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FIRE PROTECTION IN JEFFERSON COUNTY
A comparison of 22 volunteer departments

and the city of Louisville department.

1980

Insurance Fire

rating®* runs

LOUISVILLE 2 10,867

Volunteer departments

HARRODS CREEK 5 213
WORTHINGTON 8 177
LYNDON . 5 331

| MIDDLETOWN 4 293
ANCHORAGE 6 47
ST. MATTHEWS 5 371
EASTWOOD 7 58
McMAHAN 8 165

| JEFFERSONTOWN 8 285"
| CAMP TAYLOR 6 247
| BUECHEL 5 389
BLACK MUDD 4 435
FERN CREEK 6 258

| HIGHVIEW 8 287
OKOLONA 6 667
EDGEWOOD 7 236
FAIRDALE 6 419
SHIVELY 5 364
DIXIE SUBURBAN 8 102
LAKE DREAMLAND 8 270
PLEASURE RIDGE PARK 5 1,013
SOUTH DIXIE 8 240
Total fire alarms 8,867

Volunteer City of
departments** Louisville
Firefighters 1,400 517
Primary fire trucks 174 36
Firehouses 45 23
Square miles protected 310 65

**including Shively, which is a mostly paid department.

*The lower the number, the better the rating.
In outlying areas of many fire districts, the
rating reaches 9 because of lack of water
or distance from a firehouse.
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1. Anchorage 8. Fairdale 15. McMahan

2. Black Mudd 9. Fern Creek 16. Middletown

3. Buechel 10. Harrods Creek 17. Okolona

4. Camp Taylor 11. Highview 18. Pleasure Ridge Park
5. Dixie Suburban 12. Jeffersontown 19. St. Matthews

6. Eastwood 13. Lake Dreamland 20. South Dixie

7. Edgewood 14. Lyndon 21. Worthington

STAFF ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE DURBIN
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Fisherville

Hotel, mineral springs had old mill town awash
in trappings of luxury at the turn of the century

Protecti on

By KEITH L. RUNYON/Staff Writer

NUGGLED in the valley

of Floyds Fork, along Tay-

lorsville Road some 20

miles southeast of down-

town Louisville, Fisher-
ville may be one of Jefferson Coun-
ty’s best-kept secrets: a peaceful
country town.

But some who recognize the
town’s potential — including easy
access to the Snyder Freeway and
Taylorsville Lake — may be un-
willing in the next decade to leave
it as it is.

“Nobody knows Fisherville,” la-
ments furniture store operator
Margaret Pound. Indeed, there's
not even a reference to the town on
the nearby freeway exit at Taylors-
ville Road.

To the visitor who does know the
way, Fisherville doesn’t look much
different than it did a generation
ago: the winding main street of Old
Taylorsville Road with a few
houses, a post office, a store and
vacant lots. Buildings look spiffier,
and the old grocery, owned for
many years by the late Leslie T.
Runyon Sr. and later Leslie T. Run-
yon Jr., now is home for the Pound
store.

“The only thing we had in Fish-
erville in those days was a garage,
a tavern and our general store,"” re-
called Runyon, who now lives in
Louisville. “We had one of the first
telephones in Fisherville; the num-
ber was 7-R."”

Sometimes things weren’t so sim-
ple. On election days during the
Depression, when his father's store
was also the polling place, “‘usually
there were fisticuffs ... because of

Bl ngn%lu
ue
Rock ROAD
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Floyds

the competition for patronage jobs
in the late 1930s.”

Gradually, new growth is edging
its way to Fisherville. The East-
wood fire department spent $75,000
to replace its station. And nearby
on English Station Road, there’s an
industrial park.

Because the town is unincorpor-
ated an exact population is unavail-
able, but the postal route operating
out of Fisherville serves between
100 and 150 families.

Although it has no formal bound-
aries, Fisherville generally runs
along both sides of old Taylorsville
Road, between Fisherville Road
and English Station Road.

The town's name came from a
miller, Robert Fisher, who began
grinding flour on Floyds Fork in
the 1840s. In those days, Fisherville
was one of several milling points
along the river. The mill was razed
in 1920, and some of its stones and

timbers were used to construct a
livery stable.

By the turn of the century, the
mood in Fisherville was quite dif-
ferent — sophisticated, some might
say. The wealthy and the health-
conscious from Louisville made
their way to Fisherville because of
its spa; it was the regional answer
to Bath, Saratoga or Baden-Baden.
One of the town's two hotels, the
Blue Rock, had 40 rooms and, on
Sundays, sometimes served dinners
for as many as 300.

Balls were held in the hotels and
visitors played croquet on the
lawns. Mineral water was served
that was said to have remarkable
purgative effects.

But the mineral springs ran dry
in 1914, and the tourist business
evaporated. Several years later, the
Blue Rock closed. Rail service to
the town ended, too. Both hotels
were eventually demolished.

The lack of water remains an is-
sue. Today the question is whether
Fisherville should be connected to
Louisville water. Some believe that
would intensify interest in the area.

And even some who say they
hate to see a building boom voice
fears over the lack of water serv-
ice. Still, opposition remains stiff,
and at a public hearing in August,
15 landowners in the area opposed
extension of the waterline.

At the time, area resident Doug-
las Wheeler put it this way: “I like
being out in the country and the
quiet.”

Keith L. Runyon’s family lived in
Fisherville from the turn of the
century until 1950.
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The Blue Rock
Hotel, boasting
mineral-rich sulphur
springs, was a
popular resort for
Louisville society
before the springs
dried up in 1914,
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Proudly Serving Since 1953
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The Eastwood Fire Protection District is a combination
career/volunteer fire department located in far eastern
Jefferson County. We are made up of 44 firefighters. We
cover the Eastwood community, as well as Fisherville and
the Long Run Fire District. We staff 2 stations 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year with career
firefighters. These personnel are all medically trained as
well, and respond with Louisville Metro Emergency Medical
Services, and Shelby County Emergency Medical Services for
medical calls within the district. We operate off of unit
dispatching, which allows MetroSafe to dispatch the true
closest unit to an emergency.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dennis Carrithers, Chairman

Bob McGary, Treasurer

Larry Likes, Secretary/Firefighter Representative

Larry Roberts, Property Owner Representative

Cheryl Fust, Mavor Appointed Representative

John Gnadinger, Mayor Appointed Representative

Jaason Rubenstein, Firefighter Representative

The Board of Trustees meet on the second Monday of each
month. Meetings take place at Station 1, located at 16010

Shelbyville Road, beginning at 7:30 PM. All meetings are
open to the public.

Eastwood Fire Protection District
~2011~
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I would like to welcome you to our
web site. This site was designed
to keep you informed on the
happenings of the fire district.

You will find many areas to assist
you with fire prevention, and
community events.

I invite you to stop by either
station to take a tour, ask a
question, or just meet the finest
men and women that protect the
Eastwood Fire Protection District.

Please feel free to contact me at
5+ (502) 245-14000 or by e-mail at
bdavenport@eastwoodfire.com

Colonel Brent

Davenport Sincerely,
Fire Chief

Chief Davenport

Eastwood Fire Protection District
~2011~
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EASTWOOD FIRE DISTRICT
STA. 1

Administrative Main Ioor - Main Floor - Training Main Kitchen Livin Pysical

Assistant - Hallway Lt. Colonel's Room Quarters / Fitness
Main Entrance Office Recreation  Workout
Room Room
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Dormitories Dormltory Gear Room
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Recreation Dormitory Dormitory
Area / Hallway Room
Kitchen
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STAFF

Command Staff

Chief Brent Davenport
Deputy Chief David Colyer
Major Larry Likes

Administrative Assistant
Sarah Clark

1st Platoon - Quint 7 2nd Platoon - Quint 7 3rd Platoon - Quint 7

Captain Mike Sutt Captain Dewayne
Firefightar Brian Powell Firefightar Brian May
Firefightar Jacod Stamr

1st Platoon - Engine 2 2nd Platoon - Engine 2 3rd Platoon - Engine 2

Captain Dan Shirkey wh::nm Captain Matt Davenport

Sergeant Sergeant
Sergeant Mike Hope
Firefighter Jaason Rubanstein Firefighter Kavin Shuck Firefightar Corey Marta

Volunteer Staff
Captain Kevin Phillips

Sergeant Matt Weidmyer
Sergeant Anthony Wilson

Chaplain/PIO Barry Harkness

Firefighter John Bodenbender
Firefighter Adam Kerr
Firefighter Jenica McCray
Firefighter Zack Swanson
Firefighter Alex Tipton

Recruit Cody Kerr
Recruit Chris Shirley
Recruit Ali Weidmyer

LIFETIME MEMBERS

Retired Chief Wayne Aaron
Retired Chief Wayne Evans
Retired Major David Tipton
Retired Sgt Harold Wallace
Retired FF Darrell Girdley
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The Eastwood Fire Protection District Explorer Post is made up of
young men and women, ages 14-18 that are interested in a
firefighting career. The explorers participate in weekly training
provided by the Eastwood Fire District, and serve as support
personnel to front line staff.

If you are between the ages of 14-18, and are interested in the
career of firefighting, please contact the Post Advisor, Firefighter
Anthony Wilson at s (s02)245:14000 for more information.

EXPLORER POST MEMBERS
Post Advisor: Firefighter Anthony Wilson

Explorer C. Adler
Explorer D. Bailey
Explorer T. Chamberlain
Explorer S. Colyer

Explorer M. Durbin
Explorer M. Hardison
Explorer C. Haworth
Explorer S. Larvick
Explorer A. Netherton
Explorer T. McCray
Explorer A Reaves
Explorer R. Rogers
Explorer D. Shockey
Explorer M. Shirley

Explorer J. Stopher

Eastwood Fire Protection District
~2011~




