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Tragedy’s timeline: 165 die in May 28, 1977, fire
2

8 p.m. 8:50 p.m. 9:01 p.m. 2 am.
The BeverlyHills | Fire isdiscovered by | Dispatchers receive the first call about The fire is dedared under
Supper Club fillswith |  astaff member in | thefire, which spreads up spirdl stairs control, but the search for
the Zebra Room, and down a hal way toward the wvictims continues.
where it hadbeen | Cabaret Room. Several minutes lateg, Ultimately 162 people die
smoldering in the bushoy Walter Baley interrupts a in thefire and three die
comedy show to tall patrons to leave. later in the hospital A

Toxde smake and fire soon push most temporary sset
wamm
that becames dogged.
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By RICHARD WHITT

and RICHARD WILSON
Courier-Journal Staft Writers

.. SOUTHGATE, Ky. — Firemen contin-
ued to search for bodies in the burnt
out rubble of the Beverly Hills Supper

+ Club yesterday after what Gov. Julian

_Carroll called “the worst tragedy in

«Kentucky’s history.”

. Meanwhile, officials ‘' began ' looking
.into the cause of Saturday night's blaze
‘and considering ways to prevent future
tragedies. _ :

.~ By 5:30 p.m. yesterday, 160 bodies
‘had been removed from the smouldering
ruins of the large, plush nightclub just
south of Newport in Northern Kentucky.

Dr. Fred G. Stine, the Campbell Coun-
ty coroner, estimated yesterday after-

Ma 'y

noon that from 50 to 250 bodies re-
mained buried under the debris.

He said reports reaching him at a

temporary morgue set up in the Ft.
Thomas Armory indicated “many more”
victims. “The bodies are stacked several
deep,” he said.
_.However, other officials quoted by
The New York Times and The Associat-
ed Press later in the day said they be-
lieved most of the bodies had been re-
covered.

No matter how many bodies re-
mained, Stine said, “There’s no chance
in the world that anyone is left alive in
the building.”

In addition to those killed in the
blaze, Stine said 130 people were in-
jured, some seriously. They were taken

30 Th®9 TAwruirenra |

160 bodies recovered in Newport fire;
state’s ‘worst tragedy,” Carroll says

to several hospitals in the Northern
Kentucky and Cincinnati area.

Search efforts were delayed at first
by the intense heat from the fire Satur-
day night and were later hampered by
rub?le from the building’s collapsed

The search resumed yesterday morn-
ing but was halted for the day at about
6 p.m. when workers began suffering
from exhaustion. It will resume again
this morning.

Officials said yesterday they had not
determined the cause of the blaze.

“All we can do is speculate how the
fire started,” said Carroll, who spent Sat-
urday night and most of yesterday at
the scene of the tragedy on a hilltop
overlooking U.S. 27.

State Fire Marshal Warren South-
worth was asked to comment on the
cause of the fire and other related mat-
ters but was not permitted to talk by
Carroll.

The governor said he considered it in-
appropriate for Southworth to talk to re-
porters while the fire is being in-
vestigated.

Richard Riesenberg, chief of the
Southgate Volunteer Fire Department,
said he had no information on where or
how the fire started. He said his depart-
ment responded to the first call about
9:15 p.m. At that time, he said, fire was
already shooting through the roof and

~ See 160 BODIES
“Back page, col. 1, this section

Carroll told a news conference at the
disaster site that he believed the fire
had started in the basement of the
nightclub, spread there without anyone
realizing it and then suddenly broke
through the floor of one of the dining
areas. 4 :
 “There is strong suggestion the fire
was fairly 'much out of control when it
was discovered,” Carroll said. “One of
the girls (waitresses) had a fire ex-
tinguisher and she couldn’t put it out.
There was, we understand, an oil ex-
plosion in the basement and also an ex-
plosion in the kitchen.”

(The Associated Press said Stine had
been told by the manager of the club that
the fire started in a faulty generator.)
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160 bodies are recovered
in Kentucky’s ‘worst tragedy’

Continued From Page One

“people were gushing out of the building
-by the hundreds.”

He said he took men off the hoses,
instructed them to put on breathing
‘packs and sent them into the building to
help people out.

Several eyewitnesses at the supper
club said the fire swept quickly through
the structure.

Parking lot attendant Greg Alford of
Cold Spring said he was parking custom-
ers’ cars when the fire started.

“I had just taken a car up to the park-
ing lot and came back to get another one.
Smoke came pouring out of the front of
the building. I tried to go in and help,
but I couldn’t stand it. The smoke was so
bad,” he said.

Within minutes the entire structure
was ablaze, he said.

“It happened so fast,” said another wit-
ness. “In just a few minutes, the entire

- building was on fire.”

- Gov. Carroll, and others, confirmed
~ that the supper club contained no sprink-
ler system, But the governor discounted
the possibility that such a system would

- have reduced the number of deaths.

©  The fire, fueled by false walls, or par-
titions, and furniture, spread through the
air conditioning ducts, Carroll said he
had been told.

He said sprinklers would have hung
from the ceiling, but the ducts were in-
stalled above the ceiling, eliminating the
effectiveness of a sprinkling system.

Lt. Larry Herfurth, of the Southgate
Fire Department, said a state law was
passed too late to bring the building

under a new fire code that requires

. sprinkling systems.
©  “The building was rebuilt after the
“last fire (July 1970) but before the new
- law,” Herfurth added.
¢ In light of the Beverly Hills tragedy,
~ Carroll said he would give serious con-
- sideration to new legislation requiring
~ sprinkling systems in all large buildings
already constructed and catering to large
numbers of people.
He said the current law requires only
~that new buildings or ones recently reno-
vated have such systems.
Riesenberg, said yesterday that Bever-
ly Hills had adequate exits for a building
_its size. Another Southgate fire official
said the building had been inspected
. only last month, although records on the

investigation’s results were not available
yesterday.

Officials estimated yesterday that
there were 3,000 to 3,500 patrons in the
club when the fire broke out.

About 1,200 people in the supper
club’s Cabaret Room were first alerted to
the fire when Walter Bailey, an 18-year-
old bus boy, interrupted a performance
by comedians Teter & McDonald, who
preceded singer John Davidson, the main
attraction.

Many patrons, however, reportedly
thought the interruption was part of the
comedians’ routine and consequently did
not begin to leave the room as the bus
boy suggested.

Customers in the club’s several private
dining rooms, the bar, and elsewhere,
were warned to vacate the building
through a message on the intercom sys-
tem.

Most of the bodies removed yesterday
were found in the Cabaret Room, located
on the building’s northwest corner.

Among the dead was Doug Herro, Da-
vidson’s music director. Davidson, who
escaped uninjured, reportedly left yes-
terday morning for Los Angeles. (Story,
Page A 6.)

Firemen had to wait until yesterday
morning to resume their efforts because
of the intense heat generated by the fire.
A large crane was brought to the scene
at mid-morning to begin lifting steel
beams and the fallen roof from the vic-
tims still inside.

By 11:30 a.m. firemen began removing
bodies in black “body bags” from the
rubble.
~ “I have no idea how many bodies are
left in there,” said Riesenberg, the
Southgate fire chief. “There’s just body
after body after body,” he added.

“There are just bodies scattered all
over,” said John Fangman, a volunteer
rescue worker from Ft. Thomas.

Many bodies were found along existing
or burned-out walls in groups of a dozen
or more, Dr, Stine said.

David Jones, administrator of the state
medical examiner's program, said that is
typical in fires involving many fatalities.

“What they do is they all head for an
exit — like a stampede,” he said,

‘““In some instances people are
trampled. Also some individual may head
for what he thinks is an exit and people
follow him. When they see there’s no

exit, they just pile on top of one another.
Ar;g that's the way you find them,” Jones
said.

Stine said identification of male vie-
tims brought to the makeshift morgue
Saturday night and early yesterday was
relatively easy. The victims died from
smoke inhalation, were not badly burned
and carried identification in their wal-
lets. Many of the women, however, car-
ried purses that were either left behind
or destroyed by the fire.

About 70 of the 160 known dead had
been identified by mid-afternoon. More
were identified later.

But Stine said identifying other vic-
tims will be much more difficult and
slower because they are badly burned.

They will have to be identified by us-
ing dental charts, he added.

A special FBI identification unit flew
to the scene early yesterday from Wash-
ington D.C. to assist local officials in
identifying the victims.

The building’s loss could not be deter-
mined yesterday. But Asst. State Fire
Marshal Tom Wald estimated the dam-
age at “at least $2 million.”

The building’s owners, Richard and
Jack Schilling, could not be reached for
comment yesterday.
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Cabaret Room




