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ST. MATTHEWS
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84 Years of Firefighting
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St. Matthews
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84 Years of Firefighting in
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Established 1919

Al Ring

2004

Various patches of the St. Matthews Fire Department.
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Back cover of the book

A collection of documents, letters, interviews,
newspaper articles and pictures gathered and arranged
in chronological order to tell the story of the fire service
and firefighters of St. Matthews, Kentucky.

ISBN 1-884532-59-4

53495>
Published by the St. Matthews Fire ” | ‘ ' || ’ l‘

Department Alumni Association, Inc.
240 Sears Avenue

Louisville, Kentucky 40207 9781884532597 |
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Firefighters begin work
on fiery history book

By Roger Auge
Staff Writer

Captain Al Ring of the St. Matthews
Volunteer Fire Department needs help.
He’'s writing a book.

The book is a history of the fire
department from its beginning in 1919
as the St. Matthews Voluntary Fire
Association to 1939, when it became
the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire As-
sociation, to today when it is generally
considered the best volunteer fire

fighting outfit in Kentucky, Ring said.

‘““What | really want to get across to
the public is that we really need help.
Information is very, very scarce from

Monohan
Vol untary

about 1945 back to 1919,"" he said.

Anyone who has pictures of old
buildings that might have burned,
pictures of old fire fighters, stories
about fires, stories about funny in-
cidents at the firehouse or in the lives
of the firefighters will be welcomed
with open arms by Ring.

‘“I'd like to find people | can just go
and interview about what they know
about the fire association,’’ Ring said.

He is being assisted in the project by
Captain Jack Monohan, one of Fire
Chief John Monohan's firefighting
sons.

“*Our hope is to make it a profes-
sional hardback book about the fire
association,”’ Ring said.

The book will be published, Ring
said, . . . ‘‘as soon as we exhaust every
lead and come up with all the infor-
mation it is possible to get.’’

Right now, Ring and Monohan plan
sections on all the board members that
have ever served with the association,
all the fire chiefs (there have been 5),
the various pieces of firefighting
equipment that have been used and a
detailed explanation of how the de-
partment has been able to work to
reduce fire insurance rates in its
protection district over the years.

“‘But we've got to let people know
that we don’t have anything like all we
want to have and they can help by
calling me at my home (896-4271) or
writing to me (25 Westport Terrace, St.
Matthews, 40207) and giving me any-
thing they know about this depart-
ment,’’ Ring said.

Any pictures or documents loaned to

r ef

theo rﬁsearthrs wﬂltbe W(qrffukyl ng

gugqed anéd ret réeds %ine i i

on.



Jul 10, 1974 Al B -_1
andyJack Monohan, th BOOSterS needed ire-
fighters wrllo ire wrfit A i Idtetpha
ment , ar e ookin 0] ing an a (
Booster, a Weekl%/ neg St. Mattghewg J?ii:f?gr??:rgan;,ﬁ,ge'fe | at
1920060s and early 19308 writing a book about the departmeme
The Booster was publ | @€ looking for issues of the St.) t ha
di ssolved around 1940 i":sal}'ze"?’sBoos‘ef-aweek'ynewspaper
Ring and Monohan, lbg 193063.5.|n the late 1920's and early;e r?e
artment, al so wou : a
g.” the fire depart me Clughtt?hE;(t)o;itser\;vaspublushed byacivic:tyors
firefighters or anyth : solved around 1940.

Rln'g and Monohan, both captains on

the fire department, also would like

“‘anything anybody has on the fire

d_epgrtment, the board of directors, any

firefighters or anything else,” Ring

said. A

\’7-’U"'7- /0/ Ty

NOTEJack and Al coll ected a huge amount
that ti me. However as with many things
Il ntentions just di dnot get accomplished
avail able and just before the reunion i
gat hering new informati on, I's entering
newspaper articl e, pictures, |l etters, et
reference information wil!/ be avail abl e
200 2.
At the 2001 STMFD reunion Al tal ked wi th
put together all the information coll ect
from 1919 up to a 2004 date with the he
Al umni Association, 1| nc
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December 2 3,

Swmatee Detectors
Save Lives

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Faye Ellerkamp, Chairperson
James King, Treasurer
Joe Wolfe, Secretary

December 23, 2003

To: Whom It May Concern

ST. MATTHEWS
Fire Protection District

240 Sears Avenue
Louisville, KY 40207
(502) 893-7825

William J. Seng
Fire Chief

From: Faye Ellerkamp, Chdlrpersoﬂ%
Re: Al Ring’s Research for St. Matthews Fire District Book

Learnn Mot
701 g‘(ff«“

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
John K. Valkerding

Richard J. Tonini

Jack Monohan

Thomas O. Eifler

Please be advised that the Board of Trustees of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District
has given Al Ring, retired member of the Fire Department, authority to research and use
all District pictures, newspaper articles, advertisements, and any other data in the files
available for use in the historical book he is preparing for the Fire Department’s 85"

Anniversary.

Thanks for any help you can offer.



January 8, 2004

EDWARD E. MANASSAH @h}@ @Jﬁlllf’il@t’m@]wfmal

PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER

January 8, 2004

St. Matthews Fire Dept. Alumni Association.
240 Sears Ave.

Louisville, KY 40207

(502) 893-7825

Dear Mr. Davis:

Your request for permission to reprint historical articles and images created by
The Courier-Journal has been granted on a one-time basis for a book
documenting the history of The St. Matthews Fire Department. The credit line
should be published as indicated: The Courier-Journal.

This permission does not include right to use in Advertisements, Political
Campaigns, or Promotions.

Method of distribution: Book .
Title: “St. Matthews Fire Fightrers 84 years of firefighting
in St. Matthews Ky.”

Compiled and edited by Al Ring

Description: Historical images and articles created by Courier-Journal staff
reporters and photographers

Sincerely,

Htrnom Bilyoel b
Sharon Bidwell
Librarian
502-582-4184

FAX 502-582-4290

sbidwell @ courier-journal.com

c)
GANNETT

525 West Broadway P.O. Box 740031 Louisville, KY 40201-7431
(502) 582-4011



February, 2004:

ymsomnemﬂm
IN ST. MATTHEWS KY

This is the long awaited history book of the St. Matthews Fire
Department, written by Major Al Ring. It is the result of many
years of research assembled into an interesting and "fun to read"
format.

There are hundreds of pictures of fires and the firefighters
fighting them. You will find interesting articles, short stories
like "I remember when", pictures of parties, shenanigans,
and much much more.

This wonderful book covers the history of the department from
its begining in 1919 through 2003 and is a must for past and
current members of the fire service. It also makes a great gift.

RESERVE YOUR COPY TODAY !

Please use the enclosed order form.

(Orders placed prior to May 1st.)

Pre-purchase price for
Firefighters $27.00 ... ..

First delivery expected by July 31st at the reunion.

(After May 1st)

Bookstore price $35.00




February, 2004:




March 2004:

St. Matthews Fire Dept.
Alumni Association Inc.

240 Sears Ave. Louisville, KY 40207

Is excited to announce... the new book:

St. Matthews
Firefighters

84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky
Al Ring

This book is a reference piece and the first illustrated and documented story of the

St. Matthews Fire Department from its beginning in 1919 through 2003. There are 84
years of documents, letters, interviews, newspaper articles, pictures and more that vividly
tell the story of the fire service and firefighters. Historical data from this book and the
documentation of the events from these 84 years will be of significant interest to fire and
local history buffs, researchers, and former department members. This true story is about
the strengths of over 650 people who were involved with the department over the past 84
years. Men and women from all walks of life, educational levels, etc. came together to
create a very unique and compelling story. They set and maintained the bar for all levels
of the firefighting service. They were, and continue to be, a much respected fire
department in the firefighting industry. The
citizens of the St. Matthews Fire Protection
District and citizens of Kentucky have every
right to be very proud of these fine dedicated
professionals.

A small group of dedicated former members
of the St. Matthews Fire Department joined
together with a common goal; to bring
together fellow members of the department,
organize reunions, and highlight the
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department, its members and other important projects such as this book. This unique
camaraderie is the catalyst that makes this fire department great! Other important projects
for the association are to preserve the history of the department by maintaining records,
articles, photographs, and compiling this historical account of the department.

About the author:

Alan (Al) D. Ring is a former St. Matthews firefighter and board member =
(1964 to 1990) having moved to St. Matthews in 1951 at age 8. A Waggener
High School graduate, Al was the owner of a local service station, realtor and
home builder. He retired to Tucson, Arizona in 1998 with bis wife, Karen and
son, Evan. Retired, Al is doing research, writing a newspaper column with his
brother and writing books on local mining history. If you have any additional
information on the St. Matthews Fire Department, please contact him at
ringal@msn.com.

This book would make a great gift for those “hard to buy for” friends and relatives.
It is a “must have” for all alumni of the St. Matthews Fire Department.

Book store price: $34.95 $5 discount if paid prior to 5-1-04
Special pre-order price: $29.95+tax
You may order as many copies at the pre-printing price as you like.

Make checks payable to:  St. Matthews Fire Dept. Alumni Association Inc.
240 Sears Ave Louisville, KY 40207

Please cut off and send in with your payment.

I would like to pre-order history book(s) with the
$5 pre-order discount and have enclosed $29.95+$1.80 tax
= $31.75 per book total.  (For local pick-up)

Amount
I would like to pre-order history book(s) @ $29.95ea
with the $5 pre-order discount and have them shipped
to me for $7.95 each.
If shipping to Kentucky please add $1.80 sales tax.
Amount

Name City

Address State & Zip
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