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700 tornado vietims attend sessions

- Debris-clearing process is explained

By DICK KAUKAS
Courier-Journal Sta#f Writer
Jefferson County officials met with

ahout 700 residents of three tornado-torn
areas yesterday to explain how debris
will be cleared from their land and to
obtain releases giving contractors the
right to enter property without liability
for incidental damage.

County Judge Todd Hollenbach teld
those at the three sessions at the Second
Presbyterian Church, 3701 Old Browns-
boro Rd., that employes of Blankenship
Construction Co., Inc., had begun clean-
up work yesterday morning in two rav-
aged areas — Indian Hills and Glenview
Manor.

Blankenship was awarded the contracts
for work in those sections Friday after-
noon.

County Works Director Scott Gregory
said he expects contracts for all the other
damaged sections of the county will be
let by midweek. The contract for the
Northfield area will be awarded Tuesday,
he added.

In Louisville, meanwhile, Lawrence
Mattingly, acting works director, said that
the city awarded four contracts for re-
moval of debris on private property in
the Bardstown Road area.

Two of them went to William Cropper
Construction Co. of Prospect, low bidder
on two parcels at $43,000 and $32,500;
and two were awarded to George M. Eady
Co., low bidder on two other parcels at
$48,960 and $3,980.

Mattingly said the city will have con-
tractors at work in all nine parcels in the
area by tomorrow.

Both the city and county have required
owners of damaged property to sign in-
demnity agreements, releasing con-
tractors from liability for damage they
may cause when they go on the land to
clean it up.

During the three meetings yesterday at
the church, County Atty. J. Bruce Miller
explained that the releases are pre-
requisites to reimbursement for the work
from the federal government.

Works Director Gregory said that dur-
ing the removal process, “there are going
to be some accidents, and there is going
to be some damage,” but he added that
the county contracts attempt to assure
that such incidents are kept to a min-
imum.

Lt. Col. Robert Grant of the county
police said that officers will continue to
patrol in damaged areas.

The county plans to hold other meet-
ings for those affected by the storm in
other sections. During each of these
meetings, the release forms will be ob-
tained.

Miller said forms were signed by many

residents earlier, but these documents
were “hastily drawn” and it was decided
to get new ones from everybody in the
disaster areas.

County officials said that about 160
persons attended the first session at 11
a.m. for those from the area bounded by
1-71, Glenview Avenue, and U.S. 42, about
350 came to the 1 p.m. meeting for Indian
Hills residents; and a count by a reporter
totaled 180 persons during the 3 p.m. ses-
sion for Northfield residents.

Hollenbach explained to those at the
meetings that they could not start repair
work until they had obtained building
permits from the county. He said that the
permits are necessary because they as-
sure a t?uilding is sound enough to under-
g0 repair.

County government has arranged to
provide a team of architects and engi-
neers to check damaged buildings at ne
cost, Hollenbach said, adding that those
who want this service should call the
county building and housing department,
581-5950.
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it By JIM RENNEISEN
% Louisville Times Statf Writer
Mris-removal contractors begin work
today in the storm-hit areas between Nor-
ri§- Place and Bardstown Road from
Ei Parkway to Bonnycastle Avenue.
Works Director Lawrence W. Mat-
said the three firms that were
Med contracts Saturday for cleaning
up that section were gathering their
e%ment over the weekend.
said another set of contracts will
be et, haps by Wednesday, on the
ong Grinstead and Frankfort

'He ctty contracts call for removal of
l r, trees, root wads, bricks, fences,
household articles, pavement “and
cmnpletely detached portions of dwell-
ings-and outbuildings.
ot considered debris under the city
contracts are: wrecked automobiles, par-
tially standing portions of buildings and
homes, any damaged portion of a home
“is still structurally attached, dam-
chimneys still on the roof of a build-
i “and trees that have not been irrepa-
ly damaged

7.l'he contract requires the contractor to
remgve trees and root wads if the roots
are” exposed and to fill the cavity left
with'soil.

Where the root wad is not exposed, but
the tree is damaged beyond recovery, the
contractor is required to cut the tree off
at ground level but not remove the roots.

Clearing, under the contract, entails
the removal of debris from all areas of a
lot from the foundation of buildings and

pa 8 e 8

. outbuildings to the center line of the

street or alley or to the abutting property
line of the neighbor.

County Works Director Scott S. Greg-
ory said the removal of debris from pub-
lic rights-of-way in the Glenview Manor
and Indian Hills sections began yester-

ay.-
He said removal from private property
probably would begin today after
property owners signed the forms allow-
ing the crews of the contractor, Blanken-
ship- Construction Co., Inc., to work on
their land.

Gregory said the county expects to take
bids tomorrow on debris removal in the
Northfield area and on Wednesday for
the _remaining three county areas that
weré damaged by the Apnl 3 tornado.

Uﬁllty work continues

Uﬂht repairmen continued wiping up

the ets of service outages, and yes-

the Louisville Gas & Electric Co.

( E) had to deal with new power fail-

ures caused in part by high winds and
trees damaged by the tornado.

A tree limb fell across a high-voltage

| 1T5h,e 1L907udi,
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line near Bardstown Road and Eastern
Parkway about 9:40 am. yesterday and
caused the LG&E substation at Highland
Avenue to lose power.

Homes on both sides of Bardstown
Road as far out as Roanoke Street were
without power, but only for about five
minutes.

A tree limb also fell on a power line in
the 3600 block of Kelly Way, and a truck
backed into a pole near Produce Road
and Jennings. Lane, causing other power
losses in those areas.

Curtis Craig, LG&E vice-president of
sales and public relations, said the crews
are still restoring service, but much of
the work now depends on how rapidly
repairs are made to individual homes in
the storm-damaged areas.

He pointed out that many damaged
homes will need substantial repairs be-
fore they will be ready for electric ser-
vice.

Phones out in 900 homes

South Central Bell Telephone Co. re-
ported that about 900 homes were without
service, but the company was attempting
to get most of those back on the line by
tonight.

The last 900 phones, most in areas
where the numbers begin with 89, were
mostly in the hardest-hit sections.

Cable splicers and other repairmen
were still “working around the clock” to
try to meet the deadline tonight.

U.S. Sen. Marlow W. Cook, R-Ky., has
announced the installation of a toll-free,
wide area telephone service (WATS) line
to aid persons having difficulty getting
federal assistance on storm problems.

Cook said Kentuckians can call his of-
fice from anywhere in the state by dial-
ing 1.800-292-5589 in the daytime. At
night, the line will accept recorded mes-
sages.

Cook said he also has dispatched his
field staff into the storm-damaged areas
to confer with city and county officals to
determine the effectiveness of federal as-
sistance.

The storm work is winding down in
some areas. The Federal Disaster Assist-
ance Administration announced that it
had closed the one-stop service center at
the St. Matthew's Episcopal Church on
North Hubbards Lane and is consolidat-
ing its business in the one-stop center still
operating at Knights Hall at Bellarmine
College.

Eight other centers were operating out
in the state today at Burlington, Somer-
set, Leitchfield, Greensburg, Whitley
City, Mount Vernon, Burkesville and
Lawrenceburg. Another center will be
operated at the Laurel County Courthouse
at London tomorrow.

The Salvation Army food-service pro-
gram at the Second Presbyterian Church,
at 3701 Old Brownsboro Road, is “taper-
ing off” but still serving about 350 per-
sons a day from the ecleanup crews, ac-
cording to Maj. Wesley Mott,

‘Trees, Inc, a nonprofit organization,
! -efforts today in

sville Ti

ontractors removmg debns

from tornado-damaged areas

downtown Louisville for the restoration
of trees in the storm-damaged parks.

The firm opened an office at Room 308-
C, 304 W. Liberty St.;today to accept do-
nations for the work and to solicit volun-
teers help in the fund drive.

One of the founders of Trees, Inc,
Barksdale Robe vice-president of
the First National Bank, said a formal

fund-raising drive probably would start
this month.

The other foundets of Trees, Inc., are
Dann C. Byck Jr., president of Byck Bros.
& Co., and Edwin H. Perry, an attorney.
Mnyor Harvey I. Sloane announced the
new group at a press conference Friday.

The group plans to raise funds for re-
storing the trees in the badly damaged
Cherokee Park, in George Rogers Clark
Park, along the public parkways and, in
some cases, along neighborhood roads
where trees were destroyed.

One bright note from the aftermath of
the storm was the discovery of a woman,
alive and well, who had been feared miss-

ing.

The local Red Cross chapter had been
seeking the whereabouts of Evelyn Cook,
of 400 Rolling Lane, according to a story

“in The Couner—Joumal & Times yester-

day.

The story brought a flood of repom on
Mrs. Cook and her uncle, Arthur E. Lotz.

It turned out that the elderly pair had
decided to stay put in their home, which
had received only minor ?_ﬁ in the
tornado, although they were without elec-
tric and telephone service.

Lotz had become ill since the storm
and has been hospitalized at SS. Mary &
Elizabeth Hospital. He was reported in
satisfactory condition there yesterday.

me s
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Twister Terror: Nature Runs Wild

It is one of nature’s bitter ironies that
spring—the season of rebirth—also
brings an irresistible, destructive force
that strikes terror into the hearts of all
who have experienced it. That deadly
force is the tornado. Last week, as na-
ture ran amuck, tornadoes struck with
their full fury.

The storm built slowly, ominously.
From the Gulf of Mexico, huge masses
of warm, moist air moved northward to-
ward the center of the continent. From
the West, a threatening layer of cooler,
drier air seeped eastward toward the
Appalachians, sliding under the moist
air. As the two layers converged in an
uneasy mixture, tremendous turbulence
developed. In the roiling atmosphere,
embryo funnels of spinning air formed,
dissolved and reformed—a telltale sign
that the tornado season had arrived.
Weathermen issued increasingly urgent
warnings to residents in “Tornado Al-
ley,” that vast stretch of plains lying be-
tween the Appalachians and the Rock-
ies and sweeping from Georgia and
Alabama up to Canada. When the
storms hit in midweek, the tornado fun-
nels were twirling at 200 m.p.h.

From Decatur, Ala., to Windsor,
Ont., tornado winds chewed up homes
and businesses, sent cars, buses and even
freight trains spinning aloft, toppled
massive power line towers and wiped
out whole families. More than 60 twist-

Far left: aerial view of devastated homes
in Xenia, Ohio; McDonald’s hamburger
stand leveled; residential section resembles
an auto graveyard. Below: family leaving
scene of destruction in Louisville.

COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS FOR TIME BY GORDOM BEER—BLACK STAR

ers flickered out of the sky over an elev-
en-state area, claiming more than 300
lives and destroying property worth
nearly $400 million. It was the most dev-
astating salvo of tornadoes to hit the U S,
since 1925, when 689 were killed. Pres-
ident Nixon declared Alabama, Ken-
tucky, Ohio, Indiana, Georgia and Ten-
nessee disaster areas. Vice President
Ford, after viewing devastated portions
of Ohio from the air, called the wasting
of the landscape “unbelievable. Houses
have been reduced to matchsticks.”
Blew Away. The roll call of death
and destruction was staggering. Ala-
bama: 72 dead, more than $40 million
in damages. Georgia: 16 dead, nearly
$15 million. Illinois: two dead, $3 mil-
lion. Indiana: 40 dead, $100 million.
Kentucky: 71 dead, $100 million. Mich-
igan: three dead, $3.5 million. North
Carolina: five dead, more than $4 mil-
lion. Ohio: 37 dead, $100 million. Ten-
nessee: 46 dead, $25 million. Virginia:
one dead, $1 million. West Virginia: one
dead, $1 million. Additional thousands
of people were left homeless, hundreds
of others injured; estimates of property
damage were certain to increase.
Among the hardest-hit regions was
northwestern Alabama. The main street
of Jasper (pop. 11,300) sustained $14
million worth of damage and was prac-
tically wiped out. The city hall was de-
molished and the stone courthouse left
close to toppling. Radio Announcer Joel
Cook of station WARF gasped to listen-
ers, “We can't talk to the police depart-
ment—it just blew away.” In the same
region, 19 persons were killed, most of
them from the small town of Guin, Ala.
(pop. 2.200). Reported a state trooper
after the storm: “Guin just isn't there.”

In Georgia’s rural Dawson County,
Henry Bearden, 63, herded his wife and
sons into the kitchen at the first sign of
the storm. A tornado passed right over
the area, leaving Bearden and his fam-
ily unscathed. But when he looked to-
ward his daughter Delores’ house next
door, “there wasn’t nothin’ there.” He
found his daughter and her family in a
pile of lumber that had been blown
across the road: she and her son were
dead, one of her daughters lay dying,
and her husband Jimmy and another
daughter were seriously injured. The
center of the tornado must have passed
directly over the house of Bearden's
daughter. Because pressure inside the
eye of a tornado is so low, a partial vac-
uum developed around the house and
the greater pressure inside literally blew
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the structure apart. The raging winds
then scattered the debris.

In Brandenburg, Ky., 29 were killed,
most of them children caught playing
outside after school. Relatives and
friends at week’s end were still having
difficulty identifying some of the disfig-
ured remains. One woman spent more
than 24 hours searching for her 1%-year-
old boy; she finally found him in one of
the plastic bags that Army volunteers
had been using to store the remains of
dead victims. Most of the town’s busi-
ness section was wiped out. Said Ken-
tucky Governor Wendell Ford after sur-
veying the damage: “I looked at it and
wanted to cry.”

In Xenia, Ohio (pop. 27,000), half
the town was demolished, 28 persons
killed and more than 585 people in-
jured. The storm cut a swatch a half-
mile wide and three miles long through
Xenia—all in five minutes. One ter-
rified elderly victim, the roof of her
small frame house completely blown
off, sat wrapped in a blanket in a rock-
ing chair hours after the holocaust.
When firemen tried to persuade her to
leave, she simply shook her head, re-
fusing to say a word.

1T5i,mel 9Wadg,a z i ne

Curling Deaths. Karen Scott, 17,
of Fort Wayne, Ind., was returning from
Towa with five companions in a Volks-
wagen bus. As the vehicle crossed a
bridge over a narrow finger of Indiana’s
Lake Freeman, a tornado funnel lifted
the bus and flung it 50 ft. into the wa-
ter. Karen managed to escape the sink-
ing vehicle and swim to safety. The body
of one of her companions was found
when the van was finally hoisted from
the lake. The other four are still miss-
ing. When the tornadoes approached
Madison, Ind., Larry O’Connell and his
wife Beverly huddled with their four
children in a closet of their bedroom.
The only part of their shattered home
left standing after the storm had passed
was the closet. They were uninjured.

In Decatur, Ill., a 20-minute storm
siege plowed a path 80 yards wide
through three residential sections of the
city, killing two people and damaging
or demolishing 150 homes. Farther
north, in Windsor, Ont., contestants at
a local curling rink heard a loud bang,
then saw one wall begin to buckle. Be-
fore the storm ended, two-thirds of the
roof had been lifted off, eight people
were dead, and 20 more were injured.

In Sugar Valley, Ga., neighbors
found the home of the Goble family de-
molished and nine-year-old Randall
Goble running in circles in the back-
yard, screaming hysterically. He was
alive only because the tornado’s winds
had picked him up and carried him 200
yds. before flinging him to the ground.
Young Randall was taken to a hospital
where he cried to a nurse, “Tell me it

- was a bad dream. Where’s my mommy

and daddy?”

As with hundreds of other families,
it was more than a bad dream. Ran-
dall’s parents and two sisters were found
dead in the den of their battered home.

.
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_ quickly in wake of tornado

By BILLY REED
‘Courier-Journal Staff Wrifer
Late on the afternoon of April 3, only
minutes after the tornado had leveled the
affluent suburb of Northfield in eastern
Jefferson County, volunteer fire fighters
were on the scene, looking through the
debris for survivors, checking the demol-
ished homes for gas leaks, working to
clear the streets for rescue vehicles.

. Their helmets and trucks identified
i as being from several departments
- — Harrods Creek, McMahon, Lyndon,
Wortluncton St. Matthews and Middle-
*_,ﬁ\vn But they worked together quickly
nd efficiently, as if they were regulariy

ronted with such disasters.

babbed aimong the ruins in the fading twi-
“Hey, somebody trapped over here!"
At the cry, the firemen dropped their
hoses and dashed toward a demolished

heme. For a few frantic moments, they

dug and poked among the ruins, looking

for some sign of human life.
It turned out to be a false alarm. No-

Commentary
Wm

body was trapped. But the point was,
somebody could have been, and the volun-

2 W

who also\m a St. Matthews volunteer fire-
man and ‘president of Firefighters, Inc.,
an org tion of county fire ﬁghners
“None of us had ever been involved
in a disaster of that nature, so we feel
at we did was a miraculous feat.

The cooperation, the fact that we got
there so /
when he 'said, ‘When they crawled out

of their houses. they saw a fire ﬁgheer‘ B

Like a lot of other people, the volun-

" teer firemen did a marvelous job in the

mmutc and hours just after the tornado

the 22 departments and estimat-
ed 860 lunteer firemen in the county,
about 75 per cent of them were on the

C 8Jdoruir enra |

- were disappointed that they didn’t get

moge recognition through the media.
ast Friday, at a meeting of Fire-
fighte Inc., at Harrods Creek, the
McMahan Fire Protection District cireu-
latéd a letter calling attention to “the
shaddy treatment given to the volunteer
en and to the Louisville Fire De-

ed officials of Jeffers
A lot of us wonder
ntioned more in the
d we fmally figured
h thin 10 minutes in
. were already
the ‘area by

of pur work was done W

~Soon the streets were criss-crossed by
cobweb of thick canvas hoses. The red
d yellow helmets of the fire fighters:

Volunteer firemen are accustomed to
doing a lot of good work for little or no
return. Most are men whose main line of
business is elsewhere. They are plumbers,
electricians, bankers, businessmen. Ex-
cept for a few professionals, none receive
any financial reward for the time —
sometimes 10 hours a week or more —
they spend as voluntesr firemen.

At best, it’s a thankless job, so why
bother? Why do men spend time at the
firchouse instead of bowling or watching
TV or something like that?

“A variety of reasons,” says Al Ring.
“First, there’s the very strong fellowship.
Some people belong ‘to country clubs,
others become volunteer firemen. Sec-
ond, there’s the small element of helpmg
the community, although I'm not going to

* tell you that’s the only reason we do it.

teer firemen were there.
“I've never been so proud in my life,”
says Al Ring, a

Unders
gilliiig-station operator

“In a lot of cases, I ‘think there's a

sense of adventure and challenge in-
volved. I know that’s why I do it. Am I
good enough? Can I meet nature’s chal-
lenge? Those are questions we ask our-
selves.”
"~ Most volunteer firemen train about
four hours a week, besides participating
in community pro:ects — such as helping
collect money during charity crusades.
And, of course, there are fires to be
fought and false alarms to be run down.

“Some take only 30 minutes but others
take eight or nine hours,” says Al Ring.

See VOLUNTEERS
Page 3, col. 4, this section

job that night, according to Ring. ;
ly proud, the firemen after the tornado strucky i a_d of con-
— or at least a healthy number of them tm ) 7

g for days.”

A Jeffersontown volunteer fireman

walked through the rubble that was
Northfield after the April 3 tornado
ripped through the community.

Staff Photo by Larry Spitzer
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Yolunteers

were quick

and efficient

Continued From Page D 1

“There’s no telling how much time some
of these guys put in.”
L J :

On the night of the tornado, volunteer
firemen worked primarily in the Camp
Taylor area, St. Matthews and Northfield,
alongside the county police and rescue
workers from the Ohio Valley Rescue
Squad (who also were dragging the Ohio

River at Brandenburg for possible vic-

tims of the storm there.)

“Our first and foremost duty was
search and rescue,” said Al Ring. “Our
instructions were to get in and search
every single house for people injured,
trapped or dead. That had priority over
everything,

“Second was to turn off gas leaks to
prevent fires. About an hour after we
were into Northfield, we found out there
was no water, so we had to call in tanker
rucks just in case. There was a tremen-
% oussamount, of gas leaks, so we had to
( xtremely cautiow ithi
hours. w Yol |

_gnttine the roads

set back into the streets. An
got them open, we positioned trucks on
each street so they were right there in
case of fire.”

T8e

n_ three !

‘e trucks w

C 8Jdoruir enra |

LADY WL AARWs

Fortunately, there were virtually no
fires, so Ring had no stories of firemen
rushing into burning-homes to save lives.

But this doesn’t smean there were no

heroes: Consider Capt. James H. Murphy,
for example.

A fireman for 16 years, Murphy works
for Snorkel Co. No. 2, Louisville Fire
Department. But on his off days, he works
for Harrods Creek. One of his off days
happened to fall on April 3. "

“Within 10 minutes, he had set up a
command post and begun to direct the
entire operation in the Northfield area,”
said Ring. “He had never done anything
like this, but he did an absolutely beauti-
ful job. Spectacular. When he was
through, the other firemen applauded
him.”

Murphy’s command post was at the
junction of Lime Kiln Lane and U.S. 42.
He set it up at 5:05 p.m.—just moments
after the tornado hit—and ran it until 9
that night.

“I'm not looking for any glory,” said
Murphy. “Give it to the volunteers. They
did such a tremendous job it’s a shame
they didn’t get more credit. Ask the peo-
ple in Northfield. They'll tell you the
story.” ;

Ring said the volunteer firemen cur-
rently are assessing what they did, both
good and bad, on that night.

“We've formed a committee and we're
gonna make a complete booklet,” he said.
“Not to say that we did a bad job, be-
cause we didn’t, but maybe there were
some things we could have done faster
or better. We hope to be better than we
were if something of this nature happens
again.” .

—
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