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may be giving county the best for less

FIRE PROTECTION IN JEFFERSON COUNTY
A comparison of 22 volunteer departments

and the city of Louisville department.

1980

Insurance Fire

rating®* runs

LOUISVILLE 2 10,867

Volunteer departments

HARRODS CREEK 5 213
WORTHINGTON 8 177
LYNDON . 5 331

| MIDDLETOWN 4 293
ANCHORAGE 6 47
ST. MATTHEWS 5 371
EASTWOOD 7 58
McMAHAN 8 165

| JEFFERSONTOWN 8 285"
| CAMP TAYLOR 6 247
| BUECHEL 5 389
BLACK MUDD 4 435
FERN CREEK 6 258

| HIGHVIEW 8 287
OKOLONA 6 667
EDGEWOOD 7 236
FAIRDALE 6 419
SHIVELY 5 364
DIXIE SUBURBAN 8 102
LAKE DREAMLAND 8 270
PLEASURE RIDGE PARK 5 1,013
SOUTH DIXIE 8 240
Total fire alarms 8,867

Volunteer City of
departments** Louisville
Firefighters 1,400 517
Primary fire trucks 174 36
Firehouses 45 23
Square miles protected 310 65

**including Shively, which is a mostly paid department.

*The lower the number, the better the rating.
In outlying areas of many fire districts, the
rating reaches 9 because of lack of water
or distance from a firehouse.
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- JEFFERSON COUNTY’S
- FIRE DISTRICTS

20 ™

i

1. Anchorage 8. Fairdale 15. McMahan

2. Black Mudd 9. Fern Creek 16. Middletown

3. Buechel 10. Harrods Creek 17. Okolona

4. Camp Taylor 11. Highview 18. Pleasure Ridge Park
5. Dixie Suburban 12. Jeffersontown 19. St. Matthews

6. Eastwood 13. Lake Dreamland 20. South Dixie

7. Edgewood 14. Lyndon 21. Worthington

STAFF ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE DURBIN
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Sunday basketball
was popular in 1954
at Fairdale High. Its
gym was one of five

opened in the county
after vandals broke
into schools to play.
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Early city of Newtown lived and died
with flow at salt lick; land disputes abounded

HE RECORDED history

of Fairdale dates back

almost 200 years to a

long-dead city. But the

community's present
name is 75 years old.

The name came from a meeting
on May 30, 1910, when residents
met at Mount Holly Road to think
up a new name for the area.

“They were disturbed because
people referred to Fairdale as the
Wet Woods or Woods Precinct,”
said Marylyn Nelson, of Fairdale
Road, who has researched the
area's past for about 10 years.

By BILL PIKE/Staff Writer

Residents wanted a more flatter-
ing name, so they voted to call the
area “Fairdale,” a name suggested
by resident Oscar Reed.

Even with its new name, Fair-
dale had an old history of land has-
sles, buffalo trails, a salt lick, color-
ful characters and as a city.

A city called Newtown was incor-
porated in the area in 1794, 16
years after George Rogers Clark
founded Louisville. It began dying
about 35 years later, said George
Yater, a local historian and author.
“It wasn’t much more than a gleam
in somebody's eye,” Yater said.

But while it gleamed, Newtown
was home to a rough and ready
crew at a nearby salt lick, Yater
said. “People who worked the salt
mines — you might say — were
pretty rough folks."”

The lick, Jefferson County’s first
big industry, “was going night and
day" for a few years, Yater said.

Salt from the lick was advertised
as far away as Lexington, where
The Kentucky Gazette newspaper
ran ads in 1787 boasting “A con-
stant supply of the best of
salt, from Mann’s Lick,” according
to Yater's book "Two Hundred
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Years at the Falls of the Ohio.”
The area’s population had grown
because of the jobs offered by the
lick, and Newtown, roughly bound- %,
ed by the present Seaboard System ?9%‘
Railroad tracks, Wilson Creek, Center
Fairdale Road and South Park M°' )
Hills, was founded. Lick
When the lick ran out of salt

area was “‘sparsely populated,” she
said.

Newtown legally disappeared in
the late 1890s after a change in the
state constitution required cities to
elect officials and have meetings if
they wanted to remain incorporat-
ed, Nelson said.

She added that many residents at
the time probably didn't know they
% lived in an incorporated area.

d,,m According to several historians,
o

Joseph Brooks, for whom the area
Brooks

,‘%Pwm
.

% f South
& B

about 1830, Newtown went under, Q

Yater said.

The center of the lick, called
Mann's Lick, was between present
Glengarry Drive and Southern
Ditch, Nelson said. Mann's Lick
gave its name to Manslick Road,
which originally linked the Port-
land area in Louisville, Fairdale
and Frankfort, she said.

Wilderness Road, which ran
from Seventh and Main streets in
Louisville to Bullitt County and on
to the Cumberland Gap, also con-

1020 of Brooks in northern Bullitt Coun-
ty is named, was the first owner of
Mann’s Lick, Nelson said.

Brooks was a big source of his-
torical information for Nelson be-
cause he was involved in numerous
lawsuits, mostly over land owner-
ship, she said. “Lawsuits abounded
like running water. ... They fought
like cats and dogs over the land,”

litt's Lick was in present Bullitt
County west of Shepherdsville,
Yater said.

Explorers who accompanied sur-

nected Newtown and Louisville.

Both roads originally were trails
buffalo used to get from Indiana to
the salt licks, Yater said. The buf-
falo crossed the Ohio at the falls in
shallow water, he said.

Smaller licks were in the area
bounded by Kenwood Hill, the Bul-
litt County line, Greyling Drive and
Preston Highway, Nelson said. Bul-

veyors sent into the area by the
state of Virginia, which included
Kentucky until 1792, settled in the
area in the early 1770s, she said.

Property records indicate that
the McCauleys, who lived on top of
one of the South Park Hills, were
the first family to own land in the
area, Nelson said.

After Newtown faded away, the

Nelson said.

Besides

lawsuits, Nelson re-
searched deeds and other legal
documents, maps, books, family
records and other sources.

“The more I research, the more
I wonder why we weren't part of
Bullitt County. Our history is more
aligned with Bullitt County’s than
Jefferson County’s,” Nelson said.

Mitchell Hill Road
winds through some
of the tree-covered
hills and knobs that
surround Fairdale.
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Fairdale Fire Department
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engine before the firehouse got bWhilmn.

when | was on Fairdale it was Shaky's
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Chiefs of Fairdale Fire Department as

1st Caude Elzy (10 Years)

Clinton Elzy

Ora Spalding (His son Joe was on in late 70's early 80's & late 90's)
J.B. (Mac) Mccutchen (His grandson was on in the 90's)
John Alvey

Jack Morrison

Jim Longacre (10 Years+)

Harold McGill

Doug Logsdon

10th Ted Hollkamp

11th Don Wittry

12th Ted Hollkamp

13th Don Wittry (10 Years+ 1st Paid Chief)
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Fairdale Fire Department

Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fire Distric
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Fairdale Fire Department

Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fire Distric
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FAIRDALE FIRE DEPT
200 70 400 PM
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Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fir

Photo by Oanny Hammers

A photograph of the Model of the new Fairdale Fire
Station shows how the new fire station will appear when it
is completed.
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Fairdale Fire Department

Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fire Dist




