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Al Ringôs Firematic Collection 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, 

pictures, etc.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were 

collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of many 

friends and fellow firefighters. 

 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader 

should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to 

other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. 

is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified and regret 

that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not 

identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-

Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 

 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for 

any purpose other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
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Explanation 

 

ñFirematic Collectionò 
 

 

During the 1970ôs while I was a member of the St. Matthews Fire Department I collected 

just about anything connected to the fire service from fire hydrants, fire books, fire marks, 

decanters, toys, pictures, etc. etc.  Even the signs that were on the front of the station at 

117 St. Matthews Avenue.   

 

I displayed most of these items in my basement which changed as I moved to 3 different 

locations during the time I had my collection. 

 

The following will be pictures I have kept of various parts of my collection but by know 

means does it cover all of it.  Most of these photos were taken in 1974 to 1976. 

 

After leaving the department and over time (early 1990ôs), my interests changed and I sold 

off most of my collections to who knows who.  In away now that I am old I kind of wish I 

still  had it, however I have know clue where I would put it. 
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 My home 25 Westport Terrace 
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 My home 25 Westport Terrace 
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 My home 25 Westport Terrace  I built models of all STMFD Fire Stations 
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 My home 25 Westport Terrace  I built models of all STMFD Fire Stations 
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 My home 25 Westport Terrace  I built models of all STMFD Fire Stations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alôs first personal monitor, bought in the 1960ôs, (not department issue) 
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 My home 6605 Tottenham Road   
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 My home 25 Westport Terrace & 6605 Tottenham Road   
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 My home 25 Westport Terrace & 6605 Tottenham Road   
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 My home 25 Westport Terrace & 6605 Tottenham Road   
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 My home 25 Westport Terrace & 6605 Tottenham Road   
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 My home 25 Westport Terrace & 6605 Tottenham Road   
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 1974 More fun items for the collection!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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 1974 Firematic Collection 

While on the St. Matthews Fire Department I had a Firematic collection of books, models and other items.  After I left the depart-
ment in the early 1990s I sold everything I had. 
 

June 7, 1974 
 

Firematic Collection 
 

Firematic items   $1,010.35 
Fire books        346.79 
Model collection        804.97 
This book          75.00 
    $2,237.11 
 

Fire Book Collection 
 

1.    Fighting Fire With Fire, John M. Peckham       $12.50 
2. The Romance of Firefighting, Robert S. Holzman          7.50 
3. American Horse-Drawn Vehicles, Jack D. Rittenhouse          4.00 
4. The Historical collection of Insurance company Of North America, M. J. McCosker     15.00 
5. Great Fires Of America, The Editors of Country Beautiful        15.95 
6. Guardians of the Garden City, The History of the san Jose Fire Department, Richard L. Nailen    13.50 
7. The Great Chicago Fire, Paul M. Angle           7.50 
8. Footprints of assurance, E. Bulau          25.00 
9. The Unheralded Heroes, William a. Murray         10.00 
10. Historic Fires of the west, Ralph W. Andrews           3.98 
11. Beertwon Blazes, R. L. Nailen, J. s. Haight         10.95 
12. A History of Manôs Progress, Harold Warp         15.00 
13. Fire Fighting In America, Alfred Tamarin           4.95 
14. An Unlikely Firemaster, Donald Holbrook           8.95 
15. The San Francisco Earthquake, G. Thomas, M. M. Witts          8.95 
16. Fire Company Apparatus and Procedures, L. W. Erven          8.95 
17. Shipwreck The Strange Fate Of The Morro Castle, Thomas, Witts         8.95 
18. The Enemy Is Fire, Dr. C. S. Cowan            6.95 
19. Pictorial History Of Fire Fighting, R. V. Masters           1.98 
20. Fire-fighting Vehicles, 1840-1950, O. Warne           4.95 
21. An Illustrated Handbook Of Fire Apparatus, G. A. Daly          4.95 
22. Ahrens Fox Cincinnati, John f. Sytsma          19.95 
23. Firefighting, Paul C. Ditzel             4.95 
24. The Hindenburg, Michael M. Mooney            9.95 
25. Fire, Stephen Barlay              8.95 
26. Fire In Bostonôs Cocoanut Grove, Paul Benzaguin          5.95 
27. Fire, George R. Stewart             7.50 
28. Report From Engine Co. 82, Dennis Smith           5.95 
29. Arson, B. P. Battle, P. B. Weston            5.00 
30. Fire Insurance Inspection and Underwriting         10.00 
31. Building Construction As Applied To Fire Insurance          5.00 
32. Fire Engines, T. Izawa               .98 
33. American Fire Marks              5.00 
34. A Catalog Of Antique Fire Helmets, Jacobsen           3.00 
35. Illustrated Catalogue, D. A. Woodhouse, M.F.C. Co.          5.00 
36. The Phoenix Volunteer Fire Company Of Mobile  1838-1888         3.00 
37. An Introduction To The Fire Service            2.00 
38. Chandler & Coôs Great Fire In Boston And The Ruins          5.00 
39. The Volunteer Fire Department Of Old New York, 1790-1866         5.00 
40. The Silsby Manufactur9ing Co.            3.00 
41. First Water, History Of American Insurance           1.00 
42. Fire Engines On Parade, Th H. V. Smith Museum          1.00 
43. Chicago Fire Department Hook & Ladder Tractors 1912ð1971         2.25 
44. Chicago Fire Department Engines, 1912ð1972           4.50 
45. Firefighting Museum Of The Home Insurance Company          1.00 
46. The Firefighters, Jack Pearl               .95 
47. Settle firehouses, Jim Stevenson            5.95 
48. Fire House Practices              3.50 
49. Fire Ventilation Practices             3.50 
50. Fire Services Ladder Practices             3.50 
51. Fire Department Lieutenant             5.00  

      TOTAL                  $346.79  
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 1974 Firematic Collection 

Firematic Collection 
 

3 White Porcelain Ash Trays      $1.50   $  4.50     
1 Porcelain lighter              2.98   
2 Axes              15.00 
Painted model hydrant              3.00 
Fireman for ornament                .75 
2 Alarm boxes        30.00     60.00   
One Lamp of firefighter            20.00 
Fire jug                3.00 
Fire bucket ash tray              1.25 
Fire mug               5.00 
Fire water decanter              1.25 
Fire hydrant decanter              9.99 
3 Towels        1.50       4.50   
Napkins                3.00  
Curtains, and material             20.00 
1 1/2 hose        3.50 yard     20.00 
2 1/2 hose              20.00 
Nozzle               15.00 
Hydrant               25.00 
Model of our present fire house            20.00 
Model of fire house on st. Matthews Avenue           12.00 
Fire house group, made by hand by me             7.00 
Early firefighting plaque             10.99 
Philadelphia              11.00 
New York              11.00 
Map                 4.00 
Puzzle                 5.00 
Picture of Betsey                5.00 
Picture of Blinky                5.00 
19 hand made fire marks by me            19.00 
Fire extinguisher              15.00 
Comical poster                2.00 
Masterpiece poster               2.00 
Prayer                 1.50 
3 Emblems made by me               6.00 
6 Firefighters of yesteryear pictures              2.00 
Comical plaque                2.00 
Book I bought for pictures              10.00 
To The Fire, picture                1.75 
Fire Engine picture                3.00 
Schools Afire                 3.25 
Sunday Fire Drill                 3.25 
Three Alarmer                 1.75 
Regalia                  1.50 
Fire Engine picture made of junk               3.00   
Ceramic tile                 2.50 
Swinging firebell                16.99  
Firefighter                10.99 
Comical poster                  1.00 
3 Plastic firehouses       4.00        12.00 
2 of St. Matthews old fire houses                8.00 
Sligo blocks of fire house               11.88  
2 Bronze heads        7.50        15.00 
50 picture frames        1.75        87.50 
50 pictures frames       3.00      150.00 
4 Fire Engine prints               20.00 
4 frames for prints       3.57        14.28 
Silver piece                10.00 
Fireman boy                  3.00 
2 Fireman                  7.00 
Fireman                   4.00 
Policeman                  4.00 
Bottle of whisky in a fireman              30.00 
     TOTAL        $810.35 
 
Postage 50.00, paint and supplies 50.00, shelves 100.00          200.00 
     TOTAL       $1,010.35 
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 1974 Firematic Collection 

Model Collection 
 

1. Aerial Platform truck       $ 10.00 
2. American LaFrance Pumper           2.25 
3. American LaFrance pumper           3.50 
4. Aerial Ladder Truck          10.00 
5. American LaFrance pumper               7.00 
6. Dennis fire engine          23.00 
7. Ford pumper             2.75 
8. Rescue Van             4.50 
9. 1915 Fire truck            1.75 
10. 1923 Mac Aerial Ladder           3.50 
11. Ahrens-Fox pump & hose car           3.00 
12. Aerial rescue truck           10.50 
13. Snorkel              7.00 
14. Simon snorkel             1.00 
15. Giant hook              1.00  
16. Siphona pump             1.00 
17. Turkish syringe pump             1.00 
18. Fire tub              1.00 
19. Hayseed 1731             1.50 
20. Old brass back             1.50 
21. Fire engine 1768             1.50 
22. Hose cart              1.50 
23. Hose wagon              3.75 
24. Water wagon              3.75 
25. Salvage wagon             3.75 
26. The Blue Boys             3.75 
27. Buckboard              3.75 
28. Hose wagon 1             3.75 
29. Hose wagon 2             3.75 
30. Surrey              3.75 
31. Hose wagon              3.75 
32. Hose wagon              3.75 
33. Dennis fire engine             4.00 
34. Rescue squad             4.75 
35. Fomite tank wagon             4.75  
36. Mack pumper             4.75 
37. Ford pumper              4.75 
38. Steam pumper             4.00 
39. Aerial Ladder truck            10.00 
40. American LaFrance pumper             7.00  
41. Platform truck            10.00 
42. Simon snorkel              1.00 
43. Ladder truck               1.50 
44. Fire engine tender              1.00 
45. Fire engine               1.00 
46. Ford chiefôs car              1.00 
47. Ambulance               1.00  
48. Fire engine               1.50 
49. Pumper                 .79  
50. Service truck               2.98 
51. Salvage & rescue truck             2.00 
52. Rescue squad              7.00 
53. Salvage truck              7.00  
54. Service truck               2.98 
55. Rescue truck               3.00 
56. Rescue truck               3.00 
57. Ford ambulance               2.89 
58. Light and generator truck             2.00 
59. Field fire truck              2.00  
60. Water tanker               2.00 
61. Water tanker               2.00 
62. Helicopter               2.00 
63. Fire chiefôs car              9.88 
64. Ford ambulance              2.89 
65. Chevy ambulance              2.89 
66. Tank truck               5.44 
67. Fire rescue unit               4.44 
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 1974 Firematic Collection 

Model Collection 
 

68. Field unit       $ 2.00 
69. Chopper          2.00 
70. Field unit          1.50 
71. Light & generator unit        1.00 
72. Chiefôs car          2.99 
73. Chiefôs car          7.00 
74. Chiefôs car          2.00 
75. Chiefôs car            7.00 
76. Chiefôs car          1.50 
77. Chiefôs car          2.00 
78. Chiefôs car          2.00 
79. Chiefôs car          2.25 
80. Chiefôs car          2.25 
81. Chiefôs car          2.25 
82. Chiefôs car          2.25  
83. Chiefôs car          7.00 
84. Fire fighter carrier         2.00 
85. Chiefôs car          2.25 
86. Horse drawn pumper         9.00 
87. Fire engine         12.00 
88. Pumper         14.00 
89. Fire wagon         15.99 
90. Fire wagon         14.00 
91. Fire engine           1.98 
92. Fire engine           1.00 
93. Chiefôs car           1.00 
94. Ladder truck           1.00  
95. Fire engine           1.00 
96.  
97.  
98. Tonks fire set          5.00 
99.  
100.  
101.  Pumper           6.50 
102.  Fire engine           2.25 
103.  Ambulance             .50 
104.  Fire engine             .50 
105.  Ambulance             .50 
106.  Ladder truck             .60 
107.  Fire engine           4.72  
108.  Ambulance            7.10 
109.  Ambulance           3.30 
110.  Ambulance           3.55  
111.  Ambulance             .60 
112. Ambulance             .60  
113. Ambulance             .60  
114. Ambulance             .60 
115. Ambulance           3.30 
116. Ladder truck           6.40 
117. Fire escape           7.35 
118. Fire escape           3.36  
119. Foam unit           7.50 
120. Crane           7.50 
121.  Fire engine           7.00 
122.  Fire engine           7.50 
123.  1869 Mississippi         30.00 
124. Fire truck            2.50  
    TOTAL    $505.97 
 
Estimates of cost: 
Postage 45, paint 75, wood 75, glue 10, catalogs 4, other  
Parts 15, tax 25, tools and supplies 50    $299.00 
 
    TOTAL    $804.97          
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 1974 Firematic Collection 
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