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Who Is The Firefighter?

The person who responds to society’s needs
with compassion;

The person who can get a cat out of a tree;

The person who has chosen the world’s most
dangerous occupation as a brotherhood;

The person who can save another’s life in the
physical sense, as others save in an emotional,
physiological or social sense;

The person who boldly protects life and
property in a country that honors intellectual
achievements;

The person who still works many hours a week;

The person who has hundreds of stories to tell
of the big ones;

The person to whom a little boy can really talk;

The person whom people delight in calling to
the address of a non-existent fire;

The person who is sometimes greeted with
bullets when he is just doing his job;

The person who, on attempting to extinguish an
arsonist’s blaze in an abandoned building, finds
the stair treads removed and drops to possible
injury or death;

The person who enters a burning building
and, risking his own life in the dense smoke,
searches for trapped victims;

The person who rescues a puppy and massages
his heart for twenty minutes to bring him back
to life;

The person we forget about until we smell
smoke.

To these men and women, we dedicate this.
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The First 40 Years of the McMahan Fire Department

THE PAST

In February of 1955, Daniel Boone, coor-
dinator for the Jefferson County Volunteer
firemen, addressed the Board of Trustees
of the City of St. Regis Park regarding their
concerns for fire protection, as their City
was outside the 3 mile limits of existing
fire stations at Lyndon, St. Matthews and
Jeffersontown. He proposed that financial
assistance for a Fire Department would be
solicited from the County and the 5 small
cities within the proposed protection area.
He estimated the cost for this service to be
$17 the first year per home owner and $5
there after. He proposed that these costs
would more than be made up in a sav-
ings of at least $38 per year on fire insur-
ance for each home owner. He proposed
that the Fire Department would be owned
and manned by the Jeffersontown Volun-
teer Fire Department and that it would be
up and running by July 1st of 1955. Fi-
nally, he proposed a town meeting to be
held at the Melbourne Heights School to
determine if the residents of this commu-
nity were truly interested in forming a Fire
Department.

On March 22, 1955, a meeting was held
at the Melbourne Heights School to con-
sider a fire station for the 1000+ families
in the eastern part of Jefferson County,
Kentucky known as Hikes Point. It was
estimated that $25,000 would need to be
raised to start the Fire Department. Before

the end of the meeting over $7,000 was
pledged and a Fire Department was born,
the Hikes Point Volunteer Fire Department.
The Fire Department was to be funded by
donations and $25.00 subscriptions from
property owners. Daniel Boone, the Direc-
tor of the Jefferson County Fire Program
estimated that residents would save up to
65% on their insurance programs with the
proposed new fire station.

Jefferson County Government was So-
licited in hopes of obtaining some free
property on Taylorsville Road for the sta-
tion. In May of 1955, Roy F. McMahan Sr.,
donated a lot near his proposed shopping
center and the Hikes Point Bowling Lanes
on Hunsinger Lane, for the fire station.
In return for the donation and due to the
close proximity of the fire station to his
proposed shopping center, the Fire Depart-
ment was named McMahan Center Volun-
teer Fire Department. Building plans were




drawn up and a contract was awarded to
Wilson Stoess Company to construct the 30
foot by 60 foot building for a total cost of
$11, 875.00. The new fire station included
space for 2 fire trucks, a kitchen, 2 bath-
rooms, and an equipment storage room.
Larry Burnett of Bryant-Burnett Heating,
and a trustee with the City of St. Regis
Park, provided the heating system for the
fire station gratis. This was just one of the
many donations that were received from
civic minded persons and firms. Today, the
fire station at 3018 Hunsinger Lane is

utilized as a storage a building by the
McMahan Group.

As of July 1, 1955, over $13,500 had
been committed to the new Fire Depart-
ment. The target date for the new equip-
ment to arrive was September 1, 1955,
and the scheduled completion date of the
new fire station was October 1, 1955. John
S. Westerman of Houston Acres was se-
lected as the first Fire Chief.

The first new fire engine was scheduled to
arrive on January 21, 1956. By that time,
the building had been completed, the hose
and equipment had been delivered, and
the house siren had been installed. Volun-
teer fire fighters were eagerly awaiting the
arrival of the new fire engine to start their
training process. McMahan Center Volun-
teer Fire Department officially went into
service on February 1, 1956, after receiv-
ing their official rating as a Fire Depart-
ment on January 21, 1956

On March 3, 1956, an open house was

scheduled to give the public an opportuni-
ty to inspect the new fire station, truck and
equipment. County Judge Bertram Van Ar-
sdale made the dedication. Along with the
open house, a raffle was held for a 1956
Pontiac and a 1956 24" Motorola TV, with
the proceeds of the $5 chances being uti-
lized to purchase additional equipment
and protective clothing.

Twenty-two additional volunteer fire
fighters signed up for the Tuesday evening
training sessions which began on March
5, 1956. These volunteers were required
to obtain 20 hours of training before they
could actually go into service.

July 1956, brought the first fund raising
effort. “Fun-O-Rama” ran from July 10th to
the 15th. With a carnival type atmosphere
including Ferris wheels, merry-go-round,
and horse rides, the Fire Department was
trying to raise funds to pay off their mort-
gage of $9,000 on their first fire engine.
Various neighborhood organizations such
as St. Regis Park and Lincolnshire worked
such booths as the grocery booth, sports-
man'’s booth, and candy booth with ticket
prices being 5 or 10 cents. This find rais-
ing effort netted the Fire Department over
$2,200.

By July of 1956, the area was already
starting to develop, and according to
Thomas Wilder, President of the Fire De-
partment, consideration was being made
to purchase another engine for $18,000
as well as $2,000 in additional necessary

equipment.

£



In January of 1957, Chief Inspector, Wil-
liam Reinert, under the direction of Chief
McGhee, established the first Fire Preven-
tion Bureau in the nation in a volunteer
Fire Department. All homes and business-
es within their jurisdiction were inspected
on a year round basis. The National Fire
Protection Association conveyed an award
to the Fire Department for their leadership
in fire safety. Chief McGhee stated that “we
have fine equipment and a nice shiny new
truck, but nothing would make us happier
than to never have to use it.”

The original pumper was a 1956 Sea-
grave and was designated “Mac 1". The
St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department
provided an additional pumper for a dollar,
a 1941 Ford, designated “Mac 2", to help
the Fire Department get started. In 1959,
a Ford/American pumper with a 1000 gal-
lon water tank was purchased and desig-
nated “Mac 3”. During this time period fire
hydrants were few and far between and

this “hydrant on wheels” proved to be
very useful.

In 1962, a Ford/Sutphen Pumper was
purchased to replace the original “Mac
2", This unit had a front mount pump
that would allow it to pump and roll at
the same time. Since the area was largely
undeveloped, field fires were a major con-
cern and this unit would allow the Fire
Department to better handle them. Lillian
H. Barth donated a set of hydraulic tools
known as a “Porto-Power” to help the Fire
Department with vehicle accidents. This
unit is still in service as a parade piece
and auxiliary pumper. In August of 1965,
Chief James Wetherby proudly reported to
the residents of the St. Regis Park that the
Fire Department was one of 4 across the
County that had achieved a Class 6 fire
insurance rating. It was also during this
time period that McMahan became one of
the first Fire Departments to sign up for
the new Central dispatch.




In 1966, Albert F. “Sam” Barth took over
as Chief and set the standard for a one
(1) minute response time that is still the
standard today. His fellow fire-fighters al-
leged that he slept in his car or had a radio
at his bed, because no one in the County
could go “10—6" any quicker than he. His
son, Paul could be seen riding with him on
many of the fires, getting dressed as they
traveled down the road.

It was during this time period that Louis-
ville Fire Department contracted with Mc-
Mabhan for services. Fire run responses al-
most doubled over the next 3 years. Chief
“Sam” Barth was known for his commit-
ment and dedication. Funds were so tight
that Chief Barth would take money out
of his pocket to purchase equipment that

was needed for the Fire Department. He
purchased himself, the first portable Mo-
torola hand held radio for the Department.
He also had the only “dual channel” ten-
ten portable monitor and could be seen
carrying this one foot by one foot square
box on his shoulder wherever he went so
as not to miss a call. He never took a vaca-
tion and was proud of the fact that in 10
years, he never missed a fire run.

Chief Albert Barth took a short sabbati-
cal from the Fire Department in 1970 but
returned in 1976 to serve on the Board of
Trustees, where he served as Chairman
until his death in November of 1993.

In 1972, under the leadership of Chief
Alvin Sutt, a Ford/Pirsch Quad was pur-
chased to help protect the fast growing
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community and to replace the 1958 Ford/
American pumper. The old “Mac 3" was
sold to Ghent Fire Department in Ghent,
Kentucky. Also in the early 1970's, the
original fire station on Hunsinger Lane
was remodeled to add office space and a
large training room to help meet the needs
of the quickly growing Fire Department
and community.

1975 brought major changes to the Fire
Department. The Fire Department became
an independent taxing districtand changed
its name to McMahan Fire Protection Dis-
trict, to reflect this new finding source. A
Holding Company was formed as well,
that would allow the Fire District to bor-
row funds beyond their annual income.
As the community grew and additional
fire protection became necessary, this was
a way of keeping up with the growth and
preparing for the future.

In 1975, a Ford/Pirsch Telesqurt, a sister
unit to the 1972 Ford/Pirsch Quad, was
purchased to help keep up with the grow-
ing community needs. Unfortunately, the
fire station on Hunsinger Lane would not
house the new apparatus. The Hikes Point
area was becoming increasingly busy
with traffic and this was the opportunity
to move away from this traffic congested
area. Under the leadership of Chief Paul
O’Leary, a site was chosen on Taylorsville
Road and a new building was built. The
new building was “state of the art” and
included 3 apparatus bays, a large storage
room, large training room, and additional

office space. Unfortunately the building
wasn’t completed until after the delivery of
the 1975 Ford/Pirsch Telesqurt. The Jef-
fersontown Fire Protection District gladly
housed the unit until the fire station was
completed. In May of 1975, the new build-
ing was completed at a cost of $352,000
and shortly thereafter, the 1956 Seagrave,
“Mac 1 “, was sold. On August 4, 1975,
the old fire station on Hunsinger Lane was
sold for $70,000 and the old house siren
was sold to Pleasure Ridge Park Fire Dis-
trict for their station #5, where it still sits
today.

1977 marked the year that the Fire Dis-
trict received their first powered, hydraulic
rescue tools. From the assistance of many
donations including the Meadow Heights
Women's Club, and the Sterling Road As-
sociation, a complete set of Hurst “Jaws”
was purchased by Chief O’'Leary. A service
van was converted to carry these along
with other rescue and salvage tools. Under
the leadership of Chief Larry Schweitzer,
a 1978 Pirsch Pumper was purchased to
both add to the fleet, and to modernize the
apparatus. This was the first diesel appa-
ratus for the Fire Department. This unit
was sold to Dixie Suburban Fire District
in 2004 and is still in use today as one of
their front line pumpers. In 1979, the In-
surance Services Office inspected the Fire
District and awarded a class 4 insurance
rating. McMahan was one of six (6) Fire
Departments across the County with this
high rating. In 1981, also under the lead-




ership of Chief Larry Schweitzer, a Ford/
Saulsbury rescue truck was purchased to
carry the many tools that had previously
been carried on a service van. Vehicle res-
cues were a major problem for the Fire Dis-
trict at that time, due to the ever increasing
traffic flow in Hikes Point and Interstate
64. This unit had a front mount winch, on
board generator, and many storage com-
partments. The unit was sold in 1986 to St.
Matthews Fire Protection District for use as
a command van and ambulance. It now re-
sides at the Anchorage Fire Protection Dis-
trict where it is utilized as a Command and
Mobile Radio Control Center for the entire
city of Anchorage.

On August 1, 1983, a new era had be-
gun, and the first career fire-fighters were
hired. Chief Paul Barth was hired as the
first career Fire Chief, with his responsi-
bilities to administrate and oversee the
operations of the Fire District on a full
time basis. With the growing requests for
public education programs and to keep up
with the “explosion” of new construction,
a Fire Prevention / Public Education Offi-
cer, Bill Renninger, was added to the ca-
reer staff. Shortly thereafter in 1985, 2 ad-
ditional career fire-fighters were added to
help maintain the station and apparatus as
well as perform maintenance duties. Chief
Barth's philosophy was that “the volunteer
fire-fighters time given to the Department
should be spent on training and making
fire run responses, not cleaning hose and
fire apparatus”.

In 1984, under the leadership of Chief
Paul Barth, the Fire District received a
Class 2 fire insurance rating by the Insur-
ance Services Office. At the time, this Fire
District was one of only two in Jefferson
County receiving this high rating. This
rating gave residents and businesses in
our area, the cheapest fire insurance rates
possible. This rating still holds true today,
over 20 years later.

In 1986, in an effort to demonstrate how
equipment and apparatus could be shared
across the County along with true taxpayer
savings, a Ford/Super Vacuum Air, Light,
and Power Apparatus was purchased.
This unit carries 72 spare air bottles, has
a 6 bottle cascade system, an on-board air
compressor and a 20,000 watt hydraulic
generator. This apparatus is used through-
out Jefferson County and from time to time
responds outside Jefferson County and to
many areas of Southern Indiana. The pur-
chase of this unit has been the catalyst for
other Fire Districts to purchase specialized
equipment and apparatus to share. In 1986,
a service van was purchased to replace the
1977 service van that was growing tired
after being utilized as both a service vehi-
cle, and a rescue vehicle. The 1977 service
van was sold to St. Matthews Fire Protec-
tion District.

1987 brought even more changes to the
Fire District. Under the direction of Chief
Paul Barth, the fire station was remod-
eled to add bay space, more office space,
additional storage space, and dormitories







