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ST. MATTHEWS

Makes Its Bow

HE big, new highway, which is now the Broadway of
St. Matthews, typifies the progressive spirit of this un-
usual suburb.

Visitors observing the many automobiles with their front
bumpers against the curbing inquire, *“Anything going on in
St. Matthews? The place looks busy for this time of day.”

In spite of the heavy traffic on the plainly marked lanes, it is
a pleasant and comfortable place in which to transact busi-
ness. With cars parked vertically to the sidewalk, they move
in or out easily and safely.

No vacant stores stare gloomily at the passerby in St. Mat-
thews. For rent signs are almost unknown as business is
thriving. Even the offices for professional men above the
stores are comfortably filled.

Long ago, the people, who tilled the soil about St. Matthews,
owned their homes and their farms. The residents of today
build or buy their homes so the same solid foundation for
continued prosperity exists. Vacant houses are not for rent
but for sale. People come to St. Matthews to make their
home and they stay. They learn to work and to play together
as they are the younger men and women.

This ability to do splendid team work for the good of the
community is what made possible the publication of this
book concerning a most unusual suburb.
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St. Matthews
HAS ALWAYS BEEN PROSPEROUS

N those early days when hardy pioneers
came through Cumberland Gap into
the new land of Kentucky, small groups
settled here and there in the Bluegrass of
the state. Others came to the fertile up-
lands about the Falls of the Ohio to make

their homes.

Soon clearings were made in the heavy
timber along picturesque Beargrass Creek.
Thus the St. Matthews neighborhood came
into being on the high gently rolling up-
lands. Rough trails led from cabin to cabin
and crops were planted in the fresh, deep,
soft, soil. Grain and vegetables flourished.

Game was abundant and the long Ken-
tucky rifles brought down buffalo, elk, deer
and many smaller animals. Wild pigeons
frequently darkened the skies and their

* were raided to fill homemade
casks with the birds in brine for use in the
winter.

Fine clear cold springs kept a swift stream
flowing in Beargrass and grist mills were
built to take place of grinding by hand. The
ruin of the old stone mill at Big Rock in
Cherokee Park is one of those early mills.

While men and boys waited patiently for
their grain to be ground at the mill, they
often fished in the swirling current below
the rough building. Good sized black bass
and other frying fish were abundant and
furnished the settlers with a change in their
rather monotonous diet. The dense growth
of cane nearby provided the anglers with
smooth straight fishing poles.

The settlers prospered with the growing of
grains and the grazing and feeding of live
stock on the fine grass furnished by nature.
Hogs ran wild in the timber to forage for
themselves. These thin, long-legged animals
used their rough snouts to turn up grubs
and tender roots for their food. Then
when beechnuts and acorns covered the
ground beneath the trees in the autumn, the
animals grew fat enough for slaughtering.
In addition, hemp was a staple crop as the
tough fibre could be twisted into cables by
negro labor in long narrow buildings called
“rope-walks.”” Kentucky rope and hawsers
for sailing vessels became noted along the
Atlantic seaboard and brought the settlers
much needed supplies.

The “licks,” south of Louisville and about
Shepherdsville on Salt River, were devel-
oped into wells which provided the pio-
neers with salt. This most necessary com-
modity was transported by water from
Louisville to many points on the river and
hauled by wagon to Lexington and other
towns and settlements. Below Shepherds-
ville in the rough hills, pockets of iron ore
were discovered and furnaces were built to
utilize this needed natural resource. Thus
hand made nails, plow points and bolts
could be fashioned by the local blacksmiths.

Before many years had passed the larger
farmers were building rather pretentious
homes with slave labor and the hand work
of artisans brought from Virginia and
Maryland. Life became easier as this sec-
tion of the new West grew prosperous.
Stage coaches came into use over the roads
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