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VFM Needs You
The Friends of the New
Albany Fire Museum relies
upon the generosity of
people like you to maintain
the museum and priceless

ections inside. If you

ike to help support
fintage Fire Museum
make a donation today

Donate

The Vintage Fire
Museum App iS now
available!
Downioad the VFM app on
your iPhone or iPad and
view many of the

provides detailed
descriptions and a unique
history of each exhibit
Your purchase will also
heilp support the Vintage
Fire Museum!

Mailing List
Sign up forour B8
Email Newsletter

Facebook

) Lke "' = firs

Museum And Safety

http:// www. vintagefiremuseum.org/ ?pag
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intage Fire Museum

and Safety Education Center in New Albany, IN

About Us

Fred Conway

As a fire engine enthusiast, Fred Conway

collected and restored many different pieces

Fred showed his collection in the lobby of his
business, Discount Labels. However his

collection grew so much that he opened a

museum called Vintage Fire Engines, Inc. on Mt
Tabor Road in New Albany in June 1999. By this
time his collection was comprised of fourteen
larger pieces that included hand-pulled pieces,
horse-drawn pieces, and motorized vehicles. His
collection included smaller items such as models, |
trumpets and lanterns. However three months

later the untimely death of Fred Conway meant
that the wonderful exhibit no longer had its
inspiration and creator. For many years the
collection has been behind locked doors and
unavailable to the public; the building is now
needed for other purposes

Friends of the New Albany Fire Museum, Inc.

In 2009 a group formed called Friends of the New Albany Fire Museum,
Inc. with an interest in purchasing the Conway collection and creating a
new museum with additional pieces and purposes. In September 2010
the organization purchased the entire collection and moved it to the
vacated Coyle Chevrolet building in downtown New Albany for storage
and limited display. Friends of the New Albany Fire Museum, Inc. have
added a few items to the collection and the group’s desire is to open the
museum at 411 East Spring Street. The museum will include a Safety
Education Center, a store, a room on regional firefighting history, and
an area honoring firefighters who have given their lives in fighting fires in addition to the major
exhibit area. The museum will be open different sections in phases, beginning, it is hoped, in
late 2011

.,_;nx' Qp

View our mission statement here

Educat
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and Safety Education Center in New Albany, IN

Safety Education Gallery

/ gian®

~ Mission and Board of Directors
The Friends

Albany Fire

Our Mission
To collect, preserve, and display firefighting equipment in a museum of national significance
for the education of school children and adults

Board of Directors
Curt Peters (Chair)
Jim Mauch (Vice-Chair)
Dave Barksdale (Treasurer)
Laura Renwick (Secretary)
Matthew Juliot (Executive Committee)
Bob Der Ohanian (Executive Committee)
Michelle England
Mike Kopp
Joe LaRocca
JB Lesher
John Marsh
Jamie Mauch
Jason Mauch
Vic Megenity
et the Vinkace Pam Peters
:cri1=..§ez;r*w - teve Pacciano
Barbra Rainboit
Chris Rainbolt
Jeff Rider
Jim Stammerman
George B. Wiggins

Advisory Council

Mailing List Rodger Birchfield
Sign up for our B4 Matt Bowyer
Email Newsletter Ruben O'Neal

— Jim Robinson

Joe Squier
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Upcoming Events

.

We will be opening to the
public soon

Vintage Fire Museum
and Safety Education
center

Muster and Swap Meet
Help us celebrate the 199,
establishment of this £
exciting new center,
featuring the late Fred
Conway Collection
Where: 411 East Spring Street, New Albany, Indiana
When: Saturday, September 24, 2011, 10:00 a.m. — 4:00
p.m

Event will take place rain or shine

FREE Setup to all fire engine owners

Swap Meet free with a contribution to the museum

For more information contact the folowing —

Jeff Ryder — or firetruckjr@yahoo.com
Jason Mauch — or
jim7421@yahoo.com

Check our website — www.vintagefiremuseum.org for more
details

Check us out on Facebook!

VINTAGE FIRE MUSEUM

Vintage Style Fire Helmet

This is a picture of the facade of the
proposed building for the Vintage Fire
Museum. This view is from Fifth Street

A« (502)599-2522 49,

411 E. Spring St. New Albany, IN 47150

Safety

http:// www. vintagefiremuseum.org/ ?pag

We are in the midst of
major fundraising
towards our campaign
goal of 1.7 million. Grant
proposals are being
written and individuals,
families, and businesses
are being invited to make
five year pledges. You
can make a pledge or
donation by this website
or contacting Curtis
Peters at

Ss - (502) 599-2522 4%
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Mailing

Sign up for our B8
Email Newsletter
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http:// www. vintagefiremuseum. o

/
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Prices (subject to change at official opening)

Adults: $8

Seniors (65+): $7

Children (4-17): $4

Children (3 and younger): FREE with admission of an adult or senior

Nearby hotels and restaurants are shown in the map below

©2011 Google -
Map data ©2011 Googhe - Terms of Use
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Store

Catalog Products
Title B

A Fire Chief Remembers

e

thrwitas
FINE IR4IANY

y

Chemical Fire Engines

$11.99

Fireboats

Hunnemans's Amazing

$29.95

Firefighting Lore
$11.99

Inventing The American

Museum And

Fire Engines
$24.95

—r

Los Angeles Fire
Department

Fire Engine
$29.95

—_—

More Firefightihq Lore
$11.99

Safety Educat

http:// www. vintagefiremuseum.org/ ?pag

Views: :

Pages: previous 1 2 next

Discovering American
Fire Museums

$9.95

.

Firefighting WWII
$11.99

-~ -

La Guardia's Fire Chief

$11.99

T-Shirt
from $10.00

This Will Never Happen

Those Magnificent Old

Again
$8.95

Steam Fire Engines
$39.95

Vv i

Vintage Fire Museum
Donation

$10.00
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Safety Education Gallery

Safety Education

SAFETY EDUCATION CENTER:

Statistics bring out the importance of fire safety education: In 2009 there were 356,200 home
fires in this country resulting in 2,480 deaths, 12,600 injuries, and a monetary loss of over $7
billion (FEMA). The need is brought out even better through examples of fire-related tragedies
from New Albany-Floyd County in the past several years: A child playing with a lighter cause a
fire in public housing. Three children died and a fourth was injured in a fire in a apartment on
Spring street. Three preschool children were killed in a fire on Vance Avenue. Using
information gained from fire safety instruction, an eleven year old noticed a strange light in his
home and awakened his family and told them to leave the premises before calling 9-1-1

Fire safety education saves lives!

The Safety Education Center will include walk-in room models to demonstrate hazards and
safety techniques, hands-on exhibits including one on how to call 911, a truck that children can
enter, firefighting outfits for children, and a play area with appropriate toys, puzzles, and
games

Below are some fun fire safety games.

CICE s [ nll
TGC

Sign up fbr 6ur =
Email Newsletter
I =

*
neat to the correct opton 10 eacape the houre safoly

PLAY

] vrorrryy ‘ —
Click here for some fun Fire Safety tips
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Gallery

Fire Engines

irst Chemical Fire Engine In The U.S

Carli ‘ Fi invented the soda-acid principle for
the Ute States in 1870 to obtain a U.S

"1 cal fire e"" nes manufactured in America
Cl us by Dr. M. W. Goodman, a fire historian and
patent expert, as he did the earch for n S DOOK lment:ng The American Fire Engine." The
riginal patent tag is 0'“ the inside of the tool box lid. The engine was acquired .‘fcm the now
losed Lehigh Valley Fire Museum in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, the curator of which had no

idea that it was the first chemical engine in America

In 1864 Dr. Frederic}
extinguishing fires. He sent this v
patent and to become the pr

nt f\ |

ViUl
This information has been do
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C
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i
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New Albany Group Wants To Create Fire Museum

Rick Howlett September 20, 2009| Email this to a friend

KELike 4 ¥ Tweet 0 © Share

A Southern Indiana group is trying to raise money for the creation of a fire museum in downtown

Educat

New Albany.

The Friends of the New Albany Fire Museum
wants to purchase a vintage fire engine
collection that belonged to the late Fred Conway
of New Albany. It includes the first chemical fire
engine in the United States. The group's
chairman, Curtis Peters says the collection is a
local treasure.

“There are lots of fire museums across the
country—just because there is so much interest
in the history of fire fighting and in the
engineering that went into fire fighting
equipment, and so forth—but this has been
ranked among the top five,” Peters said.

The organization hopes to raise $2 million within

the next three months to fund the museum.
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New Albany group to start fire
museum

Updsted: Sunday, 20 Sep 2000, 1:20 PM EDT

Published : Sunday, 20 Sep 2000, 1:20 PM EDT

NEW ALBANY, Ind. (AP) - A collection of firefighting
memorabilia could find a permanent home in southermn
Indiana if a fundraising drive to build a museum is
successful.

Friends of the New Albany Fire Museum are trying to raise
$2 million to buy firefighting equipment and memorabilia
from the family of the late Fred Conway, owner of Discount
Labels.

Conroy started the company in 1965 when he served as
chief of a small township volunteer fire department. He
began collecting fire engines in the 1980s.

The leader of the museum group says the pieces would be
displayed at a site in downtown New Albany that would be
open for public tours.

Curtis Peters says the goal of the organization is to preserve
firefighting equipment and educate children and adults.

Information from: The Evening News, http://www.news-
tribune.net
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Pondering A Location For New Albany’s Fire Museum
Posted By Branden Klayko On September 25th, 2009 @ 4:13 pm In New Albany | 1 Comment

Old Baptist Tabernacle Building in New Albany

A preservation group in New Albany recently announced their intentions to keep one of
America’s best collections of historic fire fighting equipment in New Albany. A The Friends of
the New Albany Fire Museum have launched a $2 million fund raising campaign to purchase
the fire fighting collection and display it in downtown New Albany.

The group is considering three locations for the museum including the Shrader Stables on
Main Street, a former Frisch’s Restaurant on Spring Street, and the old Baptist Tabernacle

building on Fourth Street. A While any of these locations could benefit the museum and New
Albany, I believe one choice stands out as a prime contender: the Baptist Tabernacle.

First among my reasons why the Baptist Tabernacle building would make an excellent home
to a Fire Museum is its location directly across the street from a major downtown fire station.
A What could be better than a fire fighting museum with a fire station next door? A The
building is also historic and in need of repair after Hurricane Ike ripped off the structure’s roof
in Windstorm 2008.

Built between 1878 and 1880, the simple brick neoclassical structure once housed the
merged congregations of the First Baptist Church and the Bank Street Baptist Church. A The
City of New Albany purchased the building in March of 2008 and proposals linger to convert
the structure into a City Hall. A The purchase could very well have saved the structure as the
loss of a roof might have otherwise been cause to demolish the Tabernacle, but New Albany
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plans to preserve the structure. A The City had hoped to restore the roof with disaster funds
from the storm.

Judging from an interior view, an historic photograph, and details on the exterior, the second
floor of the Baptist Tabernacle was likely added later as large vertical windows have been
removed and bricked up to leave only small square apertures. A Brickwork on the interior
also reveals where a balcony could have potentially been located at one time. A Before the
Windstorm, the interior was in need of work but an ornate ceiling was still visible. A I'm not
sure what the interior looks like now that the building has been without a roof for a year.

A (Anyone know the history?)

Imagine, though, if a set of grand, wooden double doors were restored to the central
entrance, evoking the doors to an old fire house while still referencing the original
architecture. A Inside, a massive vaulted space would house historic fire trucks dating to
1756 and artifacts lining the perimeter and potentially an open mezzanine. A In a bittersweet
stroke of nature, the loss of the roof could assist in converting the building into a museum as
it could allow more flexibility with the renovations.

What do you think about the New Albany Fire Museum and its potential location? A Your
opinions in the comments.

Old Baptist Tabernacle Building in New Albany
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Old Baptist Tabernacle Building in New Albany : 2 = i

' Old Baptist Tabernacle Building in New Albany

Inside the Baptist Tabernacle before Windstorm 2008 (via flickr / Tabitha (~_*))
Baptist Tabernacle before Windstorm 2008 (via flickr / Tabitha (~_*))
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