
The following is a brief history of the making and infor-

mation on Al Ringôs first book, one of four he has published 

since 2004.  Now retired and living in Tucson, Arizona, Al 

spends most of his time working on his family web site, add-

ing to the history of the St. Matthews Fire Department and 

all the other fire departments in the area as well as Wag-

gener High School and St. Matthews area history.   
 

Al was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut July 17, 1943 and moved to St. Matthews in 1951 and 
finished growing up here attending Waggener High School.   He attended some college at East-
ern Ky. State University and graduated from Diesel Automotive in Louisville.  Al, at the urging 
of Bob Walling joined the department in October of 1964.  Al served the department under 
many hats including, firefighter, Crusade Chairman, President of Firefighters, Inc., Public Rela-
tions Officer,  Training Officer, Lieutenant, Captain, Major and Board member, at different 
times representing the firefighters, homeowners and public at large and finally Chairman of the 
Board. Al retired from active firefighting in February of 1983 but continued on the Board 
which he served from 1981 until 1990 for a total of 26 years in the fire service.  Also during 
this time Al was owner of his own Service Stations at various locations in St. Matthews, then 
became a real estate sales person, managed in 3 different real estate companies and eventually 
became a home builder.  Al finished his career in 1998 and at the age of 55 retired with his wife 
Karen and son Evan to Tucson, Arizona.  In 2004 Al wrote and published the book St. Mat-
thews Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Al has also written 3 
other non ñfireò books with his brother.  Al has a web site where he has placed much of the his-
tory of the department.   In 2009 the department made him one of two Historians for the De-
partment. 

 



Alôs other booksð 

 

From left to right:  

Bob Ring, Al Ring, and Tallia Pfrimmer Cahoon.  

Bob was Alôs partner on all the above books and 

Tallia on all but Detour To The California Gold 

These three books are based on Ring family history.  Ambrose and Grace Ring Grandparents of Bob and Al 

Ring went to Ruby Arizona and met Ines Fraser while there resulting in 2 of the books.  Ambrose Ringôs father 

made a trip to the California Gold Fields and wrote a diary prompting the other book.  All produced all the co-

vers. 



 

Al Ringôs First Book 

 

St. Matthews Firefighters 
 

84 Years of Firefighting  

in St. Matthews, Kentucky 

 

2004 

 



First Page 
 

 
 
 
 
 



There are lots of people to thank in the production of this book. 
 

Jack & Marilyn MonohanðJack for his help all through the years and his vast knowledge of the De-
partment including names of people in pictures, dates, etc.  Marilyn for esthetic help in editing. 
 

E. Gar DavisðChairman of the St. Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association.  He created the 
opportunity for the financial backing and the one man sales force to get the book in the stores.  Without 
him and Jack, there would be no book. 
 

EditorsðKaren Ring, Jeff Jones, Alumni Association members Rick Albers, Jack and Marilyn Mono-
han, Russell Rakestraw. 
 

Collectors of informationðMike Noon, Rick Albers, Jack Monohan, and the many people who 
loaned use their records, pictures, etc. 
 

OthersðThe Firefighters and Trustees of the St. Matthews Fire Department both past and present.  
Roger Wolford and the Bluegrass St. Matthews Historical Society.  Bill Butler of Butler Books.  
George Dick and Martha Burton of Four Colour Imports Ltd.   
 

Interesting Facts on this book. 
 

Cover created by Al Ring and Bill Butler.  Cover picture by E. Gar Davis. 
 

Book design, production and author, Al Ring. 
 

Total 208 pages, hard cover, gold printing, with full color cover.  512 graphics.   
 

Dedication 
 

This book is dedicated to the men and women who served in the fire service of the Fire Department 
at St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Three groups of people are at the center of  this dedication.  First, the 
members of the Board of Directors who provided the direction and financial management of the 
Department; Secondly, are the firefighters, both volunteer and paid, who placed their lives on the 
line to protect the citizens of the community and have served with true honor;  Lastly, the paid sup-
port staff over the years who helped provide those necessary services to make the Department a 
success. 

Note 
 

This book is a collection of documents, letters, interviews, newspaper articles, pictures, and mis-
cellaneous information gathered and arranged into chronological order to tell the story of the fire 
service and firefighters of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  The selection presented here has been chosen 
from over 1800 pages, 900 documents, 1600 pictures, 600 newspaper articles and 400 letters.   
The St. Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association has been an enormous help in this project.   
Enjoy. 

Back Inside Cover 
 

St. Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc.ððA small group of dedicated former mem-
bers of the St. Matthews Fire Department joined together with a common goal, which is to bring to-
gether fellow members of the department, organize reunions, highlight the department, its members and 
other important projects.  The first reunion in 2001 was a resounding success.  It was enjoyed by all and 
helped reunite the bond between many firefighters, young and old.  This unique camaraderie is the cata-
lyst that makes this fire department great!  The next reunion is scheduled for July 2004.  Other im-
portant projects for the association are to preserve the history of the department by maintaining records, 
articles, photographs, and compiling this historical account of the department.  
 

Alan (Al) D. Ring is a former St. Matthews firefighter and board member (1964 to 1990) having moved 
to St. Matthews in 1951 at age 8.  A Waggener High School graduate, Al was the owner of a local ser-
vice station, realtor and home builder.  He  retired to Tucson, Arizona in 1998 with his wife, Karen and 
son, Evan.  Retired, Al is doing research, writing a newspaper column with his brother and writing 
books on local mining history.  If you have any additional information on the St. Matthews Fire De-
partment, please contact him at ringal@msn.com 



Inside Front Cover 
 

The history of St. Matthews, Kentucky is both rich and exciting.  Itôs a unique community that contin-
ues to thrive as a business community, yet it remains  a wonderful place to raise a family. 
 

We are fortunate that in 1999 Samuel W. Thomas published St. Matthews-The Crossroads of Bear-
grass.  Thomas notes that his book ñis a reference piece and the first fully illustrated and documented 
history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.ò 
 

Similarly, this book is also a reference piece and the first illustrated and documented story of the St. 
Matthews Fire Department. 
 

From its beginning in 1919 through 2003, there are 84 years of documents, letters, interviews, newspa-
per articles, pictures and more that vividly tell the story of the fire service and firefighters. 
 

Historical data from this book and the documentation of the events from these 84 years will be of sig-
nificant interest to researchers, fire and local history buffs and former department members.  Personal-
ly, the true story is about the strengths of over 650 people who were involved with the department over 
the years.   Men and women from all walks of life, educational levels, etc. came together to create a 
very unique and compelling story.  They set and maintained the bar for all levels of the firefighting ser-
vice. They were, and continue, to be a very respected member department in the firefighting industry. 
The citizens of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and citizens of Kentucky have every right to be 
very proud of these dedicated professionals. 
 

Forward by E. Gar Davis 
 

I hope this book will be as interesting to you as it has been for me.  If you like the fire service, or have 
friends or relatives who have been involved, then I am sure you too will enjoy this book. 
 

I spent many years on the St. Matthews Fire Department with the author of this book, Al Ring.  For 
whatever reason we seemed to work together very well.  It was as if we knew each others next move.  
This was a tremendous benefit to successful firefighting because things just clicked.  Since there were 
not many daytime responders, this caused many challenges.  
 

Working with Al on this book has brought about many different challenges and new adventures.  It has 
also rekindled many old friendships.  The Alumni Association has put in many hours researching infor-
mation in old tubs in the basement of the firehouse.  We have collected over 1600 photographs and hun-
dreds of articles from newspaper clippings.  Several items such as shoulder patches and other memora-
bilia have been incorporated into the book and help bring back old memories. This book would not 
have been possible without the team work of the Alumni Association.  They rolled up their sleeves and 
pulled together just like on the fireground.  
 

As you turn the pages you may see some familiar names and faces.  These people are the heroes of 
the fire service in St. Matthews.  They have answered fire alarms in the middle of the night and 
run into burning buildings while everyone else is running out.  They have rescued victims from blaz-
ing structures and crumpled automobiles.  They have risked their own lives to save other peoples 
lives, property and even a pet or two.  These guys and gals do not hear ñThank Youò very often yet 
they are still dedicated and ready for the next alarm with the commitment and vigor as if it were one of 
their own. 
 

Technology has come a long way in the fire service.  Training and safety equipment are much better.  
Today's fire trucks have all sorts of new safety gear, enclosed cabs, air-conditioning, seatbelts, etc. One 
of the biggest changes is that they do not let the firefighters ride on the tailboard!  You will see a big 
change in equipment through the years; it makes you aware of the substantial improvements and at the 
same time makes you appreciate the work that was accomplished.   
 

There are articles from The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, The Booster, The St. Matthews Sun 
and The Voice-Tribune.  There are recounts of incidents that were reported to Al and many incidents 
with which he was personally involved.  Some will be sad; some might bring you a chuckle.  There 
were some near misses, and some direct hits, but these brave men and women always pushed on and 
got the fire put out in the most efficient manor.  
 
 
 

 



I feel privileged to have served on such a fine department as St. Matthews.  It is natural to be proud of 
any organization with which one is affiliated.  However, I truly believe through comparisons of other 
fire departments all over the country, that St. Matthews was ahead of itôs time in training, keeping up with 
new technology and above all, its vision.  Former Chief John Monohan, Jr. was a wonderful role model.  
He was all business, smart, effective, fair, and poised.  Every firefighter respected his wisdom and 
wanted to please him.  This, in my opinion, was a major factor, in the greatness of the St. Matthews 
Fire Department.  His vision and philosophy have been carried on through today. 
 

Please enjoy this wonderful book! 
 

Personal Note By Al Ring 
 

First, let me introduce myself.  My name is Al Ring and I moved to St. Matthews in 1951 at the age 
of 8.  I recall only two episodes in my youth that exposed me to the fire service.  One was seeing the 
firefighters and fire trucks at Crusade for Children time and the day my brother and I watched, from our 
front window, the flames and glow of the fire at the John Walser Building at 4050 Westport Road on 
January 1, 1956.  We lived on Kinglan Road at that time, which gives one a perspective of how far 
away we were. (About 2 miles by air.) 
 

In the early 60ôs, I worked for Bob Schulten at his service station located at Shelbyville Road and Fair-
meade Roads.  While there, I met Bob Walling, an auto parts salesman.  Bob lived just down the street 
from the station and I would see him responding to fire alarms, while I worked the evening shift.  Over 
a period of time, through talking with Bob and becoming very good friends, he convinced me that the 
fire service was for me.  How lucky I was to meet him and become his friend!  Bob's gone now, but not 
my memories of him. 
 

My personality is such that I become very involved in anything I do.  The fire service was no different.  
During my 26 years in the fire service, beginning in 1964, I wore many hats.  These include serving as a 
firefighter, Crusade for Children Chairman, President of Firefighters, Inc., Public Relations Officer, 
Training Officer, Lieutenant, Captain and Major.  I also was a firefighter representative, homeowner 
representative and public-at-large representative on the Board of Directors.  I completed my career as 
chairman of the board. 
 

Most of my 26 years in the fire service were some of the best years of my life.  One of the greatest 
rewards that I received for my years on the department were the lasting friendships.  Lifelong 
friends that come to mind are Doug & Jack Monohan, Jack Handel, Rick Albers, Gar Davis and, oh so 
many more come to mind.  I would like to mention a few other benefits I gained from my time on the 
department. 
 

The ability to make quick decisionsðno sense sitting around.  On the fire ground you had to make 
quick decisions.  I still make them quickly. 
 

Be reliable, trustworthyðgoing into a burning building teaches you real quick who you trust and can 
rely on.   
 

The joy that I received from teachingðlearning to teach was a blessing to me.  I can honestly say I en-
joyed this more than almost anything, except a successfully extinguished working fire. In my real estate 
career, I became a training manager teaching as many as 200 associates at a time and these were also 
some of most enjoyable times of my life.  Seeing a personôs face when it shows they ñget itò is the most 
exciting thing and biggest thank you, one can ever get. 
 

The importance of teamworkðfighting fires was not a one man show, it took a team and always will.  
 

Keeping money in perspectiveðChief John Monohan, Jr., always told me that the downfall of volun-
teer fire departments may well be too much money.  Money corrupts people. Departments should al-
ways need more and never have enough of it, and use what they have wisely.  He kept money in per-
spective and it served us well. 
 

Most of the information gathered wonôt illustrate any disharmony in the department.  I can assure you 
that this organization, like any other organization (with over 84 years of history), had disharmony.  It 
occurred at meetings with firefighters and the board, with petitions, and when firefighters were asked to  



leave the department, etc.  One good aspect is the department always seemed to have the leadership to 
address, and solve these things and everyone and the department grew from the varying experiences. 
 

Keep in mind, this is a group of individuals, that over the years, was comprised of over 650 men and 
women from the community.  For the most part these individuals were not followers.  They were lead-
ers, individuals with sharp minds.  They were not hesitant to present their side of an issue.  These char-
acteristics make the fire service different from most other organizations.  Its people are made up of the 
best, the brightest, the bravest and those who are willing to take a chance and donate their talents. 
 

In 1974, Jack Monohan and I got together and decided to write a book on the history of the department.  

A tremendous amount of time was spent gathering information.  Fortunately for us, we still have most 

of this information.  Our collection covered from 1919 until about 1977.  Unfortunately, although we 

had the information, the project just didnôt get done.    
 

In 1998, I retired and my family moved to Arizona.  One of my retirement projects was to assemble the 

information that we had gathered and complete the project.  Having spent my first three years in Arizo-

na doing research on other areas of interest, I learned that the best way to assemble information, photo-

graphs, etc. is to input all of it into a computer.   Each article and picture has been typed or scanned and 

put into the computer.  This organizes everything into a modifiable format.  This project was accom-

plished with the help and information from Jack Monohan, the Alumni Association and other firefight-

ers and members of the community. 
 

Inside Back Cover 
 

St. Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A small group of dedicated former members of the St. Matthews Fire Department joined together with 

a common goal, which is to bring together fellow members of the department, organize reunions, high-

light the department, its members and other important projects.  The first reunion in 2001 was a re-

sounding success.  It was enjoyed by all and helped reunite the bond between many firefighters, young 

and old.  This unique camaraderie is the catalyst that makes this fire department great!  The next reun-

ion is scheduled for July 2004.  Other important projects for the association are to preserve the history 

of the department by maintaining records, articles, photographs, and compiling this historical account 

of the department.  
 

Alan (Al) D. Ring is a former St. Matthews firefighter and board member (1964 to 1990) having moved 

to St. Matthews in 1951 at age 8.  A Waggener High School graduate, Al was the owner of a local ser-

vice station, realtor and home builder.  He  retired to Tucson, Arizona in 1998 with his wife, Karen and 

son, Evan.  Retired, Al is doing research, writing a newspaper column with his brother and writing 

books on local mining history.  If you have any additional information on the St. Matthews Fire De-

partment, please contact him at ringal@msn.com 

 

 
  
 



Back cover of the book 



July 3, 1974: The Voice-Jeffersonian, by Roger Auge:  Firefighters begin work on 
fiery history book:   
 

 

 

Al Ring on left, Jack Monohan on right working on the ñHistory 
of the St. Matthews Voluntary Fire Association.ò 

 



July 10, 1974:  Boosters needed:  Al Ring 
and Jack Monohan, the two St. Matthews fire-
fighters who are writing a book about the depart-
ment, are looking for issues of the St. Matthews 
Booster, a weekly newspaper issued in the late 
1920ôs and early 1930ôs. 
 

The Booster was published by a civic club that 
dissolved around 1940. 
 

Ring and Monohan, both captains on the fire de-
partment, also would like ñanything anybody has 
on the fire department, the board of directors, any 
firefighters or anything else,ò Ring said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Jack and Al collected a huge amount of information on the department at 
that time.  However as with many things in life, time got in the way and their best 
intentions just didnôt get accomplished.  The good thing, the information is still 
available and just before the reunion in 2001 Al, now retired with Jackôs help in 
gathering new information, is entering all the information in his computer, every 
newspaper article, pictures, letters, etc, etc. and even if a book is never written, the 
reference information will be available in chronological order for 1919 to at least 
2002. 
 
At the 2001 STMFD reunion Al talked with many firefighters and decided he would 
put together all the information collected and add to it and publish a book covering 
from 1919 up to a 2004 date with the help of the St. Matthews Fire Department 
Alumni Association, Inc. 



December 8, 2003:  Typical e-mail between Gar Davis and Al Ring on the produc-
tion of the book.  A tremendous effort was done by all involved and Gar kept the 
Louisville group organized and busy.   
 

Monday December 8, 2003 
 

Gar, 
 

As per our telephone conversations.  These are the items I feel we need to address as soon as possible. 
 

Once the corporation is formed be sure that I am a member of that group for my protection also. 
 

Make decision that we have 2 Projects.  Project 1 is the overall collection of items with well over 1600 pages, etc. etc. etc.  
This is what we have been working on.  I suggest this becomes our second priority and Project 2 becomes our first priority 
the ñCoffee Table Book.ò  Project 1 will continue in the background as Rick can get me the information from the tubs, and 
Jack supplies me the newer information, and Mike Noon finished the Voice.  We will continue with the editing on it also. 
 

If we agree to this the ñCoffee Table Book.ò becomes the priority and we should decide when we want to have it done.  I 
think we can be done with the book by March if not before.  I am ending it this year at the end of 2003.  This may or may 
not include getting it into Page Maker.  This we will have to talk to Bill Butler about.  If we can solve this problem quickly 
we should be able to get this project done quite soon.  I have loaded my old copy of Page Maker but have not been able to 
reach Bill to see if this would be any good. 
 

Please make copies of the enclosed ñCoffee Table Bookò for Gar Davis, Rick Albers, Jack Monohan and Russ Rakestraw.  
Have at least one copy in real good shape so people can see the quality of the pictures.  (The copy I am sending you is direct 
from the printer.) You might place a few pages in your St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass to see what it looks like, 
keeping in mind the white will be whiter and have a better finish.  Tell the editors that they must have this back to me by the 
end of December.  If we want to get this finished it has to be by then.  Hopefully I will be ready to send them the next set 
which should be almost the rest of the book, by that time.  Your are getting 108 pages out of less than 200 we hope. 
 

Have Jack Monohan send me his collection of stuff as soon as he can so I can finish 2003. 
 

Have Rick continue with tub copying as soon as he can. 
 

Have Mike Noon try and finish the Voice. 
 

The last chapter is the St. Matthews Bravest Honor Role.  I have enclosed it also.  It is up to over 670 names from your 500.  
These must be checked very closely.  Also much time must be spent on who has died which I show in italics.  I feel the 
names here and in the various board members, officer and firefighter lists should be as close to the names as the people used 
in real life.  Jack Monohan should be the most knowledgeable in the name area.  Maybe he should head this section up.  I do 
not have rosters from 1990, 1991, 1992, 95, 96 and 99, the end of 2003.  Board from 1997.  If they are the same as the year 
before or after it wonôt matter but I think we are venerable in 1990 to 92 and 95 and 96.  When you see the lists you will see 
what I mean.  People want to see their names.  Time must be spent on these lists.  The last part of 2003 should be checked 
carefully also.  New members will not be in this list. 
 

We need to think about the cover and its pictures.  Your group might want to talk about this.  I am leaning to a real good 
picture of Betsy and our newest apparatus showing the changes and growth in equipment.  This could be part of the cover. 
 

We will need a good photographer to take the cover pictures plus I know we need a good picture of both plaques on the 
front of station one. 
 

You told me the Reunion was going to be in October 2004 Jack says July.  Which is it? 
 

As I get into the last chapters I am sure there will be more questions. 
 

E-mail me right away the name of the corporation and name you want me to use on page 2 and 3 as well as have someone 
write the forward.  Area to fill is 5 by 9 inches Times New Roman 12 point. 
 

Now for the biggest problem of all.   
 

I think we need letters from The Courier-Journal & Louisville Times, The Voice Tribune covering all there old names and 
the Crusade for Children, giving us permission to use some of there newspaper articles and pictures.  The same with the St. 
Matthews Fire Protection District 26.   This should release myself and the committee. 
 

 I think I can cover the Crusade for Children.  I have talked with Dan Miller and I will work with him. 
I know the Editor at the Voice and do not mind calling him, but he may want to see a sample.  Maybe Jack can help 
me there if I need it. 

I have talked to Bill Butler on the above two and he agrees he doesnôt feel there will be any trouble. 
Jack Monohan should be able to get Faye from the Board to cover all documents, pictures; letters etc form the Fie 
Department archives.  The board is aware already that we are doing this. 
The Courier/old Louisville Times is the main one that can give us trouble.  Bill and I have talked and we are not 
sure on this one.  He thinks we need a high ranking person, Chief or Chairman of the Board approach the Courier 
on a ñhay help us outò  we are trying to raise money for the Reunion committee and would like to use many old 
articles and pictures, most very well identified, etc. etc.  We will have to work on this situation. 

 

This is enough to get started on.  More later.                           Al Ring 
 

 



December 23, 2003: 

 
 
 
 



January 8, 2004: 



February, 2004:                           Advertising before final cover was established. 



February, 2004:                           Advertising before final cover was established. 



March 2004:                          Mailed to all present and former firefighters. 



March 2004:                          Mailed to all present and former firefighters. 



March 2004, on the Twoway.com web site. 


