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Brief History Of 
 

April 3, 1974, Tornado, Reports (1) 

 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, 

pictures, etc.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were 

collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of many 

friends and fellow firefighters. 

 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader 

should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to 

other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. 

is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified and regret 

that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not 

identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-

Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 

 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for 

any purpose other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

If you have additional information on the April 3, 1974 Tornado that you would share, please 

contact me (Al Ring) at ringal@comcast.net. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please understand the main emphasis of this information will be on the Tornado that hit the ñEast Endò 

of Jefferson County Kentucky and not the other parts of Kentucky or other states. 
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Personal note from Al Ring & STMFD Report 

 

Working at the time at my service station, I headed toward the fire house just before the Tornado struck.  
I heard WHAS radio and all the news. Many other firefighters did the same.  The next thing we did was 
probably the dumbest thing I personally have ever done.  We pulled S-5, the quint out on the ramp and 
raised the 75 foot aerial ladder, climbed it to see what we could see.  We did see the tornado, though we 
didnôt realize it at that time, because it wasnôt shaped like a typical tornado and we had know idea where 
it was hitting.  We thought in Indiana, little did we know.  I can just see us trying to get down quickly if it 
came right toward us, how stupid. 
 

I was in command of S-1 and we responded at Harrods Creeks request to the Northfield area by going up 
Rudy Lane.  At that time we had no idea that St. Matthews area had been hit.  Approaching the intersec-
tion of Rudy Lane and Brownsboro Road, St. Matthews was knocked out on a possible touchdown of 
Tornado north of Brownsboro Road.  Of course we continued to Northfield, we were committed. 
 

That is why in this section you will see pictures and information on the Northfield area because one com-
plete crew from St. Matthews spent many hours working in that area. 
 

After the Tornado, each officer was asked to write a report of what his crew did during the emergency.  
The following is the S-1 crew report: 
 

Report made by Al Ring after the 1974 Tornado for  STMFD S-1 
 

St. Matthews Northfield April 3, 1974 
Officer: Capt. Al Ring S 1 Pumper Crew: 4 men plus officer 
 

As soon as Harrods Creek Fire Department  asked for assistance I brought S1 (750 GPM pumper) and a crew of four men to US 42 
and Lime Kiln Lane. Lyndon Fire Department units had just arrived and informed me that the roads were blocked, so we parked S1 on 
the side of the U. S. 42. 
 

At that time I did not know there was a command post. Because the radio was so full of traffic we did not go ñ10-7.ò (on scene) 
 

The group from Lyndon told us to search the houses on the first street on the left of Lime Kiln, (Harwood). We were informed that 
there were plenty of crews checking the houses on the right off of Lime Kiln. I ordered my men to carry all the rescue equipment and 
forcible entry tools we had and headed for Harwood. In route to that street a firefighter told me they had found an injured girl and 
needed a stretcher. I told him I didnôt think any were available and to make one out of blankets. At that time a surgeon introduced 
himself to me and asked to help. I sent him with that firefighter to aid the girl. 
 

We checked the three houses facing Lime Kiln Lane and then started checking Harwood. At the start of the street I instructed my men 
to work in pairs, one group on each side of the street, with myself staying in the middle of the street. They were to report to me after a 
search of each house about people and fire danger such as gas. My plan was to stay in the middle of the street, aiding them if they had 
a rescue, keeping track of which houses were searched, counseling the people that were in the street, and giving these people advice. 
This plan worked for about half the street, and then the team on the right got way ahead and I lost track of them for the rest of the 
night. Since then we have had a discussion with our people about leaving an officer, and I think we have worked that problem out. 
Also at about half way down the street, I started grouping all the people (civilians) together and having them take care of older people, 
and people in shock. I put two older men in charge, and this seemed to work real well. I also informed them to get ready for mandato-
ry evacuation. They did not like this, but a quick meeting with them on why seemed to answer their fears. 
 

I do not know how long it took to cover this street, but it was a very long time. At the completion of this street we spent some time 
looking for our two lost firefighters, and then started helping clear streets. I also at this time had many conversations with different 
County Police Officers trying to find out who was in charge and what the over all plan was to be. They were in a state of confusion  
and had no idea what to do who was in charge or anything else. I suggested they set up a command post and at least stop the traffic 
from coming into our area, because by this time we couldnôt move our trucks or anything else because of traffic. Also at this time I am 
sorry to say I still did not know who was in charge of us or where the command post was. I asked several other firefighters for this 
information but they didnôt know either. 
 

I then ordered my men to stay in that area and help clean up, and went looking for the command post. It took me about 20 minutes to 
find it. At the command post Capt. Murphy asked me what equipment we had, how many men, and gave me orders to go to 2210 
Glenwood and stand by in case of fires. I went back to my crew, and we headed for this area, helping clear roads on the way. After 
getting there we stood by for about 45 minutes, until released. We then went to the St. Matthews Command post, to work with them. 
 

Captain Al Ring 
 

After the Tornado, each officer was asked to write a report of what his crew did during the emergency.  The following is the report 
combining all the officers reposts:  
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 Report made by Al Ring after the 1974 Tornado 
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 STMFD Report 
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 April , 1974  
 

Each firefighter that participated in the Tornado Operation received this Certificate of Appreciation 

from Jefferson County Government 
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 Harrods C reek Fire Department Operational Study & Report 
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