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Report made by Al Ring after

Report made by Al Ring after the 1974 Tornado.

St. Matthews Northfield April 3, 1974
Officer: Capt. Al Ring S1 Pumper Crew: 4 men plus officer

As soon as Harrods Creek ask for assistance | brought S1 and a crew of four men to US 42 and Lime Kill
Lane. Lyndon units had just gotten their and informed me that the roads were blocked, so we parked S1
on the side of the U. S. 42.

Atthat time | did not know there was a command post. Because the radio was so full of traffic we did not
go 10-7. The group from Lyndon told us to search the houses on the first street on the left of LimeKill,
Haddock. We were informed that there were plenty of crews checking the houses on the right off of Lime
Kill. T ordered my men to carry all the rescue equipment and forceable entry tools we had and headed for
Haddock. Inroute to that street a firefighter told me they had found an injured girl and needed a stretcher.
I told him I didn’t think any were available and to make one out of blankets. At that timea surgeon
introduced himself to me and ask to help. I sent him with that firefighter to aid the girl.

We checked the three houses facing Lime Kill Lane and then started checking Haddock. At the start of the
street | instructed my men to work in pairs, on group on each side of the street, with myself staying in the
middle of the street. They were to report to me after a search of each house about people and fire danger
such as gas. My plan was to stay in the middle of the street, aiding them if they had a rescue, keeping
track of which houses were searched, counseling the people that were in the street, and giving these
people advice. This plan worked for about half the street, and then the team on the right got way ahead
and [ lost track of them for the rest of the night. Since then we have had a discussion with out people
about leaving an officer, and I think we have worked that problemout. Also at about half way done the
street, | started grouping all the people (civilians) together and having them take care of older people, and

people in shock. I put two older men in charge, and this seemed to work real well. I also informed them
to get ready for mandatory evacuation. They did not like this, but a quick meeting with them on why
seemed to answer their fears.

I do notknow how long ittook to coverthis street, but it was a very longtime. At the completion of this
street we spent some time looking for our two lost firefighters, and then started helping clear streets. |
also at this time had many conversations with different County Police Officers trying to find out who was
in charge and what the over all plan was to be. They were in a state of confusion and had know idea what
to do who was in charge or anything else. | suggested they set up a command post and at least stop the
traffic from coming into our area, because by this time we couldn’t move our trucks or anything else
because of traffic. Also at this time I am sorry to say I still did not know who was in charge of us or
where the command post was. [ ask several other firefighters for this information but they didn't know
either.

| then ordered my men to stay in that area and help clean up, and went looking for the command post. It
took me about 20 minutes to find it. At the command post Capt. Murphy ask me what equipment we had,
how many men, and gave me orders to go to 2210 Glenwood and stand by encase of fires. I went back to
my crew, and we headed for this area, helping clearroads on the way. After getting their we stood by for
about 45 minutes, until released. We then went to the St. Matthews Command post, to work their.

Captain Al Ring
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STMFD Report

ST. MATTHEWS FIRE DEPARTMENT TORNADO EMERGENCY ON APRIL 3, 1974

At approximately 4:50 p.m. the Harrods Creek Fire Department called for assistance in a tornado
touch down atI-71 and Lime Klin Lane. St. Matthews S-1 (750 GPM Pumper) was dispatched
from the fir station and responded by Rudy Lane to US 42, east to assist HCFD. St. Matthews S-
8 (Assistant Chief) responded from US 42 and Rudy Lane east to Lime Kiln Lane. Upon S-8’s
10-7 at US 42 and Lime Kiln Lane, a HCFD Pumper was on the scene. There was a tree across
Lime Kiln Lane 250 feet north of US 42. S-8 attempted to communicate with an unknown
firefighter in the HCFD Pumper, but he was preoccupied with radio communications.

At approximately 4:55 p.m., County Alarm notified St. MFD by tone alert of a reported two
homes leveled on Indian Hills Trail.
S-5 (Quint), S-6 (Pumper) & S-3 (pumper) were dispatched from the fire station to ST.
MFD emergency.
S-7 (Chief) responded from 3909 Elmwood Avenue to the St. MFD emergency.
S-8 (Assistant Chief) responded from US 42 & Lime Kiln to the St. MFD emergency.
S-9 (Assistant Chief) responded from fire station to the St. MFD emergency.

S-8 - Entered Old Brownsboro Road from US 42 at Chippewa, west towards Indian Hills Trail
but a tree was across Old Brownsboro Road prior to Indian Hills Trail, and very much damage in
the whole area. S-8 checked out damaged homes on Sigamore which parallels Old Brownsboro
Road in this area, but found no injuries. S-8, on foot, saw S-7 at Old Brownsboro Road near
Duff Lane and went to confer with S-7.

S-7 & S-9 - Responded by Chenoweth Lane (blocked by a tree) east to and north on St. Matthews
Avenue (blocked by a tree) west on Leland to Chenoweth Lane, and north to US 42. They entered
Old Brownsboro Road at Chenoweth Lane and east to Duff Lane. S-7 & S-9 conferred. S-9 and
passenger (firefighter Golden) started search of Duff Lane. They located an injured woman at the
last house on the northeast end of Duff Lane with a hand injury. The woman was takento S-9’s
car and transported by S-9 to US 42 and Chenoweth Lane where she was turned over to the
Jefferson County Police for transportation to medical care.

S-7 & S-8 - S-7 proceeded east on Old Brownsboro Road to Indian Hills trail where a tree and
some wires were across the road, and meet S-8 on foot and conferred. S-8 and S-5’s crew were
to be responsible for the Indian Hills Trail area. S-7 left to check other efforts and set up a
command post for the St. Matthews Fire Department.

S-5 Responded by same route as S-9 and arrived on Old Brownsboro Road, east of Duff Lane at a
tree across the road with Captain Doug Monohan in command. Since the apparatus could not get
through to Indian Hills Trail, Captain Monohan broke his crew into two man groups and started a
house by house search north on Indian Hills Trail. S-8 drove across the grass from Old
Brownsboro Road to Sigamore, west to Indian Hills Trail for radio and area command station. S-
5 checked all houses north on Indian Hills Trail to Tribal. They came back to Arrowhead and east
on Arrowhead Road. There were no tornado injuries in this area, but a gentleman at #6 Indian
Hills Trail had terminal cancer. this house was 80% destroyed, but he and his wife refused to
leave. They were advised that we would return later. In this area, there were no Jefferson County
Police. Firefighter Gar Davis responded from his home on Westwing Road, south on Indian Hills
Trail. He used his chain saw to cut a tree across Indian Hills Trail at Arrowhead to allow auto
traffic through to Old Brownsboro Road, and west on Old Brownsboro Road by way of the grass
and sidewalk around and under trees and wires. A Jefferson County Works Tractor with a front
scoop was very helpful in clearing trees form Indian Hills Trail and Arrowhead Road. With an
open single lane of traffic, traffic soon became a major problem to any rescue problem.
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STMFD Report

S-3 & S-6 Under the command of Captain Rakestraw and Captain Handle, made a complete
search of the Rolling Fields area. This included Rolling Lane, Pennington Lane, Canoe Lane,
Deepdale Lane, and Edmond Lane. The Jefferson County Police were also in this area which
resulted in much duplication of efforts.

S-7 Established a St. MFD command post at Old Brownsboro Road on the north side of the
Taylor Drug Store. S-7 assisted Dr. Thomas to set up a field hospital at the Second Presbyterian
Church.

Approximately 6:p.m.

S-9 and part of S-6’s crew went to the north section of the City of Indian Hills, Indian Crest,
Eastwind, Westwind, and Bow Lane.

S-5 Dispatched to the Cherokee section of Indian Hills (Trovis Road, Blankenbaker, Comanche
Trail, Apache Road, Knowllwood, Daleview, etc. They were later joined in this area by S-9 and
part of S-6’s crew.

S-3 Dispatched to US 42 and Lightfoot Road to remove a body form an auto. This body was
turned over to the Louisville Police Department. S-3 returned to the command post.

S-8 Notified by County Alarmof a request for a wash off on Dupont Circle, responded and did
not locate or find a problem. S-8 returned to the Station and put S-4 (Quad) on the track.
Firefighter Bill Andriot (older one) had the station under control and organized to receive and take
communications and a ready response crew for S-4. S-8 returned to the command post, and then
rechecked #6 Indian Hills Trail to see if they had changed their mind on staying in their house.
There was no change and S-8 returned to the command post.

Approximately 7: p.m.

S-5 Returned to the command post and set up light generator for the field hospital at Second
Presbyterian Church.

S-6 Was dispatched with a bull dozer down Pennington, east on Canoe to provide lights and
assistance in road clearing.

A check with the Jefferson County Police command post at US 42 and Pennington resulted in their
going to wait for the National Guard before the next phase went into effect.

S-3 Returned to the fire station to be 10-8 with S-4.

Approximately 10:30

All St. Matthews units were 10-8 at the fire station.

Approximately 11:15

S-5 & S-9 dispatched to Knowllwood Road and Daleview Lane to furnish lights and assistance to
Jefferson County Police to search for a missing person. A woman’s body was located and the
Jefferson County Corner took charge of the body. S-5 & S-9 returned to the station by 12:15

a.m.

S-1 Report under separate cover, because of responding to HCFD area.
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Harrods C reek Fire Department Op

OPERATIONAL STUDY & REPORT

TORNADO, APRIL 3, 1974
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Harrods C reek Fire Department Op

OPERATIONAL STUDY & REPCRT OF TCRNADO - APRIL 3, 1974
Fire Chiefs Jefferson County Fire Departments
Harrods Creek Fire Derartment

Tornado - April 3, 1974

.

Tirme of Tornado:
First Alert:
Tornado Hit:

location of Tornado:
Glerwood lanor - Northfield Subdivisions

Streets:
Glenview Ave., ‘ynnewood Circle - Harwood Road - Glenwood Road -
Limewcod Circle - Winthrop lane - Lime Kiln Lane - Hunting Road -
Jenness Cowrt - Stannye Drive - Keewood Court - Stannye Courd -
Northfield Drive - Northfield Court - Baylor Court - Rodes Court -
Rodes Drive

teather:
Overcast skies - had been raining on and off during the day.
Lkt time of tornado: Temperature 78° to 73° with hail.
Winds: Southerly- Southwest to West
Humidity - 7.7
When weather tower at Standiford Field had to be evacuated
winds were recorded at 132 niiles per hour.

4 Buildings Involved:
Private dwellings - one to three stories

Apartment complex - 12 steries
April 24, 1974 - Houses damaged (292)
Houses destroyed (83)
5. Life Hazards:
Area residents

6. Exposures:
North Side: Interstate 71
South Side: US 42 - Shopping Center
East Side: Hills & Dale Subdivision
West Side: Interstate 264 ( Watterson Exgpress Way )




Harrods C reek Fire Department Op

The tornado:
First arriving unit H-4 (Quad) found tornado had touched down
and many houses heavily .damazed or destroyed, electric wires
down, street blocked by fallen trees, Imediately called
County Alarm and ordered Harrods Creck's remaining units to
respond.

Response: p ;
Harrods Creek -~ Lyndon - St, llatthews - llicliann -~ Jeffersontown -
Vorthington - Middletown

Respended with =7, H-2, = H=4, H~9 ( 32 men)

r.m. larrods Creek raceived an alarm to 6405 Regal

respeonded with threc fireman on a resuscitation run,
electric rower failure in the arca. Lt. John Keaney called in
that a tornado had touched down at Lirze Kiln Lane and I-71, that
buildings in the area were heavily dariaged, roofs off, trees and
electric wires blocking the streets, At this transmission Harrods
Creek"s remaining units responded.

H=2 pumper and =@ rescue truck responded via Lime Kiln Lane,
E~7 pumrer via US 42, At first sizhtins the holocaust at I-71 and
Line Kiln Jane, Captain Dickey called for back-up assistance from
Lyndeon and St, llatthews fire departmenss. Captain James lurchry
requested assistance from all Fire Derartrients on the East band
and ary units the Louisville Fire Departnent could send.

A cormiand rost was established at Lime Kiln Lane and US 42,
County Alarm was informed of this command post and was to relar
this information to ths ir-comins fire departments, Upon arrival
these units were told ‘o rark there arraratus and take forciable
entr; tools into the area and check the houses for trarred victins,

H=2 rumper was prarked at I-71 and Lime Kiln Lane, H-9 rescue
truck.at command rost, all forciable entry tools and first aid
equirnent was carried into area.

Y-l guad continmed on to 6.05 Rezal RPoad and stabilized the
the sitnation there, settin~ un a zenerator and leaving a man in
charze (Lt, Alex 'artin)., The gad then came to the comrmand rost.

Personnel bezan checkins the ca~zrced houses for trapred victims,
The area's covered were Lirme Kiln Lane, US 42, Glenwocd Road,
Harwood Dload, ¥inthrop lane, Glenview ive.,, Stannye Drive and
Linewood Circle, After the initial search the information convered
to us bty the occupants reasonatly assurad us that all the pecrle
in this area were accounted for. There was one fatality ( heart
attack); mouth to mouth, heart massage and oxgrpen were adninistered
in an unsucessful atterpt to revive him, A doctor pronounced hin
dead and the county police removed him from the area. Several peorle
were assisted from the damazed homes, some with minor injuries,

b;- the fireman and Cartain Diclwe;- suzzested that Glenview East
(apartment complex) te used as a refuses center.




Harrods C reek Fire Department Op

Uron reouest from the command vost, a second inspection of the area was
began to verify that 2ll grs and electricity were secure in the damaged area,
Chain saws and H-9 (rescue truck with wench) were used te help clear the streets,

Chief Jack Dayton ard Cent2in James Murvhy were stationed at the command
post to 2ssign eguivment und versonnel to needed locations. A map of the area
wae used to gusrantee 2ll sections of the disaster areas were vroperly covered,
and 211 streets were being cleared, During this time County Folice were called
seversl times for traffic control, a c=211 for the Natf¥onal Guard was issued
and several cnlls to the utility comvenies ( gas & electric) were made,

At 8:30 p.m. the command vost wos moved into the dicaster area, Lime Kiln
Lane and Glenwood Road. Chief Dovton, Asst, Chief Tebler, Captain Dickey and
Cavtain Murvhy than toured the areas to determine what action should be taken
by the Herrode Creek Fire Denortment for the remainder of the nicht., These
Officers all agree that the area should be evacuated, but could not get the
assistance from the proner authorities,

Because 211 televhone lines were down in vicinity, the home owners
couvld not revort a fire should one occur, realizing this, a vortadble radio
wzs left with the County Folice, moking it vossible to revort any fire
directly to county alsrm, Due to low w~ter vressure in the =srea, a water
tenker (H-12) was stationed at H? bzse for the remainder of the night,

Becavse of the deanger and nossible fire hazerds, Heorrods Creek Fire
Devartment kent two comvlete crews on stand-by at K2 base for the rest of
the night.

Jeffersontown Fire Denartment

Responded to Herrods Creek 2t aporoximately 4:59 p.m. with opumver and
ten fireman. After revorting to the command vost, they were sent to Glenview
and Harwood to check for gasg leaks and cut off water in the houses.

Relieved a2t 8:57 p.m.

Middletown Fire Department

Reenonded to Herrods Creek with Sou=d #1 and Enzine #2.

Uoon 2rrival was assigned to Glenview and Harwood area for search =nd
rescue, Shutting off gas and water in this section,

Engine # 2 rem=ined at the command vost with a crew from Fee Wee Valley
fire department to resvond to other emergenéies in the Hariods Creex fire
district, later Ensine # 2 was sent to Glenview and Wymnewood Circle to check
area, :

Captein Jim Crask used a bull dozer to clesr street of debris, trees,
roof tovs and etec., on Harwood,

At avoroximately 7:30 p.m. Asst, Chief Brooks and eight fireman came to
relieve the Middletown fireman, at 8:30 p.m. Midiletown units were relieved,

The command vost received a call from Chief Martin, informing Cavptain
Murvhy that Middletown had a 10 KW mobil vower unit which was availesble,
This unit was set up at Gleenwood =snd Lime Xiln Lane, All Middletown units
were relieved at 11:15 p.m.
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St. Metthews Fire Devartment:

Resvoned with S-1 pumver, Cevtzin Al Ring and four fireman to US 42 and
Lime Kiln Lane. (This unit wzs unwere of a command vost). Lyndon instructed
this unit to search the houses on Harwood Road,

Captain Ring ordered all the rescue and forciable entry tools to be
token with them, Caontein Ring found a doctor enroute =2nd sent him with 2
fireman to give aid to an injured girl,

The houses on Herwood snd Lime XKiln Lane between Harwood and US 42 werse
c¢hecked for gas' leaks and traoped nccuvants, There was a large group of
older residences milling around and Captain Ring 2ssisted in moving them
out of the damaged area,

Cevtain Ring then came to the command vost and was assigned to 2210
Glenview on stand-by in case of fire in that area,

McMahan Fire Department:

Responded with(Mac.#7 - Rescue Unit — four fireman)(Chief O'Leary
responded in vick-uv truck) ( Mec #1 with seven fireman)

¥hen elert was sounded all rescuve equivment, forcinble entry tools
were put on Mac * 7. When Hoerrods Creek requested assistance, the units
responded to US 42 and Lime XKiln Lene, Uvon arrival first aid wes administered
to victim with cut hand,

McMahan then proce~ded to Northfield Drive and met Northfield policeman
who instructed them to £o to Stannye Drive. Upon arrival at Stannye they
began checking houses for tranved persons. Word was received of an injured
child ( Mary Hamilton) on Northfield in a cast from her hips down. Assisted by
a doctor the child wee examined, The girl and an older man were removed to
Suburban Hospital in Rescue # 7,

Continued checking dwellings on Stannye Drive, Jenness Court, Keewood
Court, Stannye Court znd Northfield Court cutting off gas and water and
assisting home owvners in the =zrez,

McMzhan was relieved at avoroximately 9:30 pe.m.

Worthington Fire Devartment:

Chief Haunz and two firemen (davmen) responded to US 42 and Lime Kiln
Izne ( commend post ), went into area with forci=ble entry tools, checking
houses on Glenwood 20a2d and Harwood. Convinced the srea was being provperly
searched they went to Northfield Court Lo assist in that area,

Word was received that Worthinston's district had also been hit by the
tornado. After informing Cantain Murvhy of this, the men from Worthinsten
left to =2ssist in this area,

Chief Haunz returned to the command vost later in the evening and
reported that Barbour Manor subdivision had also been hit, 2nd his department
had taken czre of thie area for Harrods Creek,
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