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| OTHER NEWS STORIES

Tip Leads Portland Fire Inspectors to Seize Shipment of lllegal Fireworks
Tue, 31 May 2011 09:55:57 MST

Portland Fire 8amp; Rescue (FF8amp;R), in partnership with the Oregon State Fire

Marshal's Office, acted on a tip Tuesday, May 24, 2011 that a shipment of possibly
iiegal fireworks had been brought into Portiand

Read More

Highly Decorated Arson K-9 "Misty' Passes Away

Thu, 19 May 2011 11:05:11 MST

On Monday May 16, 2011, retired Prince George's County Fire/EMS Department
Arson Canine "Misty” was Iaid to rest. Misty served the Department from 159

through 2008 after completing an intensive six week training program in Maine with her
handler Scott Hoglander

Read More. ..

Fire Damages California Nightciub
Thu, 19 May 2011 09:52:51 MST

San Bernardino County firefighters responded to an early morning commercial
structure fire at the El Rancho Nightclub in Muscoy

Read More

Left Behind Notebook Leads Portland Fire Investigators to Arrest 5
Juveniles in Arson Case

Wed, 18 May 2011 09:21:58 MST

During the week of April 25th, 2011, Portland Fire and Rescue Investigators arrested
five juvenila males on muitiple counts each of Arson 2, Burglary 2, and Criminal

nv



|l nternational Association of Arson | nyv
Courtesy, http://firearsdoneot011

“
TR e ey

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION O ESTIGATORS

1 Y  OROEECCTONAL: DEVEL ODME

e
"The International Association of Arson Investigators is dedicated to improving the professional development of fire
m and explosion investigators by being the giobal resource for fire investigation, technology and research.”

Training Opportunities
Fire Investigation Careers

This organization was formed and chartered as a nonprofit organization in Louisville Kentucky. President George
Parker based on the wishes of the membership; filed the request for incorporation in the latter part of 1949 The IAAI

received its charter December 4, 1951. The State of Kentucky required an “Annual verification of IAA! Incorporation”
filed with the Secretary of State. This was to include the name of an individual within the State of Kentucky who
m would be responsible for any actions of the IAAL George Parker (President 1949-50) was the first to fill this position
followed by John T. Underwood (State Fire Marshal, Frankfort Kentucky). The official itie within the State of
Kentucky was “Corporation Process Agent”; the individual hoiding the position became an Ex-Officio Member of the
IAAI Board of Directors. Thus, the IAAl became a viable and functional association due to the need and necessity of

training and education in the uncharted waters of fire and arson investigation, which was nonexistent at that time.

The International Association of Arson Investigators, Inc. 2111 Baldwin Avenue, Suite 203 | Crofton, MD 21114 Phone: 410-451-FIRE(3473) | Fax 410-451-9049
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June 19-25, 2011

Theme: Surviving the Fire
Gl'f_?llnd Fire Fighter, Fire
Officer & Command
Preparedness

Mayday: Not If, When

With so many changes (budget cuts, staffing
reductions, reduced training, etc.) in so many fire
departments, it is critical for fire fighters to focus on
their own survival on the fire ground. There is no
other call more challenging to fire ground operations
than a Mayday call the unthinkable moment when a
fire fighter's personal safety is in imminent danger.
Fire fighter fatality data compiled by the United
States Fire Administration have shown that fire
fighters becoming trapped and disoriented represent
the largest portion of structural fire ground fatalities.
The incidents in which fire fighters have lost their
lives, or lived to tell about it, have a consistent
theme inadequate situational awareness put them at
risk.

Fire fighters don't plan to be lost, disoriented,
injured or trapped during a structure fire or
emergency incident. But fires are unpredictable and
volatile, and they will not always go according to
plan. What a fire fighter knows about a fire before
entering a blazing building may radically change
within minutes once inside the structure. Smoke, low
visibility, lack of oxygen, structural instability and an
unpredictable fire ground can cause even the most
seasoned fire fighter to be overwhelmed in an
instant.

The IAFF Fire Ground Survival (FGS) program is the

most comprehensive survival skills and Mayday
prevention program currently available and is open
to all members of the fire service. Incorporating
federal requlations, proven incident management
best practices and survival techniques from leaders
in the field, and real case studies from experienced
fire fighters, the FGS program aims to educate all
fire fighters to be prepared if the unfortunate
happens. The IAFF Fire Ground Survival Program will
provide participating fire departments with the skills
they need to improve situational awareness and
prevent a Mayday. Topics covered include:
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Preventing the Mayday: situational
awareness, planning, size up, air
management, fitness for survival, defensive
operations.

Being Ready for the Hayday personal
safety equipment, cor 'S,
accountability systems.

Self-Survival Procedures: avoiding panic,
mnemonic learning aid GRAB LIVES—actions
a fire fighter must take to improve
survivability, emergency breathing.
Self-Survival Skills: SCBA familiarization,
emergency procedures, disentanglement,
upper floor escape techniques.

Fire Fighter Expectations of Command:
command level MAYDAY training, pre-
MAYDAY, MAYDAY and rescue, post-rescue,
expanding the incident command system,
communications.

This year's Safety Week will focus on delivering the
online Fire Ground Survival awareness training
course to all fire departments.

Watch the Safety Week website and the JAFC
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn pages for continuing
updates to this year's program and planning
resources. Remember to visit the SHS Section's
wiebsite for more information on health and safety
issues and the JAFF's Health, Safety and Medicine's
wiebsite for more information on health, wellness and
safety programs. You may also contact the IAFF by
email for additional resources.

What is Safety, Health and
Survival Week?

Safety, Health and Survival Week (Safety Week) is a
collaborative program sponsored by the IAFC and
the IAFF, coordinated by the IAFC Safety, Health and
&mm_m and the !Ai!?m&_o_f

nd M , in
partnership wvth more than 20 mhonal ﬁn service
organizations.

Fire departments are encouraged to suspend all non-
emergency activity during Safety Week and instead
focus entirely on safety, health and wellness-related
training and education until all shifts and personnel
have taken part. An entire week is provided to
ensure each shift and duty crew can spend one day
focusing on these critical issues.
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e About IAFC

Position Statements

Awiards The IAFC represents the leadership
of firefighters and emergency
responders worldwide; our members
Partners are the world's leading experts in
firefighting, emergency medical
services, terrorism response,
Support First Responders hazardous materials spills, natural
disasters, search and rescue, and
esssssssssssmn | PUbIic safety policy. Since 1873, the
IAFC has provided a forum for fire
and emergency service leaders to
exchange ideas, develop
professionally and uncover the latest
products and services available to
first responders.

Consulting Services

Departments & Staff

IAFC Mission

The mission of the IAFC is to provide leadership to current and future career,
volunteer, fire-rescue and EMS chiefs, chief fire officers, company officers and
managers of emergency service organizations throughout the international
community through vision, information, education, services and representation to
enhance their professionalism and capabilities.
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The IAFC Foundation was chartered as a -
non-profit organization in 1974. Organized ( 4 / .
by the International Association of Fire Chiefs the » .
Foundation’'s primary purpose is to
promote higher education and research in
the fire sciences and to provide this /

information )
to the fire service community. -
The IAFC Foundation is proud ] ’ What's New
to advance the fire service by - —_—
; \ ; - IAFC Foundation introduces
helping first responders z __. COLS 2011 Scholarship. Click here
| ensure they are well prepared : for details.
to face the challenges of : = - Applications for the 2011
today's increasingly complex ': ‘ scholarship awards will be
}

d accepted January 1, 2011
world by helping them

through June 1, 2011. Click here
advance their fire service to apply.

education

L - New Publication Available - Fire
Station: Architectural Insight to
Planning, Design & Construction.
Click here for more information.

- IAFC Foundation Announces
2010 Scholarship Winners. Click
here to view winners.

- The IAFC Foundation Now
Accepts Secure Online
Donations.Click here to donate.

- IAFC Foundation Scholarship
Program - Please Help Them Up
the Ladder. Click here for more
information.

Follow us on: - The IAFC Federal Military

Section Commemorative Coin is
now available. Click here for more
information.

'
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[ I i} r
Our Mission ’ ( ( I P
The Foundation was chartered as a non-profit organization in the r J J J I ‘ J
District of Columbia in 1974. Organized by the International
Association of Fire Chiefs (www.iafc.orq), its primary purpose is to
promote higher education and research in the fire sciences and to
provide this information to the fire service community. |
In an increasingly complex world where science, technology, % Al .
communications and policy are constantly evolving, it is cntical ks iy
that our nation’s first responders master these fields. i | oo B
The IAFC Foundation helps ensure our first responders are fully Ve t _ ?
prepared to face the challenges of today and tomorrow and can ’ 9
effectively lead the fire service. ) B ey
As the demands on the leadership of the fire service become more . : »
complex, it is critical that the IAFC Foundation provide increased ; . { b .
You can help by supporting the IAFC Foundation. Click here to ‘ \

opportunities to support the educational needs of first responders.
learn more about becoming a sponsor.

Each year the IAFC Foundation provides scholarships that make it
possible for first responders to access advanced learning
opportunities they need in order to be prepared for the increasing
complex realities of the world today. The awards made by the IAFC
Foundation impact the fire service and communities across
America by providing first responders with the educational
opportunities they need to lead the fire service and serve and
protect our citizens.

IAFC Foundation Bylaws

Click here to view the Foundation's bylaws.
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On February 28, 1918, thirly six delegates gathered to form the IAFF.

The IAFF was formed in 1918 to unite fire fighters—for better wages, improved safety, and greater
service for their communities. At a time when fire fighters worked seven days a week, had little
benefits, and safety meant putting a wet towel over your face before running into flames, the IAFF
became the voice of the fire fighter, the protector of the protector.

IAFF history is this legacy—of safety achievements, political accomplishments, and every success
our locals achieve. The IAFF is always on the frontline and has been the leader in advancements that
have improved the service and lives of our members. Collecting our history and sharing it, especially
with new members, is important in continuing our legacy.

03 1903 The First Fire Fighter Unions

At the dawn of the century, fire fighters worked 84 hour weeks
and 24 hour shifts, with only a few hours off. Fire fighters lacked
the safety equipment they have today and multiple fatalities were
common. Like factory workers, fire fighters were still considered
unskilled labor. Salaries were low—29 cents an hour—and few
cities had pension systems or assistance for widows or
dependents. Promotions were based on who had the most
political influence. Vacation time was dependent on the shortage
of manpower at that station.

Fire fighters knew they had to organize their own union to

improve the working conditions of the fire service. Before the

IAFF officially formed in 1918, 17 locals had affiliated with the i e
American Federation of Labor (AFL). The first was Washington, Photo: 1911, Library of Congress
DC in 1901, which only briefly organized.
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In 1903, Pittsburgh organized and became AFL Local 11431. Pittsburgh fire fighters, who would

become IAFF Local 1, decided it was time to organize when their newly elected city government
threatened to remove fire fighters who weren't supporters of the new administration. In an attempt

to break up the union, their first president, Captain Frank G. Jones, was immediately fired by the

city. Members of the union paid his wages and fought to have him reinstated. A partial victory

was achieved in 1906 when he was reappointed as a lieutenant. Frank G. Jones went on to -
submit a resolution to the AFL for fire fighters to be able to organize locals across the country,

marking the beginning of the IAFF, a separate union for fire fighters.

1917 Samuel Gompers and a Union for Fire Fighters

At its 1917 convention, the American Federation of Labor (AFL) and President Samuel Gompers,
embraced the growing number of fire fighter locals and helped create the IAFF. The AFL was
formed in 1886 as one of the first assemblages of unions dedicated to organizing skilled labor.
The AFL would become the largest labor organization in the world. “Our movement is of the
working people, for the working people, by the working people,” Gompers said. The International
Association of Fire Fighters would become one of the largest unions in the AFL-CIO.

To learn more

1918 The International Association of Fire Fighters Is Founded Far rwreTrTYy
’ \\\0\ Al \S\(‘,

Thirty-six delegates selected from 24 locals gathered to attend the first [§ "/a,

IAFF convention on February 28, 1918 in Washington, DC. They met at ? FIRE FIGHTERS

the American Federation of Labor building at 10:00 a.m. to adopt a ?

Constitution and By-Laws for the new union, created for the sole ?

benefit of rank-and-file fire fighters in the United States and Canada . g

They elected Thomas G. Spellacy of Schenectady, New York the first Waidiaa - Slupiae

president and William Smith as the first Secretary-Treasurer, neither of |

whom stayed on past 1920. The delegates debated on a name for the |8

new organization, deciding between the International Brotherhood of Y

Fire Fighters, the International Union of Fire Fighters, and the Y

International Association of Fire Fighters. They also proposed 5

publishing 2 magazine for their members, decided the salary of officers, [

and approved a motion to create a Fire Fighters Fund, to benefit Y

orphaned children of fire fighters.

\4\‘\“00‘\“0
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Original IAFF Charter, Local 28. (Click to see larger image.)
1930s The Making of the Modern Fire Fighter

® Fire fighting as an institution would come into the United
States and Canada in the late 1700s, as Benjamin
Franklin is said to have created the first fire company.
But it would not be until the 1850s that fire fighters would
get paid or until the 1900s that safety and operation
standards would be developed. At the start of the IAFF,
fire fighters worked 24-hour shifts on continuous duty
and were paid very low wages. The first issues IAFF
locals took on were fair wages, benefits and improved
hours.

Roanoke fire house, 1932.
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During the Depression of the 1930s, fire fighting became

a coveted and dependable job. Those who began their careers in the fire service in this era would
see advancements in the fire service like none before them—the two-way radio, improved
breathing equipment, modern fire apparatus, and more.

Already, the IAFF was improving the lives and working conditions of its members in the 1930s. At
the 1934 Convention the 16-year-old IAFF was praised by the National Fire Protection
Association, the United States Agricultural Department and others for playing a crucial part in fire
reduction, education and research. It was during this time that the IAFF assisted locals in
Pennsylvania to pass the first Heart and Lung Act, Worker's Compensation Act, and the
Occupational Disease Law, establishing some of the first heart and lung legislation. In a 1934
issue of the Fire Fighter, Secretary-Treasurer George J. Richardson wrote, “There are many
more things in store for us."

Ttk Gosicton of T TGRS

IAFF 1934 Convention

«
} .
\ \ ‘Q‘ attacked by Japan at Pearl Harbor. The United States soon
_ ' i joined the Allied Forces, including Canada , which had entered
the war on September 10, 1939. IAFF fire fighters willingly ,
served their nations. '

’:rr 1941 IAFF and WWII
- ‘3 On December 7, 1941, the United States of America was

The December 1941 issue of Fire Fighter declared to
members: “The fire fighters of the Nation, in particular, have a
distinct service to perform. Already well organized, trained, and
accustomed to discipline and the orderly performance of their
duties under any and all conditions, and with complete
disregard of any personal danger, fire fighters may be
expected to set an example to their fellow citizens in the trying
days that lay ahead.”

During the war, the Canadian Fire Fighters Corps was established for civilian fire service in the
United Kingdom . The Corps fire service recruited hundreds of fire service officers and fire
fighters who had gained the permission of their chief to serve. They trained at the Ottawa Fire
Department to assist in protecting life and property in England, both on land and on ships at sea.
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While IAFF members served oversees, members on the
homefront did their part for the war. Some locals recall
scrapping old engines for metal. Other locals organized
drives to send luxury items oversees to the soldiers. In
1943, the IAFF surveyed locals and found over 43% of
those employed in the fire service were eligible for the draft
and that fire chiefs faced a serious problem, replacing their
experienced fire fighters who had gone into the service.
Concemed with weakened fire protection,
encouraged fire fighters to rotate shifts and work paid
| overtime during wartime. When fire fighters returned, the
IAFF worked to ensure members would return to their fire
houses and that disabled fire fighters would find positions

in the fire service.

Photos: John Taylor, Local 1665

1954 IAFF adopts the Muscular Dystrophy Association as their charity

| In 1952, Charlie Crowley went to IAFF member George
Graney's Fire Engine Company 1 in South Boston.
! Crowley's sons had been diagnosed with Muscular °
Dystrophy and he needed money to take care of them.
IAFF Local 718 member Graney immediately rounded up
20 fire fighters and set in motion a door-to-door drive that
raised $5,000. The next year, Graney launched a city-
wide fundraising campaign with the help of fire fighters
across Boston. After success in that state, Graney
suggested Crowley and his friends at the Muscular
Dystrophy Association (MDA) go nationwide with fire
fighters in their fundraising efforts. At the IAFF's 22nd
Convention, Graney and Crowley convinced IAFF
members to make MDA the International's “charity of
choice."

Since MDA was adopted as the IAFF's charity in 1954, more than $240 million has been raised for
research and treatments to prolong the lives of children suffering with Muscular Dystrophy. This
assistance has been used to purchase braces and wheelchairs, in community heailth centers,
support groups, and for summer camps. The IAFF has emerged as the single largest sponsor of
the MDA under the leadership of General President Schaitberger, who is also a Vice President of
MDA. Fire fighters have taken Graney's vision and made it their mission, to raise funds in many
ways: by placing collection jars in stores and restaurants, sponsoring charity softball games and
running auctions. Today, their favorite fundraising activity is the "Fill the Boot" drive at

intersections and sports venues.
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