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St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

1999 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of 

the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  These 

items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of the St. 

Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc.  The Associationôs members are Rick Albers, A. E. ñBillò 

Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al Ring. 
 

The purpose of this ñcollectionò was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews 

Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.  

The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire 

Department, please contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember 

that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to other items such as documents, 

letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We 

realize that many items are not identified and regret that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as 

the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  

The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose 

other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers including 

The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune.  Our appreciation is also extended to the 

various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information. 
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1999, Unknown date:  ñFamily Niteò at Station #1. 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bob Ross, Chet Speed & Greg Crabb 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                                    Billy Jacob, Mike Wimberg & Mike Frantz 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                                 Mike Frantz, Jeff Miller, Dan Doyle & Mike Beneke 
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January 6, 1999,  The Voice-Tribune, by Carrie Morrison:  Fire Stationôs face lift completed:  Over the past 
several months, the St. Matthews fire station at 240 Sears Avenue has received a face lift, though not purely for aesthetic reasons. 
 

The 30-year-old building was in need of repair after moisture had been seeping through the walls and caused paint chips the size of 
pancakes to float constantly to the floor, said Maj. Stuart Monohan. 
 

The Thurman Co. received the contract to install bricks on the exterior of the 20,000-square-foot building.  About 78,000 bricks were 
used in the $350,000 project, which started in June and was finished several weeks ago. 
 

K. Norman Berry Associates architects designed the brick structure.  The firm is a partner with HNTB Corp. on the development of 
Louisville Slugger Field and has headed many local projects, including the Bank One complex at 4111 Shelbyville Road. 
 

New, double-insulated windows also were installed to replace the original ones, which were not watertight. 
 

ñThe old oneséif they frosted over, you could stick a penny on them, and the heat from the penny would make the frost melt (part of 
article is missing.) 
 

The department, which celebrates its 80th anniversary this year, has 43 firefighters and 13 recruits.  Last year, they made 1,700 runs. 
 

Monohan said the decision about how to seal the building from moisture took a long time, but was crucial in keeping equipment in top 
shape.  The department has handled Louisville disasters such as the winter storm of 1994 and the flood of 1997. 
 

ñBasically, when stuff goes to hell in a hand basket,ò he said, were the ones everybody calls.ò 
 

 

Courtesy, Al Ring, 2001; 

North side Station 1 North and west side Station 1 
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January 6, 1999,  The Voice-Tribune, by Carrie Morrison:  Fire Stationôs face lift completed:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy Al Ring, 2001: 

East side Station 1 North side Station 1 
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Courtesy Al Ring, 2001: 
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January 14, 1999, Trustee meeting: 
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January 14, 1999, Trustee meeting: 
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February 11, 1999, Letter: 
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February 11, 1999, Letter: 
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February 11, 1999, Letter: 
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March 11, 1999, Trustee meeting: 
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March 11, 1999, Trustee meeting: 
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March 11, 1999, Trustee meeting: 


