Brief History O
Jefferson County '

1945 to 1951

This 1is

a sections that
pictures, : T

i

0

y have been col
d and entered
firefighters.

y
e
coll ected, e
friends and

n
h
z
w

aphics have been i mproved
emember that many c¢ame
ems such as document s,
i ded whenever it was ava
werenot able to provide
iled, 99% of them would ha
The ok owing®Aoioficlee INnfECc mesons.

Pl ease use this information as a refere
any purpose other than a reference tool

I f you have additional information on
share, please contact me (Al Ring) at




Expl anati on

di scussions started about form
county. Eventually County gover
1950. Some of the very peopl e

enemies and helped end it.

next 50 years the Volunteer
were probably overall provi di

are articles and photos we haveno
anyone | ooking at this information migh

Special dhanks To

Rick Al bers

Kyl e Br own

Joe Hardesty, Louisville Public Library
Otto G. Mo c k

Jack Monohan

David Morgan, Jefferson County Archives
Mi ke Noon

Al Ring
Al | the others that contributed to this secitc




TI MELI NE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY FI RE D

FebruaryB. 1.45Subl ette of Middletown Fire Depa
teers Firemends Association approached Jef fer
Jefferson County Fire Department. There were
idea was to have 3 or 4 strategically placed
fire departments at that ti me. Judge Horace
ferson County Fire Department .

~ Augustg FLedge Jefferson County Fire Department
was a veteran of the LouWsvghtePFante Bepar Dmp
ence. Part of that time he was Captain of Lo

Mar ch,d B94N. Sublette of Middletown and J. H.
order against the County from purchasing 3 pu
county fire stations. This started the feud
be overcome.

By AugudtT,hek®486 irefighters ran the Jefferson
decided, and 3 districts set up, and 3 pumper ¢

Chief Claud Thompson 26 years 8 months expe

1981. The 1930 census shows him the son o
ing on Hemlock St. and a Captain with the (

Captain J. D. Thompson, 1st. County District
Lieutenant and Captain with the Louisville
Depart ment .

Captain Wi lliam Gur k, Newburg Fire Station,
23 years in training at 20th and Garl and.
Depart ment . The 1930 census shows him on
born February 26, 1889 and died August 197
Frances C. The 1946 Carondéds directory him
nue.

Captain George Andrews, 3rd County District P
Department most recently at Hook and Ladde l
from Greece, born about 1893 and 37 years ol d

uar ¥y,J uldyde7 Hor ace M. Barker, |l ooks back at fi

ehouses are under constructi on.

ch 01BWy4 8now Bi || Rice of Buechel Fire Depart
is McAfee was their attorney. They worked
r Fore Departments.

uar 9 Jueyg@ Boman L. Shamburger became Jef f e
ferson County Fire Department during this mon
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PEOPLE | NVOLVED WI TH THI S STORY
County Judge Bomad ALL wshaanbeu bg elrudge
June 15, 1905 and died March 1975. Hi s | as
served as Jefferson County Judge el z
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER §
From the 1936 Car (SHvsumeRsmiL e Ct VOTE FOR
B. L.
Shamburger
'COUNTY JUDGE
»s'mmmbn::"r:ozﬁﬁc TICKET .. |
- (R
April 1L5,eult®h%Bnt LesDest MiciNeli @f 2 :EEhes .
to AJood. Involved with accident wit E%n.’;&EWr@_
the 1930 census he was the son of J| = -—=*—r
lived on 3rd Street and had ot her f a|Uomn Huskin Contest
Hel en. At Fairdale Nov 12.::
On Nmemhcf 12 the pmnlc of
Jelferson County will be treated
to the -third anoual “Huskin' |1
Ber” sponsored by lhe County |
‘1 Reereation Board. [
_ Everyene will be able 1o enjoy !
a full program of fun and enter- |
lnlnmcm as the County Board is
planning soveral feature nnmh«s |

aud

Chief CI Thompson

\erur\do‘urnnl Photo
G. H. PARKER
Discusses fire risks

for this all-county event.

The evening will'be blnhllghl--
ed of course by ihe open “comn
huskin'®  contest.  Invitations
have been gent out to the sur-
ronnding couptics to send their

fon corn husk 10 take
rllndtryln\vmmaluu.
bcwutul trophies offered to the
winner ‘and runnor up lu the
contest, \

“In sddition to the, maln con-
test such as corn huskin' for the
{ ladies, corn-shelling and baskel~
filling contests will be ouuul o
thnso present.,

-Several acls of entertainment
‘Iwill be offered to those People
attending. The Jast part of the|
evening's entertainment will bo
tarped into an’ eld-fashioned |-
square dance. | Square lhnc\m
has beeome oné of the most po
ular recreational activities’ ln |bc
county, '~ The ‘callers and |
elring band will be present to as-
alm: cach M wurym a cooﬁ,
time..

‘Those desiring o to cnter the
open - “Corn’ Huskin' " contest
must notify the Jeffersop County
A Recrention offite by November,
0, ~ This can be done by cither
calling Clay 2618 or Clay 667)-
extensiop 455, or by, writing to
(the o(llce lndk‘nlinu this degire
1o ‘©nter,

"This is° one “of -the big wenu,l.
in the fall " recreation progrom
sponsored by your Counly. Board,

, Put this dale down as a must!
MMB is hw’ded..mm\h\m’
l- trec except’ roltuhmbnls

———
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Apparatus Facts of Jefferson Count

|l three umSdasgmwevwve 71DUT7G. P. M. Pumper s, Mo d el
D-0855 the others would have been just before
Ohi o by Seagrave Corporation.
When the department was discontinued in 1950
until they were sold by the County.
District 1 Pumper (Middletown): This pumper
November / December 1952. St . Matt hews used it

teer Fire Depart menlthe stTohriys opfh dtoaicwritldeyys n
OFirefighters christened-up maswptrtclfwitthle aelk

in Middletown, 1944. Note the date i s wirponbgo
Chief Claud Thompson. NOTE: The county | oan
fire service. The de
cover the name on the
of the pumper until it

Not e dnJaenfef er son County

By Times Statf Photogcapber
3 County ch Department Pumper Rum Afoul of St. Matthews. Sewers
1t required almost two hours @and two wrecker trucks to free Boulevard and Sherrin. The fire, a minor one in a garage, was
thls county pumper from the gooe¥ mire as it attempted to reach a o extinguished with a garden hose by neighbors. Two days ago the
in St. Matthews last night. ABswering an alarm from 4024 St. " Fiscal Court ordered no more openings made on the sewer projects
Gemme Fire Lt. L. M. Nevin and his crew got as far as Norbourne until contractors fill existing open excavations.

1949, This became a STMFD pumper known as S1 and 8821

"ET T



Apparatus Facts of Jefferson Co
District 1 Pumper (Middletown):

of f the s our old 1947 Seagrave

i
copy of t exact | ettering and | ayout

Courtesy Jack Monohan

JEFFERSON COUNTY FI SECAL COUEF
HORACE M. BARKER
JUDGE
P. WHTHEWARDR.TORSTRI CK
MILES R. THACKER
COMMI SSI ONERS
SAMUEL STEI-XBOBHINOY ATTORNEY
CLAUD THOMPKIORE CHI E|F
1946




Apparatus Facts of Jefferson Count

District 2 Pumper (Newburg): Was first sol d
was to big for their wuse. Edgewood bought th
partment June 18, 1959 for $3,500, but may n
year This was Edgewood's second truck and i
Department, as they no |l onger needed assistan
wood wel | and even outlasted the 1957 Ford Pu
new 1971 Ford the old Seagrave was sold to Mc
price. From there it eventually would wup 1in
~owned by Rodger Birchfield and we have been t

Courtesy Kyle

to is 19

I n pho

1947 Seagrave.
To the right i "
Edgewood was |
the early 60'sg=
t he nei ghborin
fund raisers e
wer e a taxing
were raised fo
(1916962)

July 1966
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Apparatus Facts of Jefferson Count
Courtesy John Bailey, The old 1947 Seagrave s




of Jefferson Co

Apparatus Facts

District 3 Pumper (Pleasure Ridge Park): Pl e
pumper . It eventually was hit by a truckl oad
was sent back to Seagrave in Columbus, Ohi o a
brand new. It was eventually sold to a depar
ry on the web sitBefstra¢ esut heepadt mevmtngwas f o
was covered by the Jefferson County Fire Depa
in each district Sout hwest Jefferson County

di strict pumper to the newly formed Pl easure

The vehicle was stored in a Quonset hut that

sent Southwest Government Center is | ocated at

May

19,

1965, Cou

rtesy, John

Bai l Fai

Staff Photo

Bessie, left, is 20 years old and ready for retirement. That’s her replacement, at riﬁht.

T Béﬁs_ie Has Made 3,000 Fire Runs
But That's:Over; Now She's for Sale

By KELLY COCANOUGHER
| Louisville Times Staff Writer
+ She has been a noisy old gal, never
much to look at, but always exciting.

The men in her life call her Bessie.

A siren in the strictest sense, Bessie
!n.s been a source of pride for 15 years
in Pleasure Ridge Park as the disfrict’s
best-known firetruck.

She has responded to more than 3,000
fires—as many as 16 in one day—and
only once in that time needed a push to
get started. !

Bessie was the district's first piece of
firefighting equipment, -bought second-
hand for $800 raised by donations. A 1946
model, she is now too old to pass Ken-
meky inspection standards and is up for

e.

le?hqegnent Is $35,000 fmck

The replacement is a $35,000 truck,
a steamlined, custom-built pumper that
tyngu;u;e progress the department has
made.

The unincorporated area had no men
and no money for firefighting in early
1951. Now it has four fire stations, 112
firemen, 16 pieces of equipment and is
the -hiuest volunteer department in the

state,

‘As one of 20 volunteer departments

in{the county, it protects a five-mile
3 lqlgug ‘area that sits astride Dixie High-

way, extending from Shively on the
north to Valley Station on the south and
Manslick Road on the east to the Ohio
River on the west.

The area embraces approximately
5,000 pieces of taxable property and
18,000 inhabitants. ;

Pleasure Ridge Park insurance rates
in those 15 years have dropped from
10th class to sixth class, said Bob Boh-
ler, secretary of the fire department.

Bohler's dad, Ernest, is chief of the !
department. It was he, along with Frank |
Murphy, now a retired postmaster, who

| led a door-to-door drive 15 years ago to
obtain money to get the department
started.

Now equipment and facilities are
valued at $380,000.

Only 3 Firemen Are Paid

Only three firemen are paid—three
radio operators who maintain ‘a 24-hour
alert. The 109 volunteers include mer-
chants, insurancemen, welfare workers,
manual laborers, two professional fire-
men with the City of Louisville, and four
ministers who serve as chaplains.

Pleasure Ridge Park has its own
alarm system, separate from the county’s
central alarm system. The telephone
number is 921-0624.

The: four firehouses, strateg cally
located throughout the area, are al' nod- !

ern brick, complete with kitchens and
offices. i :

At least one two-hour training exer-
cise is held each week and it includes
first-aid classes and rescue practice. And
once each year 12 men attend a state fire i
st;hool to learn special firefighting tech-
niques.

On top of that there is a departmental
pride as fierce as fire-engine red.

N—




Fire Stations of Jefferson County

|l three building were newly built after the
ons.

District 1: The original Mi ddl et own Vol untee
and eventually became Bob Martinés Muffler S
right next door to it on the east side at 117
down it remained a police station for awhile
tion and Bob Martin got the old one.

Reverted to county to be police stations e xc

% THIS COUNTY |
POLICE sU!
WAS ERECTID N LY
UPON ORDER OF THE §15
JEFFERSON C(
comrossy’

Jube:
HORACE M.BA
COMMISSIONT !
E.P. WHITE.J
EDWARD TORSTH
; MILES R.THACK!
} m‘ﬂ;\'SAﬂC} LS
D THOMPSON
ARCHITICT .
STRATTON 0. HAMY

0 BONTRACTO®

1968060-19




Fire Stations of Jefferson County

Di strict 1: Th©ec Celooeurrentadl 5 6 ,

. | s Sp— o T {
2 * A 4 : 3 4
. ' Y * % . el
: | st v T ;
. 3 > ré ~ 3.

POLICE STATION in the making is this District 1 office
at Middletown. The County will equip its three district stations with com-

- munications, recprd facilities, and regular detective, traffic, and beat officers, |
so it will have a, main Courthouse station plus the three smaller stations in
the county, Allithree district offices, built in 1946 as police-fire stations, -
-have the: ume'iexterior appearance as the. Middletown- building.

COMPLETE 1

- B v .
June 1TT,hel9v®4,ce Of St. Matthews

County police await decision fro
Which of twédlJefdemisnat iComsmty Third District P i
medwill continue to occupy their present quarter

The two organizations jointly occupy a brick bui
say the only thing for certain at the moment 1| S

the Fire Department to make.

County Judge Marl ow Comknehdasb wialidi ntgh awi Itlh eb ec oauenc
ment moves the Police Department wi || remain, t
Al so somewhat figuring in the decision is the M
ing is located and has an option to purchase the
The Fire Department has delayed a decision wait.
building using their resources , including what e
Civic Club officials say they have taken no act.
not sure of the intentions of the Fire departmen
Actually, the Fire Department has been remodel in
article just a few |Ilines is unreadabl e)

"ET T






e Stations of Jefferson Cou

1995 taken by Kyl




of Jefferson Cou

District : i at 7219 Dixie Hwy the new
station re department c¢closed and

Maj or Bowman 4/ 22 agrees with the fact that

ur e
k en
e W

This is also in the yearbook]
gl asses) , whiot bwaamealCéamn efn
station early 60's.




1945

February S23, Ma%4%h,ews Sun & The

Jefferdoniuan eer Firemen Ask For

County DepaNitimenPtr esent Reso-

l ution to TheeFoFlieswial aCdiug-t

covery by B. H. Subl ette of Mi ddl et own, president of
The Jefferson County Firemenébés Association, t hat an
act of the Kentucky 1l egislature empowers the Fiscal
Court to set up and operate a county fire department,
survey is being made by the county firemen which wil!l
be used in drawing up a resolution for presentation t
the Jefferson County Fiscal Court at an early session.
The resolution says Sublette, wi || indicate the pressi
need of a county fire fighting organization about whic
various community volunteers groups can be built t o
afford the county providing the protection.

AAlready, 0 said Sublette, Fayette to County has availe
itself of the opportunity and set up an efficient pro
gr am. In Jefferson County the fire hazard is much
greater, the population denser and fire |l oss more cos
l'y. o

AwWe have eleven community volunteer department s
operating in the county now, but their scope of opera-
tion is | imited. I n Middl et own, Shively, Anchorage,
and other centers, fire apparatus cannot be taken out
definite Iimits and therefore must refuse to make many
calls. o

AThis is distasteful to every volunteer fire departmen
explained Sublette, fibecause our inclination is to ren
der aid wherever we can. But we cannot, in Mid-

dl etown, for instance, go outside of Middletown Water
District. o

AThis instalwiade ofhi rod fciogmttiyng equi p-

me nt remedies this situation. With three or four 24
hour fireupsthayt itomes Fiedc al Court at strategic

points in the county, it owi | be possible to make run
anywhere in Jefferson County, thus reducing insurance
rates and affording maxi mum protection. o

The enabling statute which Sublette ascertained was
passed in 1942 is simple and succinct in its |l anguage,
stating that Aiif any county elects to operate a fire de-
partment the fiscal court may purchase whatever equip-
me nt is necessary. ..l ease or purchase any property or
buil ding necessary...empl oy a sufficient number of
persons deemed necessary...fix salaries of the persons
empl oyed and to pay said salaries in monthly payments
out of the general fund of the county. o

A meeting of the executive committee of the Jefferson
County Volunteer Firemen6s Association wil!/l be hel d
in the office of J. H. Butterman on the Bardstown Road
at Buechel, Wednesday evening, February 23, to frame

a resolution to be presented the fiscal court. This com-
mittee is composed of one member of each of the el ev-
en volunteer fire departments in the county.




