
 

 

St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

1940 to 1942 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, 

etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological 

order.  These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with 

the help of the St. Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc.  The Associationôs members are 

Rick Albers, A. E. ñBillò Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ 

Rakestraw and Al Ring. 
 

The purpose of this ñcollectionò was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews 

Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 

2004.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. 

Matthews Fire Department, please contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 

remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to other items such as 

documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was 

available.  We realize that many items are not identified and regret that we werenôt able to provide this 

information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from 

one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 

purpose other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
 

The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers 

including The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune.  Our appreciation is also 

extended to the various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

1940 
 

1940:  Middletown Volunteer Fire Department started.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

November 14, 1940, The Jeffersonian:        January 9, 1941, The Jeffersonian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 11, 1941, The Jeffersonian 



 

 

 1940 
 

1940:  Middletown Volunteer Fire Department started.  From 50th Anniversary, Middletown Fore De-
partment, 1940 to 1990. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 1940 
 

1940:  Oldham County Emergency Medical Service started: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 1940 
 

1940:  Oldham County Emergency Medical Service started: 



 

 

 1940 
 

Added booster brakes and 8 ply tires to Betsy. 
 
St. Matthews Lions Club started. 
 
St. Mathews Commuter Started edited by Payton Hoge.  (Newspaper) 
 
January 12, 1940:  St. Matthews Sun:  Give The Boys A Chance.  The fire on the Burt Arterburn place Sunday was an 
example of how thoughtless the motorists are who gaily race to the scene of a fire along with the Fire Truck. 
 

The apparatus, upon entering the roadway leading back to the burning building was followed by spectators in their cars, who proceed-
ed to park in the middle of the roadway, thereby blocking all traffic back to the road that was trying to get through.  As was pointed 
out by volunteer Fire Chief Bud Young, many of the crew find it quicker to answer the alarm in their own cars.  Those of the crew, 
who were not fortunate enough to pass the motorists following the truck going for the thrill of seeing a fire, found that these same in-
considerate persons were the ones who blocked the roadway so that they had to park and run several blocks to the scene of the fire. 
 

A fire beyond the protection of fire hydrants is most distressing, to say the least, and time is an important factor in fighting any fire 
anywhere; but most assuredly is this true in the case of a Volunteer Fire Department fighting the fires out in the country.  Frequently, 
hose lines must be laid back out the entrance to a water supply, and a Volunteer fire crew does not have any time to be milling through 
the throng in search of an inconsiderate motorist and request him to move his car out of the way and neither does the crewôs number 
warrant leaving a member at a gate to keep the spectators from driving in behind the truck since it is uncertain just how many mem-
bers have been able to answer the alarm. 
 

Put yourself in the shoes of the property owner who has been unfortunate enough to see fire bring destruction to his door.  He pleads 
and deserves all the help he can muster to fight the flames.  You would want all the help you could get, to fight a fire that was destroy-
ing your property-and you would be right in expecting such service. 
 

There is a law prohibiting the motorist from following fire trucks, police cruisers and ambulances in such a fashion, but it has not been 
enforced to any great extent, but out of a sense of fair play DO NOT PARK IN PRIVATE ROADWAYS OR DRIVEWAYS LEAD-
ING UP TO THE SCENE OF A FIRE ï GIVE THE FIREFIGHTERS A CHANCE AND REMEMBER THAT FIRE PLAYS NO 
FAVORITES AND YOUR HOME AND PROPERTY MIGHT BE AT STAKE. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 1940 
 

February 14, 1940:  Special Board meeting February 20, 1940:   
 
 
 
 
February 29, 1940,  
The Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 1940 
 

March 7, 1940, The Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 10, 1940:  Jeffersontown School caught fire.  The fire started around 4:30 a.m. and did $15,000 damage.  The flames were 
through the roof when Jeffersontown firefighters arrived.  The prompt arrival of the St. Mathews Volunteer Fire Department and work 
of the firemen is credited with having extinguished the fire and prevented more damage being done.  
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Courtesy, http://gis.ky.gov/2007_GISCONF_Winners/2007GISCONFMapContestWinHistoricJTown.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy http://www.jtownalumni.org/index.php3?pageid=AboutUs.htm         The original Jeffersontown High 

School;   which opened in 1925, was located at what are now College Drive and Galene Drive.  The 1st graduating class was in 1929, 

graduated eleven students.  The original school colors of Green & White, proudly adorning their mascot named ñThe Gentle-

menò.  The high school was an extension of the original Jeffersontown Elementary school in J-town at Dell Road and College Drive, 

which opened in 1914. The school was seriously damaged by a fire in 1940. The school subsequently conducted some classes in 

church Sunday School classrooms in the area.  
 

March 14, 1940, The Jeffersonian: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 1940 
 

March 18, 1940,  

March 22, 1940:  St. Matthews Sun:  
Flames from a grass fire Wednesday afternoon 

threatened several homes and garages in the vicin-

ity of Browns Lane and Shelbyville Road.  The 

prompt arrival of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire 

Department and work of the firemen is credited 

with having extinguished the fire and prevented 

any damage being done. 
 

 

March 28, 1940:  The Jeffersonian:  

Former Board Member. 

 



 

 

 1940 
 

April 5, 1940:  St. Matthews Commuter: Letter to Editor, Chief R. M. Young.  During the recent fire at the Jeffersontown 
High School, the local fire department called for assistance, you and the members of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department ren-

dered invaluable aid in preventing complete destruction in the school building, and because of this prompt service the Board of Direc-

tors of the town of Jeffersontown, at a meeting a few nights ago, unanimously approved the following resolution:  Where as without 

the  prompt action of Chief Young and the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department in answering our emergency call for additional 

fire equipment, damage to the school building might have been so extensive as to cause a complete suspension of a long period of 

time.  Resolved that the Board of Trustees do hereby express their sincere thanks to Chief Young and the members of the St. Mat-

thews Volunteer Fire department for rendering this most valuable service.  The board of Trustees Jeffersontown Kentucky, by S. Dur-

rer, Clerk. 

  

April 10, 1940:  Board meeting:                    May 8, 1940, Board Meeting,  



 

 

 1940 
 

April 25, 1940, The Jeffersonian: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 12, 1940:  Board meeting:   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

June 14, 1940:  St. Matthews Sun:  Calling All Firemen:  Fire Chief Bud Young has issued a call for all members of the St. 
Matthews Volunteer Fire Department to report at the fire house Sunday morning at 9:30.  The firemen are called that a test of the 

2,200 feet of new fire hose may be made.  Those unable to respond to the call are asked to notify the chief. 

 

 


