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‘ The collection is continuing today, SE |
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Vol unteer

ddl et own

The Middletown Velurteer Fire Department, has

. served the commupity of HMiddietown since 1040,

November

There have boeen four chiefs in the 34.vear history of
the departoient: Gus Hanceek, Raymond “Toots”
Herrick, Henry Riddle, and Beb Martin. Beginning as
& ninth cless department. Middletown attained a
sistheelase rating in May of 1885,

The first firchouse was a converted feed store. and
in 1944 the first firehouse vas built on property
donated by the KMiddletown Civie Club adiacent to the
first alarm office, (replaced in 1054 by the present
office!. In (948 the department moved into the fire-
polive guasters which had been vacated by the
defferson ¢ ounty Fire Department. The dopartment
purchased this building frem Jefferson County Fiscal
Ceurt in 1863, and have mogificd it to snit cur needs,
Thes is the present firchouse. The sccond house is now
under construction and property for the 8rd house has
hron purchased.

T He

| Middletown Would Buy EMiddlelown Places Order

Depart ment

The first pices of equipment, was a 1941 Ford 500-
gpm pumper. A number of Middletown eitizens signed
kundred dellar notes to guarantee payment. Through
carnivals and suheerintions to residents the equinment,
veas paid for. In 1950, a second picee, a 1950 690 rallen
Ford pumper wes added, and during the fcllnwing
vear the men of the department built a third pumper,
consisting of a surplus civil defensz pump, and a
§00-gallon weter tank on a Diamond T. Chasis. In 1052
the erizinal pumper was sold and a new 1952 pumper
wos porchased. T'he follewing vear the home-made rig

vas sold. In 1963 the department drew up plans for a
1000 gallon semi-quad and svperviced the building of it
curing the following year at Kenosha, Wisconsin.
£.dditional equinment inclucdes a 10Kw mebile power
unit and a Jeef field-fire unit. A Pirsch pumper &
are cn order to be delivered in Scptember.

In 1069, the Middletown area hecame a fire district,
cnabling us to collect revenue thirough county taxes,
At present the department hes 45 firemen.

J1Of4f0e rdsaonnuiaarny: Th,e 1U®E4X,er soni an
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Fire Department

Clivic Clud .dlv:‘z
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* profection.
Middletown, through the in-
strumentality“ of ils Civie Club
Is actively at work on a Fire De-

1 Tuesday  nlpin

For New Fire Equipment

. —————-
f Memilwrs of e Middielown
[Civie Clolh phaved Windnesdoy of
this"week un onder for fire figeht-
g apparatus, Tor e Yown, "
projeel  under  eonsideration  for
some Hme was hinally deekded b
aml officially  vated Tor, ot the
meeting ol e
ciny and the ander pecordingly
plyced Wodnesday,

Ordercd o pumpey sl ol
necessary  cguipmen) o aane |
from the Boyer Company, off
Logansport, “Indbana which)
shontd be wt Midicowe, yealy
for servies, i aboul sixty (pvs.
CSpeaking of the situation, fhis|
moming 7. D Self of the Crvie |
IClihy, shated Mt w wiganiin-
ian, of P hghtery ik yet hewn

[ prel Im 'h,,' actual effeetis), hwaith a )_nwxl;.~r 1')!

chase.” » .'&’, ; W‘ volundeers hiad offered ,,I!l"ll‘

 The ofticial board of the club REFVWOH.- Bttt - sotlt *

are.to have a called meeting Fri- : ¢ |

day evening, the 22nd, when It i

m MI “;h oan h m JEFFERSONTOWN, KY,, THURSDAY;. APRIL 10, 1941
m ofumu’ mlm Middlelown's Pumper in Use; Jelfersantown’s Coming

it 'will 'be to yound up the : :
%»MW by| APT il 1Tihe 139efif e |

waed by Middlcloen voluntees fizemen 1o ight fires. A similar outhie |
has been erdercd by p
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Middletown Fire Department

The following information was tak-
en from the minutes of the Middletown
Civic Club as well as other sources
concerning the growth and origin of
the Middletown Fire Department.
While some information may not be
included in this section, it will be lo-
cated in other areas of this book.

In April of 1940 the members of the
Middletown Civic Club decided to act
upon getting fire equipment for the
Middletown area when they learned
that their insurance rates would be
lowered if the town had fire protec-
tion. The first engine cost $3270.00
and a down payment of $1000.00
dollars had to be made with the bal-
ance to be paid in two to three years.
This truck was a 1941 Ford 500 GPM
pumper. A number of citizens signed
$100.00 notes to guarantee payment.
In August of 1944 there was a picnic
and the profits were used to pay on
the engine and to buy caps and pants
for the firemen. Through community
canvassing, a carnival, and subscrip-
tions, the unit was paid for.

Middletown was given a class nine
rating.

The original firehouse was the ga-
rage area of the car dealership at the
corner of Madison and Shelbyville
Road, and the first firehouse was built
on property donated by the Civic Club
adjacent to the first alarm office at
115 Madison Ave. The first alarm of-
fice was replaced in 1954 by the cur-

rent alarm office/residence now used
by the FD as a storage and office
building. The Fehr Brewing Co., as
well as the Fall City and Oertel Brew-
ing Companies, were substantial do-
nors in the building fund in 1944. A
Ford car was raffled off to help pay off
the debt.

In 1948 the department moved into
the fire-police quarters on U.S. 60
which had been vacated by the Jef-
ferson County Fire Dept. This struc-
ture was built in 1946, and was mod-
ified to meet our needs. Many parts of
the building can still be seen inside the
current station which has seen several
additions and renovations.

In 1950, the second piece of equip-
ment was purchased, a 1950 500 gal-
lon-per-minute Ford pumper, and dur-
ing the following year the men built a
third pumper, a 500 gallon water tank
on a Diamond T chassis. In 1952 the
original pumper was sold and a new
1952 Ford pumper was purchased.
The following year the homemade unit
was sold.

In December of 1964 a third pump-
er was added. The new truck was a
1000 GPM pumper that carried 500
gallons of water and cost $40,000.00

Dues for the MVFD were as follows:
Businesses — $10.00, residences —
$7.50, and vacant lots — $2.00 each.
Any resident who did not participate
would be charged $100.00 per hour
for each truck that responded to the

call. :
Effective May 27, 1965, the area |
served by the MVFD became a 6th
class fire area, if your property was
within 1000’ of a fire hydrant. In 1969
we became a tax district enablingus to |
collect revenue through county taxes.
In 1986 we received a class 2 rating.

There are many, many people who
deserve credit for keeping the Fire
Department going in the early years
when its only and greatest assets were
sheer will power and courage. One
outstanding volunteer was Louis |
Langford, the longest serving volun- |
teer. Louis served actively for thirty- |
seven and one half years. Today the |
Middletown Fire Protection District
has 13 career firefighters and 35 vol-
unteer firefighters who still risk their
lives, still make great contributions
and seek no recognition. The trustees
also deserve recognition because they
also serve without pay.

There are many other firefighters
and others who have served with the
Middletown Fire Department that I do
not know, and | apologize for any
omission of their names. You know
who you are and what you did for our
community. Without them, more build-
ings would have been lost to fire and
more lives would have been lost.

We honor the spirit of selflessness
which the firefighters of the Middle-
town Fire Department, both past and
present exemplify.




1940l dham County

The History Of Oldham County EMS

1940

Emergency Medical Service start:é

Like most EMS services, Oldham
County EMS can draw its roots to the
funeral homes and local constabulary.
When a person was sick or injured,
they were usually met with 3 hearse or
a police car.

They were then whisked away to the
closest hospital with no treatment en
route. Then, in 1940 Milton Carl and
Clayton Stoess purchased a Henney
Packard. Since there wasn't a dispatch
center, folks would call Milton Carl and
his wife at home in Crestwood. They
would then drop everything else and

respond. The beginning of a time-honored tradition of selfless service.

Over the years, the state began
training individuals as emergency
medical technicians (EMTs). The role
ofthese people was to provide basic
emergency care to the sick and
injured on the scene and en route to
the hospital.

The majority of these EMTs were
members of local fire departments
so it only made sense thatthese
agencies would begin putting
ambulances into their station. South

Oldham Fire Department, Lagrange Fire Department, North Oldham Fire Department and Ballardsville
Fire Department all began providing these services.

Realizing that they could do more, the EMTs expressed their
desire to become paramedics. In 1985, the Oldham County
Fiscal Court approved funding for ten of these EMTS to
attend a paramedic course and in 1987, the first paramedics
for Oldham County graduated.

In April of 1987, they hit the streets, volunteering their
services from 5 PM to midnight, four to five nights per week.

The Oldham County Dispatch center dispatched the
paramedics along with the fire department’'s ambulances..

LB T
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1940 dham County Emergency Medical Service start e

Realizing that they could do more, the EMTs expressed their
desire to become paramedics. In 1985, the Oldham County
Fiscal Court approved funding for ten of these EMTS to
attend a paramedic course and in 1987, the first paramedics
for Oldham County graduated.

In April of 1987, they hit the streets, volunteering their
services from 5 PM to midnight, four to five nights per week.

The Oldham County Dispatch center dispatched the
paramedics along with the fire department's ambulances..

As the population of the county grew, it became obvious that 24 hour coverage was necessary. In order to
facilitate this, a referendum was placed on the November 1991 ballot to for the Oldham County Ambulance
Taxing District. The referendum passed 2 i
to 1 and on April 1, 1992, Oldham County
began full time paramedic coverage, 24
hours a day, seven days a week. Shortly
thereafter, they merged with the volunteer
ambulance services.

As the number of volunteer EMTs
decreased during the day, and the run
volume increased, the need for a paid staff
was recognized. In January 1996, the
agency began operating a full time staff
from 6AM to 6PM Monday through
Saturday. Other times were covered by
volunteers. In 1998, a full-time night crew
was added, making Oldham County EMS
operational 24 hours a day.

In 2000, construction was completed on the EMS headquarter located off of West Highway 146 in Buckner,
Kentucky. This marked the first time that EMS vehicles, EMS crews, command staff and office personnel
would be under one roof.

Today, there are five
ambulances available the
majority of the time, with at
least three paramedics on
duty at any time.
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" GIVE THE BOYS A CHANCE

ThnﬁuontthArur-
burn place Sunday was .an
examplé of how thoughtless
‘.. the motorists are who gaily
. race to the scene of a
¥ along with the Fire Truck. - .
.~ The  apparatus, upon enter-
1 ing the roadway leading back
+ to the burning building was
© followed by spectators in their
- ‘ears, who proceeded to park in

the middle of the roadway,

thereby "®locking all traffic
back to the road that was try-
ing to get t . As was
" pointed out by Vdlunteer Fire

Chief Bud Young, many of the
.. crew find it quicker to answer
" the alarm in their own cars.
. Those of- the crew, who were
j not fortunste enough to pase
" the motorists folowing the
« troek going for the thrill of
"W a fire, found that t.hen

. sashé' ineomiiderate
2 wenrg the gfféd who blocked thl

‘7m 5o -$hat they had .to
park and run geveral blocks to

the scene of the fire.

A fire beyond the protection
of fire hydrants is most dis-
tressing, to say the least, and
time is an important factor in
fighting any fire anywhere;
but most assuredly is this true
in the case of a Volunteer Fire
Department fighting the fires
out in the county. Frequent-
ly, hoselines must be laid back

out the entrance to a water

supply, and & Volunteer fire
crew does not have any time
to be millling through the
throng in search of an incon-
siderate motorist and request
hinr to move his car out of the
way and neither does the
crew’s number warrant leaving
& member at a gate to keep
the spectators from ‘driving in
behind the truck since it is
uncertain just how many

members have been able to
answer the alarm, .

Put yourself in the shoes of
the property ownu, who hay

been unfortunate enough to
aee fire bring destruction to
his door. He pleads and de-
serves all the help he can
muster to fight the flames. -
You would “want all the help’
you could get, and as quickly
asg you could get it, to fight a
fire that was destroying yoar .,
property—and you would be

right in expecting such service. |

There is a law prohibiting .
the motorist from following
fire trucks, police cruisers and
ambulances in such a fashion,
but it has not been enforced
to any great extent, but out
of a sense of fair play DO
NOT PARK IN PRIVATE .
ROADWAY8 OR DRIVE-
WAYS LEADING UP TO
THE SCENE OF A FIRE—
GIVE THE FIRE FIGHTERS
A CHANCE AND REMEM- .
BER THAT FIRE PLAYS NO
FAVORITEE AND YOUR
HOME ‘AND PROPERTY
HIGHT BE AT STAKE
"' ﬂ.’“_A he

K e %
“ ._‘u id

A

W

Bet sy.

Payton

foll basntg

e ot i . S AL 15
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February Splecil®l40Board meeting February 20,

Minutes of Regular lleeting held Feb. 14, 1940
Six diréctors and two members of Tire Co. present
Meeting opened by the President at 8;15 P. I.
¥r. Hardin H. Herr, read the rewritten by 1;33 pf,ihé Asgni;
lotion made and seconded that by-laws be accepted. Carried.
Notion made and seconded that the following bills be paid;

Seagraves Corp: 4 6.00

Dobson Printing Co. 5.55

St. HMatt. Hdwe Co. 1.50

Mr. fonohan .70 for Gogzles

Aetna 01l Co. 1.82

Indian Refining Co. 5462

Stenographer 1.50 for writing by-laws
Postage 4,00

Piremens Ball Tiokets -9.50

$ 32,19 Total

Motion Caeried.

lMotion made and seconded that we install Booster Brakes on
Pumper, as a measure of safety. Cost tp be approximately
450, 00.

Hotin Carried

Motion made and gseconded that eeoretary be anthorized to
purchase used Typawriter for the 4ssn.

Motion Carried. K

There being no further business meeting was adjourned to meet

azain March 13, 1940,

" Thomas L. Dobson
Secretary
‘Teb. 20, 1940

President w1nfer ﬁirebtcrsNOgden, Zohnder, Smithson and
Dobson, met for the purpose of passing a motion to make
partial payment on note and renewing same with St., Matthews

" Tnomas I. Dobson, Secy. a B

Veterinarian
[+
DB H F. FLEMING
? Pbou lllml 4050
ll!(:ﬂk"!ll,lﬂdmﬁﬁ

i Lou!uvlllo. Ky, (St. Matthews)

Treatmest of HORSES and
~otbver Targe animals exclusively
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This pleture is convincing evi-
¥ {dence that the St Malthews Do-
partment Stoee, owned and ope-
raled by Max Oppenheimer at
3034 Frankfort Avenue in Graat«
¢or St, Malthews, Is hoadguarters
for the Easier rmabbii, At this
store the Enster shopper will find
& varied assortment of bunnies,
candics and novellics to chooso
from and couritous, Iriendly
sales people to bsust in making

1940

Emporium For Easter Shopper

selections.,

Swnding in the foreground of
the picture is Mrs  Fricda
(Kamer) Haurz Jatest addition
io the store's sales force. Mrs,
Haunx comes to the S1, Matthews
Department Store from a local
5 and 10 where she heid a similar
position for the past three years.
She hes many friends in the
community whem she will bde
ploised 10 serye in her new
situation,

o p—

84dbont own Sc
of when Jeff
credited
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Courtesy, http://gis.ky.gov/ 2007 _GI SCONF_Wi nn

Courtesy http://www.jtownal umni . or ghe node ¥i npah p
Schowhiapmened was 1lI192&Gat ed at what ar e noTwh eCollslte gger aDdrui avt@i

graduated el EBwvenomrsitgidrealt sschool colors of Green & Whi
mendhe high school was an extension oifnttdwmen oarti ghenlall Rloea
which opened in 1914. The school was seriously damage
church Sunday School c¢classrooms in the area.

March 14hel934€0fersonian

—_—— ——

RN T S
SCHOOL CONTINUES

School Functions | |~ 25 i) , T
Despite Handicap | |5 Sgbool._Boar Olﬁclals View Fn;e Damag?

— ) e - ———

| JeHiersontown plami | o sce hned Jover rooms !
suffered severe loss by | |10} whens bunch of local men,

fire early Sunday, but Co., with a vision, proposed to the
m being held never- s

JefTersontown  Schoo) s fune- for. .school purposes, provided.
tioning this weck—or has been that within

since Monday—under rather ad- to cost nol Jem
verse and difficult el thereon, i
due to the fire which practically P Wiy
ruined one unit of the plant carly let fo the n
Sunday morning. This dificulty o erect o bullding, designed by |,
is true particulorly of the grade Brinton” B, Davis, to comsist of
pupils who, until repairs can R: four '::l- bosement,  heal

I

e Tt W o
the Sunday rooms o A 4
Baptist and Lutheran Churches. }m‘b e sinee that

hree
Superintendent 0. J. Stivers dole, an upper story
i ;uhdm)'cslrrday. repairs are ;o- first nddision; . soon ‘“““:& the

ing forward as ropidly ns pos. :w::a“n: m;:uuoud
sible, but will fake several wWoeks | |Thee seanongs by the Sddition 1
o complote, since thed will entail of yet other class rooms flanking |
practically oll woodwork, an cn- the auditorium. And these alo- |
tire new reof and possibly some .:- '“"':' present near 600
of the walls to make the buillding ! ".”M‘” Sa rection: b the

again safe [or occupancy.
The fire which wrought such ol this place was felt

z

¥

g

i

S
oy
2
Esx
55

havoe was first_noticed about 4 foll of 1916, with Guy F.

a.m Sunday by Mrs J. H. Ander- | [ rinciesk b fugh scheol depert;

son, who lives with her son near- tescher, was. insugurated, clases N

by e;.nd ‘who w‘u t::écndln:d:hu being conducted in the basement. - Mo, -

ne of an inval grandson Mr. egar belng forced to give J 3
iRl o mmb"’dm""!,'.&{ George R, Adams {loft), business direcler ol the JeMetson County !
son who turmed In the slarm and| |22, Hieh Schesl safired maty || | Board of Education. and County Supericiondent O. J, Slivers look

soon not only the Jefersontown | iinucd for a time: but staged a [l | down inio smoldering debris 2t Jelfervoniown School

fire ;\Pung force, but also the comcback, Shally paining u #m | |

St ofthews and a unit (rom foothold snd today under the geh-

£

Loulsville were on the scene and '»‘"h':'l.l!’ Principal 5.
developed—under -

by herole cfforis held the loss| |lbhase
from covering the enfire plant by et g s
As it was, the grade rooms, with | -sccond 1o nose” in. th

go
£

principal’s olfice and class rooms Ceunly, T
sbove as well as cafeteria and d:.‘m”. IMI l“ ::—xt
Loiler rooms below suffered se: Gandy staled today that an in-
verely (though the eafeteria was |vestigationsinto the cause of Sun-
not as badly hurt as at first fear- day's fire had boen made and n
ed); the auditorium and later ad. plece of eable taken from . the
ditions to the building cicaping debris ':" now in the hands of
The loss has been roughly esti- mo"'. d'-uhl-I "“‘ m‘b.':
mated ol near $15,000 but is said ild_polnt 15 @ conclusion de-
ta be fully covered by insurance. mﬂi‘ n-uT.N;
It 50 happens that the part of " Mr: Adams sald, that Jt was hls
the bullding burned was the orig- apinlon even ‘i‘\ i In
{Continued o Yage 4) MI —"“.L."‘l-ﬂ floor. o5 'Au-.:
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March 18, 1940,

IF = -
MANUFACTURER’S OR IMPORTER'S '

) CERTIFICATE
~TO A MOTOR VEHICLE ;
. ©  Ohio Gen'l Code, Sec. 6290-13 N i
Ohio o
STATE OF. 3
COUNTY OF. Franklin ¥ }"' 35

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE m:
Syl THE SEAGRAVE CORPORATION SRR S

(Name of Manufacturer or Importer)

does hereby grant, bargain, sell and transfer unto

whose address is

hed M. VL'I

the following d
YEAR 1851 NO. OF CYL. 6 MOTOR No. 116884
MAKE Seagrave Mfr's SERIAL No. 65466
BODY TYPE Fire 4pparatus  MODEL 8DT H.P. (saE) 469

Type of Safety Glass (Trade Name)

Said 'manufacturer hereby certifies that this written instrument constitutes the first

conveyance of said mot hicle after its 'n facture and that the manufacturer’s serial
ber and mot; ber set forth above have not been and will not be used by the
*manufacturer on any other vehicle * factured by said *manufacturer, and that

Mat,

there are no other 'manufacturer’s certificates i d by the * f: rer for the

COLUMBUS, OHIO I

Vehicle above described.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the duly authorized agent of said *manufacturer has here-

unto set his hand at Columbus, Ohio and certifies that
the statements contained in the foregoing 'manufacturer’s certificate are true.

wren s THE_SERERAVE GORP,

Date

(Duly Authorized Agent)

1. If Importer, Insert proper terms. Approved by Registrar—I1-15-38

THE COL. B. B. NFG. CO. d@n 6577-A

March 22St 194Watt:
FIl ames from a grass

threatened sever al h o
ity of Browns Lane and Shelbyville Road. The
prompt arrival of the

Depart ment and work
with having extingui
any damage being done

Mar ch 28, The940eff
For mer Board Me mb e

1Bank Cashier Retires i

From Aclive Service

T'H. Cooper succeeds
. Dick. at Si Mat-
llnm Blnk 34 years.

'l'rtmlnatlng an active carcer m
banking in the St Matthews com- |
'|mumty. G. T. Dick, c:wlupt of the!
S1. Matthews Bank singe s m-|
ception in NMay 1906, wili retire
fram the posttion of active cashier
April L

Alhough relinguishuag his of-
fleral dutios 10 T ML Coopor.
e pewly  apoomtesd  cashier,
Mre ek will rotain an
(office in the St Mutthews Bank
Building  Mr. Dick has seen his!
bk geaw dunng the past 3-&!
years frum an anstitution which
!-m s first day of busmess hid
[SLUD in deposits, until at present
‘ m agprate sum of  doposits
amatnts W 4 milhion two hundeed ¢
thousand doliar: = e

Mr. Cooper has been the Banlk's |
assistant. coshier for the past -
Wwoen yeards, A native of chnu\m.!
Ky, he began bis bankng carvoer
with the Citizens Nationn] Dank
of that city. He was also in the
hanking business for thiee years
in Kansas City.

Mr. Cooper, whose home s on
Wallace Avenue. St. Matthews, is
a World War veleran and as a
member of the Zachary Taylor
Post of the American Legion he
has served a3 its treasurer for the

”l fen years .

I
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April 58t . 19M&tt hewset€Ceoemmuwt Editor, Chief R. M. Yo
Hi gh School, the Il ocal fire department <called for asnsties
dered invaluable aid in preventing complete destr ucothior
tors of the town of Jeffersontown, at a meeting a f etwud

t he prompt action of Chief Young and the St. Matt hews
fire equipment, damage to the school building might hoa
ti me. Resolved that the Board of Trustees do hereby ad
thews Volunteer Fire department for rendering this moush
rer, Clerk.

April 10, 1940: Board meeting

‘"inutes of Meeting April, 10, 1940

Ogden

Six directors present, Zehnder, Winter, Schweitzer, Boss,
and Davis. Firemen Iohn Monahan and Bernard Handel.

Treasurer reported balance of $150.79.

Following bills presented-

St. Matthews Hardware  2.77

Standard 0il g i 7.86

Sou Bell Tel % Tel 3485

Sou Bell Tel & Tel 4.13

Buschemeyer-0gden S - R T e e
Iou Gas & Fleo 12.26 .

Chief Bud Young
(Investigation expense) 3,00 R I e

Total $34,42 i

Motinn by Boss - seconded by Zehnder that bills be paid."___._____
Carried.

Motion by Zehnder - seconded by.Ogden that Chief Young visit it

lagst fires at Middletown, Iyndon, and Iakeland for the purpose (f'

of ocollecting funds in payment for these fire runs. He to receive "

the usual 15% commission if céllected.

: . uarried

- No further business meeting was Adjonrnedat 9:15 P, M. ]zfzgé

_Secretary

ey 8, 1940(Meeting Date) — —

No meeting aooount laok of Quorum




1940
Apri |l 2T5h,e 1J94f0f,er soni an

June 12Boar9d#4 Omeeti ng:

June 14 St19Mat t:heaws i "SgUAI | Firemen: Fire Chief Bu
Matt hews Volunteer Fire Department to report at the td
2,200 feet of new fire hose may be made. Those unabl e




