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Brief Histories Of  

Fairdale & Highview Fire Departments  

 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, 

pictures, etc.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were 

collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of many 

friends and fellow firefighters. 

 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader 

should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to 

other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. 

is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified and regret 

that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not 

identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-

Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 

 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for 

any purpose other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

If you have additional information on Fairdale and Highview departments that you would share, 

please contact me (Al Ring) at ringal@comcast.net. 
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Jefferson County Fire Protection Areas 
 

April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 



3 

Section 4 

3 

  

Jefferson County Fire Protection Areas 
 

January 26, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Jay Lawrence:  Volunteer firefighters may be giving the 
county the best for less--Fire departments becoming bigger, more professional:  
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1993 
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 Fairdale Fire Department 
 

Courtesy, A Place in time, a publication of The Courier-Journal, 1989: 
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 Fairdale Fire Department 
 

Courtesy, A Place in time, a publication of The Courier-Journal, 1989: 
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 Fairdale Fire Department 
 

Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fire District:             Fairdale Fire Department Started  1952 
 

THE HISTORY OF FAIRDALE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

The Fairdale Volunteer Fire Department was organized in September of 1952. It was started by people of the 
community holding meetings to determine the need for fire service. These folks determined they could cover a 
radius of 3 to 5 miles from the center of Fairdale.  The human resources were volunteer members of the com-
munity.  
 
The Fire House which is located in the center of Fairdale was started in September 1952 and finished in No-
vember 1952. I was built by members of the community giving their time and labor. 
  
The first truck was delivered November 10, 1952. In 1953 a jeep was purchased and equipped for fighting field 
fires.  
 
In 1955 a second fire truck was purchased which is a 500 gallon Seagrave. In 1959 another jeep was purchased 
for fighting field fires. 
  
In those early days the fire department is governed by a Board of Directors which consisted of ten members. 
The Department is operated from membership of property owners who pay annual dues for fire protection. The 
Fire Department has a total of two fire trucks and two jeeps. It is operated by a Central radio, a base station, 
each piece of fire equipment is radio equipped and radio receivers in most firemenôs homes. 
 
The Fire Department is operated by a Chief, Assistant Chief, Captain, Lieutenant, 3 Engineers, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and 2 Fire Marshals. The Department has a force of 39 men. 
 
With the name "Penile, Fairdale, Coral Ridge, Auburndale, Third Street Road Volunteer Fire Departments, an 
identity crisis is  inevitable. Forced to house the original fire truck in a  private garage on Third Street Road un-
til the completion of the new fire station in Fairdale only added to the confusion. 
 
The fire department began as a membership organization and remained funded with citizen donations for over 
twenty years.   
 
In September 1976 the Fairdale Fire Department moved from the original Manslick Road location (Fairdale 
Feed & Hardware) to a new fire station on Mitchell Hill Road. The original location where Charlie Siemens do-
nated land for a fire station in 1952 became an auction house before morphing into the hardware store it once 
neighbored. 
 
In 1995 the need for a second station was recognized by the Board of Trustees and was constructed at 3rd Street 
Road and the Outer Loop. The dedication ceremony to open the station was held October 11, 1996.   
   
By year 2000, the Fairdale fire district grew to over 20,000 residents within this 33 square mile fire district and 
run volumes exceeded 700. Such run volumes dictated to the Trustees that the department move up to the next 
level of service with full time firefighters. 
 
On April 1st, 2000 the first paid chief was hired. By August 1st, 2000 the first career firefighters were hired and 
scheduled for nine hours a day five days per week. Today Fairdale Fire Department is staffed with around-the-
clock career, volunteer, and part-time firefighters from neighboring fire departments and they respond with 
EMS as first responders. Run volumes have grown to over 1500 per year.  
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 Fairdale Fire Department 
 

Courtesy John Bailey:   Took this picture the other day (2/2011)  it's of the building that housed Fairdale's first 

engine before the firehouse got built.  At that time it was a Auto Repair Garage.  When I was growing up and 

when I was on Fairdale it was Shaky's Bar & Grill.  The original building was only a small part in the front. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chiefs of Fairdale Fire Department as of 2011: 
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 Fairdale Fire Department 
 

Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fire District:              

1953 

1955 
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 Fairdale Fire Department 
 

Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fire District:              

1957  below  1963 
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 Fairdale Fire Department 
 

Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fire District:              

1975 

1976 

1976 
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 Fairdale Fire Department 
 

Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fire District:         1968       


