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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 

of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 

Ringôs personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this ñcollectionò was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 

who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-

ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 

have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 

contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 

remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 

the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 

and regret that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 

not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-

Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 

information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-

gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 

2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 

Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-

gener Lairôs 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisvilleôs Own (An Illustrated En-

cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 

This section concerns the deaths of alumni family members from 

the classes of Waggener High 1960, 1961, and 1962. 

 

The name of the alumni is at the top of the page.  The family mem-

ber information is noted below that name. 

 

The female alumna are listed in alphabetical order based on the 

name we have at the present time. Their maiden name is capital-

ized. 

 

 

   Veteran 

 

 

 

HELP NEEDED 
 

If anyone has additional information useful for this section I would 

appreciate you contacting me and letting me know.   

 

You can contact me (Al Ring) at   ringal@comcast.net  
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 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Judith Kay TULLIS Abar (60) 

Ashar S. Tullis father of Judith Kay Tullis Abar '60 died at Oaklawn Health Care Facility 

11/25/2004. Reported in VOICE-TRIBUNE 12/5/2004 - page D-5. Survivors also include wife, Nancy 

Cauble Abar - a brother, Bishop Edward Tullis (Kit)  - Lake Junaluska, NC - another daughter, Terry 

Tullis Walker (Cliff) - Kansas City, KS and a son, William Tullis (Pam) - Louisville, KY - step-

children and grandchildren. Memorial Gifts: Fourth Avenue United Methodist Church - 318 W. St. 

Catherine - Louisville, KY  or Summit Academy - 111508 Main Street - Middletown, KY 40243. 

  

  



A note of sadness: D. Douglass Abbott, 26, son of Bunny Laffoon and Daniel Abbott, died Thursday, 

April 4, 2002. 
 

Visitation is at St. Francis in the Fields Episcopal Church on Sunday, 6-8 PM, and the funeral is at the 

church on Monday at 11 AM. For those out-of-towners, the Abbott's reside at 419 Pennington Lane, 

Louisville, KY 40207. 
 

To Bunny and Dan and all the Laffoon and Abbott family, please know that all your Waggener friends 

share your grief even though most can never know what it is like to lose a child at such an early age. 

Our prayers are with you. Know that we are with you. 
 

Steve Porter, Waggener ó61 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Sharlene Maria ñBunnyò LAFFOON Abbott (61) 
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John M. Abbott, Jr. (60) 



Christine Howerton Adams, member of Beechwood Baptist Church, dies 
 

Christine Howerton Adams, 85, died Sudnay, December 11, 2005, at Baptist Hospital East. 
 

Mrs. Adams grew up in Olive Hill, and moved to Louisville in the early 1940s.  She retired in 1977 

as administrator for Jefferson County Public Schools. 
 

She was past president of Kentucky Personnel Guidance Association, a member of the American 

Personnel Guidance Association and a member of Beechwood Baptist Church. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Roy ñDocò Adams in 1984. 

 

Survivors:  her son, Roy ñWallyò Adams (Sally); grandson Roy Michael Wallace Adams (Kristie); 

granddaughter Rachel Apthorpe (Andrew); great-grandson, Nicholson Thomas Adams; two brothers, 

Dr. Lonnie W. Howerton (Phyllis) and Dr. Carl L. Howerton (Maxine); four nephews, Dr. Christo-

pher Howerton, Dr. Garey Howerton, John Howerton and Dr. Dan Howerton; and four nieces, Dr. 

Debbie Christie, Leigh Patterson, Julie Johnson, and Carla Moor. 
 

A memorial service was held at Beechwood Baptist Church with private burial in Resthaven Memo-

rial Park.  Pearsonôs Funeral Home handled the arrangements. 
 

Memorials gifts:  Kosair Charities or Beechwood Baptist Church Memorial Fund. 

 

Sally Brown Adams (65) 

 

ADAMS, SALLY BROWN, 62, died Wednesday, June 10, 2009 at her residence. 

She was a retired teacher having taught at Ballard, Shelby Co., and Franklin Co. 

High Schools. She was a member of KY. Education Association, Kentucky Council 

of Teachers of English, and Centenary United Methodist Church, Shelbyville, KY. 

She served two terms as reporter/editor of the Franklin Co. teacher's association. Two 

years in a row awarded first place (as editor) in the state of Kentucky for medium 

sized teacher locals. Served two terms as President of the Franklin Co. Education As-

sociation. Runner up candidate (1994) for the Ky. Distinguished Educator program. 

She is survived by her husband, Roy Wallace "Wally" Adams; her wonderful chil-

dren who always gave her such happiness, Michael Adams (Kristie) and Rachel 

Apthorpe (Andrew); her two grandsons, Nick Adams and Rex Apthorpe, who filled her days with love 

and laughter; her parents, John and Selma Brown; her sisters, Cathy Cook (Jim), Shelbyville, KY, and 

Jennifer D. Brown (Meagan); Lexington, KY; her brother, J. Michael Brown (Jane), Louisville; and 

nephews, Alex Brown, Michael Brown, Taylor Brown, Greg Cook and Matthew Cook. Funeral service 

is 2 p.m. Saturday at Pearson's, 149 Breckenridge Lane, with burial to follow in Cave Hill cemetery. 

Visitation is 6-9 p.m. Friday and noon-2 p.m. Saturday. Memorials 
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Roy Wallace ñWallyò Adams (60) & Sally BROWN Adams (65) 



Ruth Truman Pardon died on March 22, 1987 in Jacksonville, FL. She was the daughter of Laurence 

Stewart Truman and Mary Ryan Truman and the widow of K. Frank ñBunnyò Pardon. She attended 

public schools in Pewee Valley, KY, New Albany, IN and Louisville, KY. She received a B.S. Degree 

and a Masters of Education from the University of Louisville.  
 

Mrs. Pardon began her 40 year teaching career in 1925 at Valley Station Grade School. After teaching 

at Margaret Hall Private School she went on to teach math at Jeffersontown High School, Eastern High 

School and Waggener High School. There she developed and taught an advanced math program.  
 

When not in the classroom she could often be found on the golf course. She played at several of the 

public golf courses in Louisville and was a member of River Road Country Club.  
 

 In 1955 the Eastern H.S. Boys Golf team won the State Championship with Mrs. Pardon as their 

coach. She was the first female to coach a varsity male sport at Eastern and the first coach at Eastern to 

win a state championship.   
 

She retired in 1965 to Hilton Head Island, SC where she enjoyed many activities including golf and 

bridge. She moved to Florida in 1978.  
 

She was survived by her sister Esther Truman Davis of Hilton Head Island, SC, niece  

Bonnie Davis Ankrim (Waggener 1961) of Gainesville, FL and two grand nieces and a grand neph-

ew. 

  

A memorial service was held at St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church Hilton Head Island, SC. 
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 Marian Barnett ñBonnieò DAVIS Ankrim (61) 



ARTERBURN MALCOLM, 92, of Louisville, passed away Tuesday, February 28, 

2006, at Norton Suburban Hospital. He was a native of Carlisle County, KY, a Navy 

veteran of World War II, and retired owner of Arterburn Builder's, Inc. He was pre-

ceded in death by his wife of 65 years, Mildred Graves Arterburn. He is survived by 

his sons, Brad and Ross (Kay) Arterburn; a brother, Ben Arterburn; eight grandchildren; and 

14 great-grandchildren. A family memorial service is planned. Arrangements by Arch L. Heady 

& Sons, Hikes Point. 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Brad Arterburn (60) 

 

 



Mildred Brown Axton 

  
8/14/2008 

  

Mildred Brown Axton, 91, of Louisville passed away Wednesday, Aug. 13, 2008, at Jefferson Manor. 
She was a member of Beargrass Christian Church for more than 50 years and a member of the Wom-
an's Club of Louisville. She was a former member of the Louisville Boat Club and Hunting Creek 
Country Club. 

  

Survivors include a daughter, Carol Lee Riley (Dr. Don Riley) of Owensboro; a son, Woodie Axton 
(Sue); grandchildren Woodie Riley, Rebecca Lee Glenn, Woody Axton, John Axton and Sarah Moody; 
and great-grandchildren, Meaghan Riley, Jeanna Glenn, Macy, Jake and Casey Axton. 

  

Funeral services will be at 2 p.m. EST on Saturday at Pearson's, 149 Breckenridge Lane, with burial in 
Resthaven Cemetery. Visitation will be after noon Saturday at the funeral home. Memorials may go to 
the American Diabetes Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
August 14, 2008, Woody: 
 

I was sad to learn today (8/14/2008) that your mother died. I remember all of the good times that you and I had together 
growing up together-- and the many times that your mother gave us cookies, along with cold milk in those colorful metal 
tumblers that used to contain cottage cheese during the '40s. (Are we really that old?) 
  

I remember the times we went boating on the Ohio River with you and your family and the times we went swimming at the 
Louisville Boat Club. (I almost drowned one time when I was diving for the drain, but I never told anyone-- until now.) 
 

I still have that framed picture of us, sitting on the backyard picket fence, with plaid shirts and jeans, and typical smiles on 
our faces. 
  

Almost every day, before we were old enough to go to first grade, you would come up and ride with me on the running 
board of our car. We never told your mother, but I'll bet she knew. 
  

And then there was the time my Dad grabbed us both by the seat of our pants to rescue us both from the Louden's horse, 
which charged us after we threw rocks at him. (We never told your mother or father, but I'll bet someone else did.) 
 

I remember the Play Tree across from your house, where we and the rest of the neighborhood kids used to play. Your house 
and mine are still there, but the Play Tree is not. (I checked, when I was last in Louisville. But then, it was older than we, 
and hardly expected to outlive us.) 
 

Many nice memories from the past, of you and me-- and our mothers and growing up 
 

With you in spirit and through these words at this time of passages. 
 
Ron Hammerle  

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Woodford ñWoodieò Edwin Axton (61) 



Wilma Young Baker, member of Beargrass Christian Church and the St. Matthews  

Womanôs Club, dies at 87 
 

Wilma Young Baker, 87, of Louisville, died Sunday, August 18, 2002, at her residence. 
 

Mrs. Baker was preceded in death by her husband, George F. Baker; and her son, Robert F. Baker. 
 

Survivors:  two grandsons, Kenneth baker of South Lake, Texas and Jeffrey Baker; five great-

grandchildren; a sister Forrest Catron; and two nieces Denise Kirzinger and Judy Sullivan of Lexing-

ton. 
 

Funeral services were held at Pearsonôs, with burial in Resthaven Memorial Park. 
 

Memorial gifts:  Beargrass Christian Church.  

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

 Robert Franklin Baker (60) 
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 Myrta Lois Baxter (62) 



Edward Wickwire Bedwell, 84, Of Louisville, died Thursday at 

Baptist Hospital East. 
 

He was retired from Tube Turns and an Army Veteran of World 

War II. 
 

He is survived by his wife, Priscilla King Bedwell, of Louisville, Kentucky, 

and two sons, Thomas Edward Bedwell of Georgetown, Kentucky and Rich-

ard Allen Bedwell, Coxôs Creek, Kentucky; a daughter, Barbara Ann Tingle of 

Crestwood, eight grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. 
 

A Memorial Service will be held at 11 a.m. Monday in Louisville Memorial 

Gardens East.  Visitation will be from 5-8 p.m. Saturday and 3 ï5 Sunday at 

Pearson-Ratterman Bros. Funeral Home, 12900 Shelbyville Road. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to Bellewood Presbyterian 

Children's Home, Anchorage, Kentucky.   

 

 

 

 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Thomas Edward Bedwell (60) & Richard Allen Bedwell  (61) 

 

 



Lester E. Pankonin, former member of Big Springs Country Club, dies 
 

Lester E. Pankonin, 88, of Naples, Florida, died Tuesday, July 8, 2003. 
 

Mr. Pankonin, a native of Louisville, was born May 5, 1915, to Charles J. and Bernice (Eller) Pankon-

in,  He resided in Naples for the last 28 years. 
 

He was a graduate of the University of Nebraska and retired employee of General Eclectic Company, 

where he worked for 38 years as a vice president and division general manager. 
 

He was an elder with Mooring Presbyterian Church, past president and member of the board of direc-

tors of the Royal Poinciana Golf Club, member of the board of directors at Moorings Park, a former 

trustee of the Naples Community Hospital and member of both Royal Poinciana Golf Club and Naples 

Yacht Club.  He was a former member of Big Spring Country Club and involved in civic activities 

while living in Louisville. 
 

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Maxine; two daughters, Lynne Birdt (Marvin) of Ft. Myers, 

Florida, and Suzanne Cosso (Lou) of Grinds, California; and two grandchildren, Greg Cosso of San 

Francisco and Jen Cosso of New York City. 
 

Memorial services were held at Mooring Presbyterian Church.  Hodges Funeral Chapel handled the 

arrangements. 
 

Memorial gifts; Mooring Presbyterian Church Foundation, Moorings Park Foundation, Naples Com-

munity Hospital or donorôs favorite charity. 
 

The Voice-Tribune, 7/16/2003 
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Lynn PANKONIN Birdt  (60) 
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Karen Christine CARTER Borho (61) 

 

 



 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Robert Nickell Burrice (61) John W. ñJackò Burrice (63) 

I am sad to report the death of Mr. Robert Burrice, father of Nick Burrice '61 and Jack Burrice '62. Bob 

was 91 and is remembered fondly, esp. by those of us who grew up near him on Elmwood, Brookfield, 

etc. He died peacefully in his sleep after a brief final illness caused by his long-term battle with emphy-

sema. He is also survived by his son, Jimmy. His funeral is at 10:00 AM on Thursday, March 27, 2003.  

                                                Steve Porter '61  

 

AlsoðNovember 25, 2009, James N. Burris. 



 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

John Garfield Burt (60) 

April 11, 2003 Eugene V. Burt (93) died.  Mr. Burt was a graduate of the U. S. Naval 

Academy (Class of 1931) and served in Washington DC and Boston. He is survived by his 

wife, the former Margaret Bell, and two sons - John G. Burt (WHS '60) Dallas, TX and 

Henry M. Burt and five grandchildren. Shannon Funeral Services of Shelbyville, 

KY handled the services.  

 

 

BURT, MARGARET HUNTER (BELL) passed away Tuesday, September 27, 2005. She was born 

July 1, 1911, in Shelbyville, the eldest of three children born to David B. and Mary (McIntyre) Bell. She 

graduated from the Science Hill School for girls in Shelbyville and Agnes Scott College in Decatur, GA. 

She was married for 64 years to Eugene V. Burt, until Gene's death in 2003. Margaret taught school at 

Waggener High School from 1960-1973 and was a founding member of Harvey Browne Presbyterian 

Church in the 1940s. She had two children, John G. Burt (Gunta) of Dallas, TX, and Henry M. Burt 

(Amy Wisotsky) of Louisville. Margaret had five grandchildren, Terri Burt (Patrick Donley) and Ashley 

Wynn (Roger) of Louisville, Kristy Burt and Erik Burt of Houston, TX, and, Cynthia Hudson (Hunter) 

of Seattle, WA. She had one great-grandchild, Lucy Hudson. "The family would like to thank her 

healthcare workers, Becky, Betty, Imogene and Rosemary." Arrangements are being handled by Shan-

non Funeral Services of Shelbyville with the ceremony set for 10:30 a.m. Friday, September 30, 2005. 

Visitation will be from 6-9 p.m. Thursday at the funeral home.  
 

Published in The Courier-Journal on 9/28/2005.  
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Mitze Cherie BURNETT Butler (60) 
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Cassandra COLVIN Carr (62) 

 

 



Richard A. Case 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

David Wyatt Case (60) and John Richardson Case (61) 



The Voice-Tribune, 

 April 3, 2008 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Lewis Perry Chick, Jr. (60) & David B. Chick  

 

 



Anna Katherine Chreste, 91, died Monday, Sept. 8, 2003, at Norton's Surburban Hospital. Preceded 

in death by husband, Gaylord L. Chreste. Survived by sons and their wives: Bonnie and Herbert L. 

Chreste '61 - Diana and Gerald L. Chreste. Memorial Gifts: Masonic Home Activity Programs - 240 

Masonic Home Drive - Masonic Home, KY 40041. 

VOICE-TRIBUNE 9/24/2003 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Herbert Leroy Chreste (61) 



November 17, 2005, The Voice-Tribune:  Charlene ñMarcyò V. Cottier, 65, of Shepherdsville, died 

Sunday November 6, 2005 at Norton Hospital.  She was a retired employee of General Electric and 

Bullitt County Courthouse. 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Robert ñBobò Richard Cottier (61) 



 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Beverly (CURRY) (60) & Charles Kinslow 



AILEEN REAGER MILLER (92) - died 1/1/2005 at Hurstbourne Healthcare Center - Was life mem-

ber of Filson Historical Society - Speed Museum and Woman's Club of Louisville - Preceded in death 

bu husband, J. William Miller - Survived by son: Jack W. Miller, III (Sandi) and daughter: Linda Mil-

ler Dabney (Gordon) - WHS '61  - five grandchildren and eight great grandchildren. 

  

VOICE-TRIBUNE - 1/6/2005 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Linda Marshall MILLER Dabney (61) 



 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Fred Lee Davis (61) 

 

 



From The Courier-Journal, June 27, 2001: 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Harry Scott Davis (61) 



From The Courier-Journal: 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Andrew ñAndyò R. Dixon, Sr.  (61) 



William Brewster Doolittle, retired assistant to the dean of the College of Arts &  
Sciences at the University of Louisville, dies at 88 

 

William Brewster Doolittle, Sr. died Friday, January 31, 2003. 
 

Mr. Doolittle taught instrumental music and conducted orchestras and bands in the public schools in 
Corydon, Indiana, and Louisville, and also performed for many years as a cellist with the Louisville 
Orchestra.  He was retired assistant to the dean of the College of arts & Sciences as the University of 
Louisville. 
 

An active forest conservationist, he was awarded the Tom Wallace Forestry award in 1970.  He was 
interested in violin-making and repair and historic preservation.  He was a retired lieutenant colonel in 
the U.S. Army Reserves, with service in tow wars.  
 

In 1936, he became the first cello-major graduate of the Indiana University School of Music.  He 
played and toured with the Indianapolis Symphony and was ñlentò by Indianapolis to Louisville to play 
with the Louisville Orchestra in its first concert on November 2, 1937.  He later joined the Louisville 
Orchestra.  
 

His first teaching job after graduation was with the Louisville Public Schools, teaching instrumental 
music at Louisville Girls High school and Atherton High School.    
 

In 1940, he joined the Kentucky National Guard, and when World War II began in 1941, was activated 
with the Louisvilleôs 138th Field Artillery, being sent to the South Pacific.  He served in the U.S. Ar-
my through all four years of the war. 
 

After the war, he studied at the Julliard School of Music in New York and earned his masterôs degree 
at Boston University in 1948. 
 

During the Korean conflict, he was sent to Germany as a part of the Allied occupation of the country.  
There, he formed the 7th Army Symphony, which performed for U.S. troops in Germany. 
 

In 1948, he became orchestra director at DuPont Manual High school.  In 1966, he switched careers 
and joined the staff of the dean of the College of arts & Sciences at U of L.  He retired in 1978. 
 

He was a member of Corydon Presbyterian Church, Jennie Gebhart Hedden Music Society in New Al-
bany, Indiana, and the American federation of Musicians, Local 11. 
 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Muriel White Doolittle, whom he married in 1947, and a daugh-
ter, Jean Ann Doolittle. 
 

Survivors:  two sons, William Jr. and David; a daughter-in-law, Sarah Doolittle; and grandchildren, 
Ellen, Madeline and David Edward Doolittle. 
 

Funeral services were held at Gehlbach & 
Royse Funeral Home in Corydon with buri-
al in Cedar Hill cemetery in Corydon.  Lo-
cal visitation was held at Ratterman-
Lexington Road Funeral Home. 
 

Memorial gifts:  Jennie Gebhart Hedden 
Music Society, The Nature Conservancy or 
Corydon Riverwalk.   
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William Douglas Doolittle (60) 
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James Bruce Douglas (61) 



November 25, 2009: 

 Waggener Alumni Necrology and Family Obituaries: 

Clyde Franklin Ensor, Jr. (61) 


