Just contact Al Ring ringal@comcast.net. 
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 TIMELINE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

February, 1945ðB. H. Sublette of Middletown Fire Department and president of the Jefferson County Volun-

teers Firemenôs Association approached Jefferson County Judge James Mark Beauchamp about establishing a 

Jefferson County Fire Department.  There were 11 volunteer departments in Jefferson County at that time.  The 

idea was to have 3 or 4 strategically placed fire stations manned 24/7 to help the existing and future volunteer 

fire departments at that time.  Judge Horace M. Barker became the County Judge and really established the Jef-

ferson County Fire Department. 

 

August, 1945ð First Jefferson County Fire Department Chief Claud D. Thompson was appointed Chief. He 

was a veteran of the Louisville Fire Department and Curtis-Wright Plant Fire Department with 26 years experi-

ence.  Part of that time he was Captain of Louisville Quad 6.       

 

March, 1946ð B. N. Sublette of Middletown and J. H. Buttermann of Buechel and others filed a restraining 

order against the County from purchasing 3 pumpers.  Their main complaint was the  location of the proposed 3 

county fire stations.  This started the feud between the volunteers and the new department that was never able to 

be overcome. 

 

By August, 1946ð These firefighters ran the Jefferson County Fire Department, locations for stations had been 

decided, and 3 districts set up, and 3 pumpers bought: 

 

 Chief Claud Thompson  26 years 8 months experience.  Claud was born January 13, 1900 and died January 

  1981.  The 1930 census shows him the son of Nace and Jennie L. Thompson married to Thelma L. liv-

  ing on Hemlock St. and a Captain with the City Fire Department. 

 Captain J. D. Thompson, 1st. County District, in Middletown, brother of Chief Thompson. 21 1/2 years as a 

  Lieutenant and Captain with the Louisville Fire Department and a Captain of the Standiford Field Fire 

  Department. 

 Captain William Gurk, Newburg Fire Station, 2nd county district  26 years with Louisville Fire Department,  

  23 years in training at 20th and Garland.  During the War he was Lieutenant at the Standiford Filed Fire 

  Department.  The 1930 census shows him on Lydia St. a City Fireman, married to Gertrude E.  He was 

  born February 26, 1889 and died August 1971.  He was from Pennsylvania and had a 9 year old child 

  Frances C.  The 1946 Caronôs directory him with Gertrude a County fireman living at 1126 Ellison Ave-

  nue. 

 Captain George Andrews, 3rd County District, Pleasure Ridge Park, 24 1/2 years with the Louisville Fire 

  Department most recently at Hook and Ladder No 2.   The 1930 census shows him marred to Lillie, 

  from Greece, born about 1893 and 37 years old and a city Fireman with a 6 year old, Elaine M. 

  

January, 1947ð Judge Horace M. Barker, looks back at first year of Jefferson County Fire Department and , 3 

firehouses are under construction. 

 

March 1948ð By now Bill Rice of Buechel Fire Department was head of the Firefighters group. Attorney R. 

Davis McAfee was their attorney.  They worked hard to work out agreements with the County and the Volun-

teer Fore Departments. 

 

January 1950ð Judge Boman L. Shamburger  became Jefferson County Judge and eventually shut down the 

Jefferson County Fire Department during this month.  He dismissed all 30 men who were employed at this time. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Some Of The People Involved With Jefferson County Fire Department 
 
County Judge James Mark Beauchampð Courtesy, http://books.google.com/books?
id=pXbYITw4ZesC&pg=PA79&lpg=PA79&dq=james+Mark+Beauchamp,+Louisville,+KY&source=bl&ots=bxC6uNOiUd&sig=tM
MC0aEo6A6N7XoQMM6nRrudkaI&hl=en&ei=VBzKS6SHE4-
CsgOR5LS_Aw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=9&ved=0CBwQ6AEwCA#v=onepage&q&f=false 
 

Born Taylorsville, Kentucky, January 22, 1883, Died Louisville, Kentucky January 2, 1966.  Jefferson 
County Judge.  Beauchamp was the son of Isaac Dudley and Louisa Katherine (Alexander) Beauchamp.  
His father owned a flour mill, which he ran until his death in 1920.  Beauchamp attended public and 
private schools in Taylorsville and at the are of eighteen went to Massey business college in Louisville.  
He graduated from the college and went to work for the Louisville Car Wheel & Railway Supply Co. as 
a clerk for one year. 
 

He then went to work for the Courier-Journal in the advertising department.  He stayed with the news-
paper for nine years, until 1912.  During that time he earned a degree from the Jefferson School of Law 
in 1907 and was admitted to the Louisville bar that same year.  Beauchamp married Florence Caruthers, 
a native of Montgomery City, Missouri, on April 20, 1912.  The couple had two children, Mark Junior 
and Jane C. Beauchamp. 
 

Beauchamp, a Democrat, served two terms as Jefferson County judge, from January 1, 1938 until De-
cember 31, 1945.  In the 1937 election he defeated Republican George J. Mayer by 15,200 votes out of 
the more than 123,000 cast.  During his administration, Beauchamp was responsible for the development 
of a nationally recognized playground and recreation program in Jefferson County.  As county judge he appointed the first Playground 
and Recreation Board in 1944.   
 

Beauchamp ran for a third term in 1945 but was defeated by 924 votes in a hotly contested primary race by Democrat Edwin C. Wil-
lis, who was the local party organizationôs candidate.  Beauchampôs campaign manager was Mrs. Lennie W. McLaughlin who later 
secretary of the democratic County executive and served as head of the party for many years.  Beauchamp, alleging voter fraud, con-
tested the nomination, but Circuit Judge Gilbert Burnett ruled that Willis had been nominated.  During the race-week trial it was re-
vealed that fraudulent votes had been cast for both candidates.  Willis eventually lost the November election to republican Horace M. 
Barker. 
 

Beauchamp also served as judge pro tem of the Jefferson County court and was chairman of the Jefferson County Democratic Party 
and a member of the Democratic State Committee.  He was appointed to serve on the Board of Alderman in 1925 after the Kentucky 
Curt of Appeals nullified the 1923 election.  He also was elected aldermanic president during the term and served as Mayor Pro Tem 
for one month before the November 1925 special election.  Beauchamp was Louisvilleôs director of Law for four years before becom-
ing county judge.  He also served a county commissioner for eleven yeas, from 1950 until he retired from politics in 1961.  He is bur-
ied in Cave Hill Cemetery. 
 
Caronôs 1936 Directory: 
 
 
 

County Judge Horace M. Barkerð http://books.google.com/books?
id=pXbYITw4ZesC&pg=PA67&lpg=PA67&dq=County+judge+horace+m.+barker,+Louisville,+KY&source=bl&ots=bxC6uNRbY9
&sig=5WGAyFjJpfte27lRc71CoF2EQwE&hl=en&ei=dCXKS4WuDZLasgOw6o31Ag&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2
&ved=0CAoQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false 
 

Born Irvine, Kentucky, March 31, 1898, did Louisville, Kentucky, July 28, 
1980.  Jefferson County Judge.  Barker attended Kentucky Wesleyan College 
and received his law degree from Washington and Lee University.  He was ad-
mitted to the Louisville bar in 1930. 
 

Barker was Jefferson County Judge from January 7, 1946 until January 1, 1950.  
He defeated Democrat Edwin C. Willis by 684 votes out of the more than 
110,000 cast.  The Republican won nearly every city and county office in 1945, 
with the exception of the mayorôs office, which was won by 204 votes by Demo-
crat E. Leland Taylor.  Barker did not run for reelection in 1949. 
 

In January 1946 Barker insisted and investigation of the county police depart-
ment that eventually led to the dismissal of several officers, some of whom were 
eventually reinstated.  Barker requested the help of the federal Bureau of Investi-
gation to reorganize the county police, and more stringent hiring criteria were 
adopted.  The FBI also helped the county to start a training academy for new 
officers.  Barker launched major road improvement programs and acquire new park and timberlands for public use.  He also estab-
lished a county fire department, but it was abandoned by subsequent administrations.   
 

Barker married Edith Bealmear on July 2, 1932, in Louisville.  The couple had three children:  Patricia Ann, Lawrence B., and Bruce 
D.  The family lived on Osage Road in Anchorage.  He died at Baptist East Hospital at the age of eighty-two and is buried in Calvary 
Cemetery. 
 
 
 



 

 

 PEOPLE INVOLVED WITH THIS STORY 
 

County Judge Boman L. Shamburger  ð All we have on Judge Shamburger was he was born 
June 15, 1905 and died March 1975.  His last address was at 40205 zip code in Louisville, Kentucky.  He 

served as Jefferson County Judge starting January 1, 1950. 

 

From the 1936 Caronôs Directory:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 15, 1949, Lieutenant Lester M. Nevin, District 1 Of 2330 Village Drive, married 

to ñJoò. Involved with accident with one of the County apparatus in St. Matthews.  In 

the 1930 census he was the son of Joe and Rose Levin who was a furniture salesman, 

lived on 3rd Street and had other family members, Sylvia, Herbert, Lillian, Maurice and 

Helen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Chief Claud Thompson 



 

 

 Apparatus Facts of Jefferson County Fire Department 

 
All three units were 1947ðSeagrave 750 G.P.M. Pumpers, Model 66 EB, the District 1 serial number was 

D-0855 the others would have been just before or just after that number.  They were made in Columbus, 

Ohio by Seagrave Corporation. 

 

When the department was discontinued in 1950 all three pumpers were stored in the Louisville Armory 

until they were sold by the County. 

 

District 1 Pumper (Middletown):  This pumper was sold to St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department in 

November/December 1952.  St. Matthews used it until 1978 when it was sold to Duffield Virginia Volun-

teer Fire Department.   This photo curtsey The story of Louisvilleôs neighborhoods, by he Courier Journal, 

ðFirefighters christened a new truck with a bottle of 7-up as part of the dedication of a new fire station 

in Middletown, 1944.  Note the date is wrong, this is probably 1947.  The person with the 7-up bottle is 

Chief Claud Thompson.  NOTE:  The county loaned STMFD the pumper sometime in 1950 for use in the 

fire service.  The department used making tape to 

cover the name on the hood and took no pictures 

of the pumper until it obtained ownership.   

Note nameðJefferson County Fire Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1949, This became a STMFD pumper known as S1 and 8821 



 

 

 Apparatus Facts of Jefferson County Fire Department 

 
District 1 Pumper (Middletown):   

 

Plaque off the side of our old 1947 Seagrave (S1). 

It is a copy of the exact lettering and layout from the original plaque.  

 

 

Courtesy Jack Monohan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JEFFERSON COUNTY FISCAL COURT 

HORACE M. BARKER 

JUDGE 

E. P. WHITE, JR. ï EDWARD TORSTRICK 

MILES R. THACKER 

COMMISSIONERS 

SAMUEL STEINFELD  - COUNTY ATTORNEY 

CLAUD THOMPSON ï FIRE CHIEF 

1946 



 

 

 Apparatus Facts of Jefferson County Fire Department 
 

District 2 Pumper (Newburg):  Was first sold to Jeffersontown Volunteer Fire Department which felt it 

was to big for their use. Edgewood bought the 1947 Seagraves from Jeffersontown Volunteer Fire De-

partment June 18, 1959 for $3,500,  but may not have taken possession until October or November of that 

year.  This was Edgewood's second truck and it helped them separate form Camp Taylor Volunteer Fire 

Department, as they no longer needed assistance of a second engine from them.  This truck served Edge-

wood well and even outlasted the 1957 Ford Pumper bought new.  When Edgewood took possession of a 

new 1971 Ford the old Seagrave was sold to McCulloch Fire Association, Jeffersonville, IN for unknown 

price.  From there it eventually would up in Indianapolis at the Fire Museum of Indiana and now is 

owned by Rodger Birchfield and we have been told is in bad shape.  

 

Courtesy Kyle Brown: 

 

 

In photo is 1957 Ford and the 

1947 Seagrave. 

  

To the right is the movie screen, 

Edgewood was known back in 

the early 60's to show movies to 

the neighboring children for 

fund raisers even thought they 

were a taxing district, funds 

were raised for fireman's fund.  

(1960 ï1962) 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

July 1966 



 

 

 Apparatus Facts of Jefferson County Fire Department 
 

District 2 Pumper (Newburg):     Courtesy Kyle Brown: 

 

EFD Nov 1967, Seagrave used to set in the rear 

of the station by this time, at one time there was 

4 trucks in the station, the 1957 Ford was sold in 

July 1967 a few months before this photo.  How 

they got four trucks out on a fire?  There roster 

was always good back then... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is July 1962, the two EFD trucks were at a 

training burn ( w/ Okolona) on Fern Valley Road 

across from Ford Motor Co.  Interesting the 

Seagrave was used for supplying the Okolona 

Truck not the newer Ford? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Courtesy, present 

 owner (2010) Rodger 

 Birchfield. 



 

 

 Apparatus Facts of Jefferson County Fire Department 
 

Courtesy John Bailey, The old 1947 Seagrave sold to McCulloch Fire Association: 



 

 

 Apparatus Facts of Jefferson County Fire Department 
 

District 3 Pumper (Pleasure Ridge Park):  Pleasure Ridge Park Volunteer Fire Department bought this 

pumper.  It eventually was hit by a truckload of soldiers and the front end was completely demolished.  It 

was sent back to Seagrave in Columbus, Ohio and rebuilt new from the dash forward.  It looked almost 

brand new.  It was eventually sold to a department in Southern Indiana.  The Pleasure Ridge Park histo-

ry on the web site states the following:  Before our department was formed in February 1950, this area 

was covered by the Jefferson County Fire Department which consisted of three districts with one pumper 

in each district. Southwest Jefferson County was considered district three. The County donated its third 

district pumper to the newly formed Pleasure Ridge Park Fire Department to use as its only apparatus. 

The vehicle was stored in a Quonset hut that was shared with the Jefferson County Police where the pre-

sent Southwest Government Center is located at 7219 Dixie Hwy. 

 

May 19, 1965, Courtesy, John Bailey, Fairdale: 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Fire Stations of Jefferson County Fire Department 
 

All three building were newly built after the department was formed and were joint police and fire sta-

tions.   

 

District 1:  The original Middletown Volunteer Fire Station was on the South Side of Shelbyville Road 

and eventually became Bob Martinôs Muffler Shop.  The new county police and fire station was built 

right next door to it on the east side at 11704 U. S. 60, )Shelbyville Road).  When the department was shut 

down it remained a police station for awhile but eventually became the Middletown Volunteer Fire Sta-

tion and Bob Martin got the old one. 

 

Reverted to county to be police stations  except Middletown   11704 U. S. 60 

Building plaque fro original fire station built in 1946. to the left.  Station one pri-

or to renovation which the county built as Fire/police station in 1946.  About 

1985. 

1964ðððð--1966 

1970 



 

 

 Fire Stations of Jefferson County Fire Department 
 

District 1:  October 1956, The Courier-Journal: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 11, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:    

County police await decision from firemen 
 

Which of two organizationsðJefferson County Third District Police or the Middletown Volunteer Fire Depart-

mentðwill continue to occupy their present quarters in Middletown after this fall. 
 

The two organizations jointly occupy a brick building on Shelbyville Road, and officials of both organizations 

say the only thing for certain at the  moment is that one of the organizations will move, and the decision is for 

the Fire Department to make. 
 

County Judge Marlow Cook has said that the county-owned building will be occupied, that if the Fire depart-

ment moves the Police Department  will remain, that if the firemen stay the police will move. 
 

Also somewhat  figuring in the decision is the Middletown Civic Club which owns the land on which the build-

ing is located and has an option to purchase the building.  
 

The Fire Department has delayed a decision waiting for an answer to a request that the Civic Club purchase the 

building using their resources , including whatever the building can be adjusted to met its needs. 
 

Civic Club officials say they have taken no action as to buying the building, mainly because they say they are 
not sure of the intentions of the Fire department. 

 

Actually, the Fire Department has been remodeling in recent weeks buying land on which to build, fire (rest of 

article just a few lines is unreadable) 

 



 

 

 Fire Stations of Jefferson County Fire Department 
 

District 2:  The County owned the County Works Department land in the Newburg area and that is 

where the new Police/Fire station was built.  The address was 3528 Newburg Road and the location is still 

owned by the county today.  Near the end of 2009 the building was torn down and a new Animal Shelter 

was built their. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1995 taken by Kyle Brown, the Newburg Station: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time of the photos, the Co Police were using the building to install equipment in new police cars, 

one room was full of old Yankee light bars, they were stacked to the windows...  They would pull new ve-

hicles into the bay, I guess they also took old equipment off old cars in there too.  The farthest I made it 

into the building one time, was in the bay.   



 

 

 Fire Stations of Jefferson County Fire Department 
 

District 2:                 1995 taken by Kyle Brown, the Newburg Station: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Fire Stations of Jefferson County Fire Department 
 

District 3:  Built at 7219 Dixie Hwy the new Police/Fire station was built.  It reverted back to just a police 

station after the fire department closed and the building was eventually torn down. 

 

 

 

 

Major Bowman 4/22 agrees with the fact that it was a quanset hut 

 
This is a picture from the 1977 Jeff Co Police yearbook, I be-

lieve it is taken outside the Dixie Sub station, looks like early 

50's from the few that I know in it?    Kyle Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is also in the yearbook, That is Bobby Crouch (Back row, 

glasses) , who became Chief.  It was taken inside the Dixie Sub 

station early 60's. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 1945 
 

 

February 23, 1945, St. Matthews Sun & The 

Jeffersonian:  Volunteer Firemen Ask For 

County Department ð Will Present Reso-

lution to The Fiscal CourtðFollowing a dis-
covery by B. H. Sublette of Middletown, president of 

The Jefferson County Firemenôs Association, that an 

act of the Kentucky legislature empowers the Fiscal 

Court to set up and operate a county fire department, a 

survey is being made by the county firemen which will 

be used in drawing up a resolution for presentation to 

the Jefferson County Fiscal Court at an early session.  

The resolution says Sublette, will indicate the pressing 

need of a county fire fighting organization about which 

various community volunteers groups can be built to 

afford the county providing the protection.   
 

ñAlready,ò said Sublette, Fayette to County has availed 

itself of the opportunity and set up an efficient pro-

gram.   In Jefferson County the fire hazard is much 

greater, the population denser and fire  loss more cost-

ly.ò  
 

ñWe have eleven community volunteer departments 

operating in the county now, but their scope of opera-

tion is limited.  In Middletown, Shively, Anchorage, 

and other centers, fire apparatus cannot be taken out of 

definite limits and therefore must refuse to make many 

calls.ò 
 

ñThis is distasteful to every volunteer fire department,ò 

explained Sublette, ñbecause our inclination is to ren-

der aid wherever we can.  But we cannot, in Mid-

dletown, for instance, go outside of Middletown Water 

District.ò 
 

ñThis installation of county-wide fire fighting equip-

ment remedies this situation.  With three or four 24 

hour fire stations set-up by the Fiscal Court at strategic 

points in the county, it will be possible to make runs 

anywhere in Jefferson County, thus reducing insurance 

rates and affording maximum protection.ò 
 

The enabling statute which Sublette ascertained was 

passed in 1942 is simple and succinct in its language, 

stating that ñif any county elects to operate a fire de-

partment the fiscal court may purchase whatever equip-

ment is necessary...lease or purchase any property or 

building necessary...employ a sufficient number of 

persons deemed necessary...fix salaries of the persons 

employed and to pay said salaries in monthly payments 

out of the general fund of the county.ò 
 

A meeting of the executive committee of the Jefferson 

County Volunteer Firemenôs Association will be held 

in the office of J. H. Butterman on the Bardstown Road 

at Buechel, Wednesday evening, February 23, to frame 

a resolution to be presented the fiscal court.  This com-

mittee is composed of one member of each of the elev-

en volunteer fire departments in the county.   

 


