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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section contains information about the lives of the alumni 
from the Waggener High School Class of 1961. 
 
This is a collection of photos, articles, web sites, and other informa-
tion that various people have collected on alumni over the years.  It 
is presented here for you to enjoy and learn what may have hap-
pened in the lives of our alumni. 
 
The female alumna are listed in alphabetical order based on the 
name we have at the present time. Their maiden name is capital-
ized. 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
If you have any additional information on any alumni or their fami-
lies, please pass it on to us. It would be appreciated.   
 
 
You can contact me (Al Ring) at  —      ringal@comcast.net  
 
 
 

 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:            Bunny LAFFOON Abbott (61) 

Unknown 

The Voice Of St. Matthews 
March 19, 1953 



 

E-Mails to Marie VanHoose Sayre, May 2008: 
 
I thought you might enjoy seeing our Boston, Sadie. She is a large Boston, weighing about 27 lbs. 
and is 4 years old. 
 
How big is your dog? I loved the picture of him. 
  
Bonnie 
 
You have had quite a collection of Bostons. I love the names and their photos. They are fun dogs. 
Sadie is our first one and a bit larger than I thought that I wanted. She still considers herself a 
lap dog and will snuggle close if she can't get on your lap. 
  
Bonnie 
 
This is one of my favorite photos of Sadie. My son has a large fish tank in his living room and 
Sadie is fascinated with the fish. She will sit as long as we let her and watch the fish swim. When 
one gets close to the bottom she thinks she can catch it. We have to monitor her so she doesn't 
push on the tank. There is a bird cage in the family room (they also have a large dog, a cat and 
outside fish pond) so Sadie goes from one room to the next watching any movement. On our last 
visit she chased the cat through the house and almost knock my daughter-in-law over. Philip 
says their house is like going to Disney World for Sadie. 
  
Bonnie 

Waggener High Scrapbook:       Bonnie DAVIS Ankrim (61) 
Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre: 



 
 

The Voice-Tribune, Wednesday, December 3, 1997:                 September 30, 2006 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                        Woodford Edwin Axton (61) 
Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre: 



       E-mail from Lee Bailey to Marie VanHoose Sayre (2001) 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                        Lee Worth Bailey (61) 
Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre: Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre: 

Biography of Lee W. Bailey 
 
-Born West Palm Beach, Florida 1943 
-Childhood mostly in Harlan, Kentucky 
-Moved to Louisville in middle of tenth grade, Jan. 1959 
-At Waggener High School in St Matthews, Louisville, Kentucky 
-Edited yearbook “Lair” 
-Active at Harvey Browne Presbyterian Church 
-1961 went to University of Illinois to study Industrial Design 
-1965 Graduated from Illinois, decided to attend theological seminary 
-Moved to New York City, lived at Judson Church Student House in Greenwich Village In New York University area, 
 studied Liberal Arts, worked in Judson Poet’s Theatre during days of “Happenings” 
-1966 Went to Union Theological Seminary at Columbia Univ. NYC 
-1970 Graduated from UTS with Master’s in Divinity 
-1970-72 Taught world religion at George School, a Quaker secondary boarding school in Bucks County, PA 
-Traveled to Europe in summer 
-1972-74 Taught world religions at Oakwood School, a Quaker secondary boarding school in Poughkeepsie, NY 
-1974 Married Anne Brinton, who I met at George school, who was working in publishing in NYC 
-1974 Moved to NYC to prepare for PhD. Program Studied French, German, Myth, Anthropology, worked in graphic de-
 sign. 
-1976 Moved to Syracuse, entered Ph.D. Program in Humanities, studied mostly religion, also Greek Art, Classics, Greek 
 and Dutch languages.  
-Children born in Syracuse to Lee and Anne: Soren Bailey 1977, Rhiannori Brinton, 1979 
-1983 Graduated from Syracuse specializing in world religions and myth 
-1983 Began teaching world regions at Ithaca College, just south of Syracuse in the Finger Lakes district of central New 
 York 
-Anne worked for Cornell University (also in Ithaca), then for an attorney, now at a Drug/Alcohol treatment center. 
-Soren and Rhiannon went to Ithaca High School 
-Soren majored in Film at Ithaca College, graduated in 1999, working in Chicago in video production 
-Rhiannon is currently majoring in sociology at Ithaca College 
-Lee has published in Religion and Culture, a broad field, specifically in Myth, Near Death Experiences and Technology 
 and Religion 
-Listed in “Who’s Who in America” 
-Currently working on book “The Enchantments of Technology” 



 
 

Waggener High Scrapbook:       Karen CARTER Borho (61) 
Courtesy Voice-Tribune, July 10, 2008, Ice cream social benefits TTTS Foundation: 



 
 

Waggener High Scrapbook:       John Richardson Case (61) 
 



 
Taken at Vermont Car Show, Herb’s 
car. 

Waggener High Scrapbook:       Herb Chreste (61) 
 



From Marie Vanhoose Sayre (60): 

Waggener High Scrapbook:          Henry David Connor (61) 

Marie VanHoose Sayre '60 - Henry Connor '61 -  
Mississippi  

Marie VanHoose Sayre '60 - Henry Connor '61 - Ray 
Purdom ’61 - Mississippi   



 

 

Waggener High Scrapbook:       Walter T. Crutcher (61) 
 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:           Linda MILLER  Reutlinger Dabney  (61) 



 
 

The Voice-Tribune, Wednesday, September 20, 2000: 

Waggener High Scrapbook:       H. Scott Davis (61) 
Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre: 



The Voice-Tribune, Wednesday, January 13, 2005: 
 

Structures with substance—Julie Ensor’s Feather Your Nest designs and build unique home 
meant to lat for generations.  Voice-Tribune Profile, by Mary Alan Woodward.   
 

Houses are rising on their foundations in Forest School Estates, a new high-end development in Anchorage. A trickle of 
cars has begun driving through this growing neighborhood to view the architecture, which brings to mind English country 
homes and their New England counterparts. 
 
What’s even more interesting than tile designs of these properties is their builder in an industry populated almost exclu-
sively by men, Julie Ensor, co-owner of Feather Your Nest, is a rarity: She is a woman schooled in the finest traditions of 
both construction and interior design. 
 
“My grandfather and my dad were in the building business before me,” she said. “My parents had four daughters, and my 
dad liquidated his part of the business because he didn't believe any girl would want to be a builder. As things turned out, I 
did since my maiden name is Carpenter. I think it’s only fitting.” 
 
Eastern elegance:  Ensor grew up in Hurstbourne the daughter of Jack Carpenter and his wile Diane, who decorated the 
houses her husband built. Ensor occasionally went horseback riding with friends in Anchorage, where she gained an appre-
ciation for what has been called its elegantly casual’ lifestyle. 
 
After graduating from Male High School in 1984, she earned a BA degree in interior design at the University of Kentucky 
four years later. 
 
For several summers during her college years. she studied at the prestigious Rhode Island School bf Design. Alter gradua-
tion, she moved to Washington, D.C., to begin her career under the wing of English interior designer Anthony Browne. 
 
“While working with him, I fell in love with the East Coast, but also with England.’ she said. “1 developed an affinity for 
things such as English curtains which have a thick inner lining to keep out the cold. A lot of Anglophile things go on in my 
thought processes because of him.” 
 
With Browne, Ensor renovated and redecorated famed talk-show host Oprah Winfreys English-style country estate in Roll-
ing Prairie. Ind., and decorated composer Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Manhattan apartment. 
 
Good bones:  For the first two years of the 1990s Ensor worked in New York, first for fashion designer Ralph Lauren and 
then for interior designer Keller Donovan. For the latter she created interior designs for upscale apartments all the while 
learning more about what makes older architecture worth preserving. 
 
But when her hometown beckoned, Ensor moved back to Louisville. For the rest of that decade, she was an interior de-
signer at Bittners. 
 
Although I loved doing the interior design aspect of homes. I realized that what I preferred was doing the bones’ of the 
house,” she said. “If the house doesn’t have good bones, it’s hard to make it look pretty.” 
 
Ensor met and fell In love with a kindred spirit Clyde Ensor III, who works for his family’s automotive company Hesco 
Parts. He is also, however, co-owner of Feather Your Nest. 
 
“The joke is that Clyde is the brains and I’m the beauty,” Ensor said. “He does things like the contracts, and I get to do the 
designing Even though it started as my business we are totally in it together. You might say that I’m the face of it, and he’s 
the motor that's driving it” 
 
Creative control:  With the founding of Feather Your Nest, Ensor realized that she liked having only one or two clients a 
year instead of the steady stream she had assisted at Bittners She and Clyde assembled a team of high-quality professionals. 
Including cousin Brown Carpenter and architect Tim Winters, on whom they could rely for the various aspects of planning 
and building about two homes each year. 
 
Their finished ‘spec houses in Forest School Estates have a slicker price beginning at $1 million. Two homes have been fin-
ished and sold, a third house is nearing completion, and a fourth has begun. 
 
In that development Ensor has architectural control over even the lots she and her husband don't actually own. She must 
approve all of the designs, right down to making sure that houses that are side by side use different roofing materials. 
 
“I want Forest School Estates to be diverse and interesting so that when it’s completed, people will drive by and wonder 
when the houses were built,” Ensor said. “They will remind people of that 1920s Louisville architecture found in interest-
ingly quirky neighborhoods like Normandy Village, but they are absolutely made for today’s living.’ 
 
Style and grace:  Feather Your Nests motto is ‘treating homes with the style and grace of yesteryear,’ but those are not 
merely words. An Ensor-built house features solid-wood doors, uncommon flooring materials (such as wide-plank pine 
with. rough-cut nailsi. and exte,tt walls built with two-by six (a few words missing)  two-by-fours - a feature that allows 
additional insulation among other bonuses. 
 
“The difference isn’t always something that you see, its more that you can feel it,” Ensor said. “The house is sturdier and 
more substantial feeling. Were trying to explore different options of building, looking to the past and not doing cookie-
cutter styles.” 
 
 

Waggener High Scrapbook:      Clyde Franklin & Julie Ensor (61) 



The Voice-Tribune, Wednesday, January 13, 2005: 
 

Structures with substance—Julie Ensor’s Feather Your Nest designs and build unique home 
meant to lat for generations.  Voice-Tribune Profile, by Mary Alan Woodward.   
 
Her love of architecture from back east and from England is evident in details such as front-facing chimneys, topped with 
chimney pots; steep roofs, often (several words missing) Ensor has on the market now has a covered loggia with brick 
arches and an outdoor fireplace. 
 
“Basically what I do is come up with the floor plan and how the house should work, from the woman and mothers point of 
view,” she said. “There’s nothing wrong with male builders, but I don’t think that they quite understand the inner workings 
of a home as wellas a woman does.” 
 
Strategic living:  The Ensors’ own house, in Anchorage, is a good example of that sensibility. A butler’s panty situated 
between the garage and the kitchen serves as a well-organized catch-all for the flotsam of daily living. 
 
“I hate when you go into a kitchen and everybody puts there junk in there,” she said. “It’s better to have drop-off spaces 
before you get there. Our butler’s panty has a drawer for keys, another for the children’s hairbows, and so on; plus what I 
call a lipstick station, so I can do a swipe in front of a mirror before I walk out the door.” 
 
However, Ensor is mindful of the features that the man of the house wants, too. She typically specifies three-to four-car 
garages, along with a substantial study, in the houses she designs. 
 
“One thing I always do is incorporate an antique some-where inside,” she added. “In the most recent house we did, we 
found some wonderful pine columns for the step-down into the living room. Antique mantle-pieces and old windows can 
give a new house instant character. As I see it, I’m not really selling houses, I’m selling homes — places that have a sense 
of the past.’ 
 
A new era?:  Like many people. Ensor estimates that Louisville is habitually 10 years behind other cities when it comes to 
keeping up with home design and decorating. However, she catches glimpses of a new era on the horizon. 
 
“I hope I’m ahead of the curve, and I hope my work will inspire other builders to step up to the plate and bring better archi-
tecture to this area, she said. “If I do nothing else in Forest School Estates than make other people open their eyes a bit 
more, I’ll have succeeded.” 
 
Her dream is for her buildings to have so much substance, her descendants will live In them some thy. 
 
“I want them to be able to tell their friends that there great-great-grandmother built their house,” she said. I want these to be 
everlasting homes, not houses that somebody will tear down in a few years to build something better.” 
 
Role model:  For now, however. Ensor is watching the next generation grow up in her own household. Like her parents. 
she and her husband have four daughters:  Annabelle, Sarabeth and twins Katie and Molly, all under the age of 7. 
 
“I do a lot of my designing after the girls have gone to bed,” Ensor said. but they’re used to being around house construc-
tion. They even help me pick out colors.  Molly wants the next house to be purple, but I don’t think I’ll go along with that.” 
 
And will any of the girls follow in their ancestors’ footsteps? 
 
“It’s possible.” she said, “They keep their little work boots in the back of my car so they can visit construction sites with 
me, and whenever one of them is playing with blocks at home. I think, See, you can be a builder —just like Mommy.” 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High Scrapbook:      Clyde Franklin & Julie Ensor (61) 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                              Gordon Bennett Finley, Jr. (61) 
Courtesy Gordon Finley (61):                                                                         July 15, 1983 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                               John Michael Gambill (61) 
Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre: 

 

Mike and Linda Gambill and Family  - June -  Estes Park, Colorado -  2004 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                               John Michael Gambill (61) 
Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre: 

Mike and Linda Gambill's grandson, 
Alex Gambill - 2003 

Mike and Linda Gambill's grandson, Evan Gambill - 2004 

Mike  & Linda Gambill's son, Todd - 
Lacy - Alex and Evan 2004 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                               Earl Mason Gary (61) 
Mason is an avid collector: 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                               Frank Coper Grubbs (61) 
From Frank Grubbs (61) 

Frank was between 13 and 15 in this photo.  Gordon Finley is third from the 
left in the back row.  Frank Grubbs is number 4 with eyes closed and mouth 
open, 7th from left, back row. Mr. Finley (Gordon’s Dad) is far right in back 

Jan Pearce (62) and Frank 
Grubbs (61) after a successful 
car rally. 

Frank Grubbs father at Frank’s commission as a 2nd Lt. in 
the Army. 

Mr. Grubbs and Bruce Douglas’s (61) father at 
Christmas time. 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                               Jim Harbolt (61)  



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                           Seymour E. “Jay” Heilman (61)  

Jay in the Military 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:         Judith  WYLIE & J. Sherman Henderson (60/61) 
See Class of 1960 under Judith Wylie. 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                        Carolyn Margaret ROE Hubbs (61)  

The Voice Of St. Matthews,  
November 6, 1952 



 
 
 

Waggener High Scrapbook:            David Lee Hussung 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:         Edith “Abby” HOERTZ Gail Johnson (61) 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:         Edith “Abby” HOERTZ Gail Johnson (61) 

Jennifer (daughter) and Abby in Colorado, 2007 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:            Frank Leon Lovell (61) 

Frank Lovell today—2008 



FROM:  The Voice Of St. Matthews, September 14, 1961: 
 
 

Waggener High Scrapbook:            James Warren May (61) 

Two students off to college with  
Yellowstone memories 

 
Two St. Matthews area boys have gone off to college with memories of an eventful summer 
at Yellowstone National Park. The two, Doug French and Jim May, returned home last 
Thursday after working all summer at Old Faithful Inn. 
 
Jim brought home mountain trout to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jim May of 3908 Elfin Road, 
as evidence of his skill as a fisherman in Yellowstone, and Doug brought his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Millard French, 3936 Nanz, a pair of seven-point matched antlers from an Elk, which he 
found while on a camping trip. 
 
The fish and antlers caused somewhat of a problem for the boys en route home, since they 
had three friends as passengers as far as Mexico, Mo., in addition to all of their luggage. 
 
Now Doug’s parents felt obligated to find a place to display the antlers since there was an 
ordeal in bringing them from Wyoming.  But Mrs. French says the antlers present a problem 
as they are huge. 
 
The Mays were to busy, following Jim’s arrival, getting him ready for college to have a fish 
fry, so the fish went into the Mays’ deep freeze. 
 
Both boys have enrolled at the University of Kentucky.  They had only two days at home in 
which to regale their friends with tales of life in Yellowstone.  One of the points of interest 
they tell about is that August 25 is celebrated as Christmas in the Park. 
 
Their enthusiasm for Yellowstone has been contagious and several of their friends are apply-
ing for jobs there next summer. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. French and Mr. and Mrs. May were among parents of freshman who were en-
tertained with a special convocation and tea at the University last Sunday.  The students at-
tended Waggener last year. 
 
 



FROM:  The Voice, July 25, 1974, 25th  Anniversary Issue: 
 
Jimmy had first published The Voice on July 14, 1949. It was tabloid size, eight pages, and was called “St. Matthews, Your 
Community Newspaper”, and, was circulated free to 6,500 homes. A born promoter, Jimmy staged a contest to name the 
paper, with $100 as the prize. 
 
Mrs. James W. May, of 3908 Elfin, immediately mailed in four entries, one for each member of her family. The winning 
entry, “The Voice of St. Matthews,” was in the name of her four-year-old daughter, Cissy, who got the $100. 
 
Note:  This is Martha May (63), sister of Jim May (61).  
 

Waggener High Scrapbook:            James Warren May (61) 



This is a Voice article on Jim’s sister Martha May, Waggener (63) 

Waggener High Scrapbook:            James Warren May (61) 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:            Gary H. Morris (61) 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:            Norman Wilbur Mosher (61) 



From Marty Nowak:     On Patrol in South China Sea                1965  Vietnam 

Waggener High Scrapbook:          Martin “Marty” C. Nowak (61) 

USS England DLG 22 



From Marty Nowak:     On Patrol in South China Sea                1965  Vietnam 

Waggener High Scrapbook:          Martin “Marty” C. Nowak (61) 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                            Carol Ruth WAFORD O’Koon (61)  
Courtesy of Waggener Traditional High School Web Site.  



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                    Steven Tullis Porter (61) 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                    Steven Tullis Porter (61) 



 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                    Steven Tullis Porter (61) 



From Marie VanHoose Sayre (60): 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                     Ray C. Purdom (61) 

Marie VanHoose Sayre '60 & Ray 
Purdom (widower of  

Ellen Sommers Purdom '61) - 

Barbara & Ray Purdom -  
Mississippi -  

Marie VanHoose Sayre '60 - Henry Connor '61 - Ray 
Purdom ’61 - Mississippi   

Mississippi - Ray Purdom (widower of Ellen Som-
mers '61) - Clay Purdom (son of Ray & Ellen Som-
mers Purdom '61) - Eugene G. Sayre (husband of 

Marie VanHoose Sayre '60) - 



A few items since June 1998 retirement and move to Tucson, Arizona.  If anyone is in-
terested in other Al Ring items see this Website, Al’s Projects, Careers & more. 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                           Alan Douglas “Al” Ring (61)  
Courtesy of Al Ring: 



A few items since June 1998 retirement and move to Tucson, Arizona.  If anyone is in-
terested in other Al Ring items see this Website, Al’s Projects, Careers & more. 

FROM:  Green Valley News and Sun, Friday, September 19, 2003:   Introducing Column. 
 

Road to Ruby—filled with history and mystery, by Jim Lamb: 
 
RUBY—Twice in the 1920s bandits from south of the border robbed the 
general store in the Arizona town of Ruby. 
 
Both times they killed the proprietors--four murders in all. 
 
Some of the walls of the Ruby Mercantile still stand and before it closed, 
it "served the best root beer floats in the world," recalled Tallia Pfrimmer 
Cahoon, who lived there in the 1930s. 
 
Cahoon has joined Al Ring and Bob Ring of Tucson to research the his-
tory of the Oro Blanco Mining District, the town of Ruby and other settle-
ments and mines nearby. 
 
Ruby is about 12 miles southeast of Arivaca, a sparsely settled area. 
 
Roads are gravel for much of the way.  Montana Peak looms just south of 
the town. 
 
Hills are still showing the greens coaxed to life by summer rains. 
 
Rivulets flow across the road, attracting yellow-winged butterflies. They 
light on the mud and flutter away as vehicles approach. 
 
Al and Bob Ring and Cahoon will soon share some of their discoveries in 
a new column, "The Road to Ruby," in the Green Valley News and Sun. 
 
Mysteries to remember:  Besides the discoveries they'll also share some 
mysteries of the old mining community that numbered 1,200 persons at one time. 
 
One mystery is why mining engineer Ambrose Ring, their grandfather, fresh out of Columbia University, and his bride 
Grace stayed for only a few months in 1905 and 1906. 
 
It was his first professional job and in his diary he wrote they left, "when conditions became intolerable (personal.)" 
 
In a family album there are 33 photos they took when they lived there.  It apparently wasn't the work that caused the sudden 
departure. 
 
He pursed a career in the mining business before retiring to Tucson after working for Asarco for many years and in many 
places. 
 
Family members don't recall him ever mentioning that job long ago in the Ruby area, "and as far as we can tell he never 
visited the area" during the years he and Grace lived in Tucson, said Al Ring. 
 
The Rings haven't solved what the intolerable personal situations that sent their grandparents elsewhere. 
 
Recent visitors arrived at the locked gate. The key they had wasn't the right one.  Cahoon hopped for the fence and said, 
"Let's go." 
 
Two of the co-owners, Pat and Howard Frederick of Tucson, arrived a few minutes later with the key, but by then the tour 
was already under way. 
 
School in a tent:  Cahoon pointed out the old school. "My third-grade class was in a tent," she said. 
 
One of her ancestors was a mining engineer who supervised the installation of a water line from the Santa Cruz River near 
Tumacacori, 17 miles over the mountains to Ruby. 
 
That line, built from 1928 to 1930, cost $100,000. It was a 4-inch pipe that filled up a water tank. Lines led to homes and 
campsites. 
 
The pump site is gone now, but recently Cahoon and another area historian, Philip Halpenny, went looking in the areas 
west of Tumacacori. In the desert they found a 20-foot section of the old water line. 
 
Cahoon spent a few minutes looking at the walls of her old home. "We don't have time to paper the walls today," Al Ring 
called in jest. 
 
Cahoon lived in an area known as Hollywood. The mine managers lived on a hill across the road in what the locals dubbed 
"Snob Hill." 
 
Visitors tramp through knee-high Side Oats Grama Grass beneath native mesquites and Arizona oaks. A small pond is east 
of the town and fishermen can try their luck for $17.50 a day.  Admission to the town is $12. 
 
Al Ring has spent several years looking at the history of the area, and hopes to find more early records and former resi-
dents. 
 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                           Alan Douglas “Al” Ring (61)  
Courtesy of Al Ring: 



A few items since June 1998 retirement and move to Tucson, Arizona.  If anyone is in-
terested in other Al Ring items see this Website, Al’s Projects, Careers & more. 

FROM:  Green Valley News and Sun, Friday, September 19, 2003:   Introducing Column. 
 

Road to Ruby—filled with history and mystery, by Jim Lamb: 
 
The three are writing the column partly to set straight myths and legends that don't quite hew to historical reality. 
 
The area was originally mined for gold and silver but at the big operations at Ruby miners went 700 to 800 feet down to 
search for lead and zinc. 
 
Part of the old mine structure and smelting plant are still there.  The mine closed in 1941 and residents started moving out. 
 
Al Ring has compiled more than 80 ring binders 2-inches thick with his research. 
 
And part of that tells about other money-making and money-losing endeavors--selling gold mining shares to unsuspecting 
buyers often from back East. 
 
The writers will talk about mining for gold in the Montana Mine, the two double murders, what Ruby was like in the 1930s, 
and "How Ruby Became a Ghost Town." 
 
Read 'em all here.  Cahoon conducts tours with Pima Community College. For information call non-credit classes, 206-
6579, and ask for Ann Warner.    OUR FIRST COLUMN 
 

  ALONG THE RUBY ROAD—-What We’re Up To—-Bob Ring, Al Ring, Tallia Pfrimmer Cahoon 
 
Sure, you’ve heard of Ruby, the mining ghost town.  You might even have visited the old place.  It’s about 45 miles south-
west of Green Valley, only five miles north of the international border with Mexico.  You get there from Green Valley by 
going south on Interstate 19, getting off at Exit 42, heading west to Arivaca, and then south from Arivaca on the Ruby Road 
through the old Oro Blanco Mining District (OBMD).  The ghost town is settled at 4,200 feet altitude amongst beautiful 
rolling hills and rugged canyons, west of the Atascosa Mountains.   
 
But did you know that Ruby was the mining camp that served the Montana mine, the largest producer of lead and zinc in 
Arizona in the 1930’s?  And did you know that during that period, the population of Ruby was around 1,200 people?  Did 
you know that twice, in the early 1920’s, Mexican bandits robbed the Ruby general store and killed the proprietors?  Eight 
decades later, parts of that general store still stand, in one of the best-preserved ghost towns in Arizona. 
 
We’ll bet you didn’t know that Ruby has only been named Ruby since 1912, when Arizona became a state, and the camp 
was renamed after the storekeeper’s wife.  Prior to 1912, the tiny settlement of fewer than 50 people was called Montana 
Camp, and the Montana mine produced gold and silver, rather than lead and zinc.   
 
Did you know that Americans first located (mineral rights claimed) the Montana mining claim in 1877?  Did you know that 
in 1886, Geronomo made his last raids in Arizona, at ranches within five miles of Montana Camp?  And did you know that 
well-known Territorial period Tucson merchandiser, Louis Zeckendorf, owned the  Montana mine for four decades?    
 
In this column, we plan to tell you about these events, and others, that paint the colorful history of Montana Camp, Ruby, 
and the OBMD.  In fact, we’ll open things up to include stories that occurred anywhere “along the Ruby road,” from Ari-
vaca to Nogales. 
 
 “We” are brothers Bob and Al Ring, whose paternal grandfather started his mining career in the OBMD in 1906, and Tallia 
Pfrimmer Cahoon, who grew up in Ruby during the 1930’s, and who returned 55 years later to begin hosting Pima Commu-
nity College’s public tours of Ruby.   
 
The three of us have been researching the subject of Ruby and mining in the OBMD for years.  In fact, we’re right in the 
middle of preparing a book that will include all the details.   
 
As we move along on the book, we’d like to share with you some of the highlights. This will include the mining story, with 
emphasis on the Montana mine, by far the most successful of over 4,500 mining claims located in the tiny 100-square mile 
OBMD.  We’ll tell you about life in the old mining camps, including the personal experiences of our relatives, complete 
with old family photos.  We’ll include anecdotes about colorful characters important to the story and share personal recol-
lections of former residents of Ruby.   
 
What we hope to get from you is more information.  Do you have any documents, photos, or personal histories that will 
expand our knowledge and perhaps contribute to our book? 
 
We hope you enjoy our stories.  Let us know what questions you have on what we write, or something brand new.  And 
please contact us if you think you have helpful information.  
 
 
Accompanying Figure:  Photo of Montana mine mill  
   
Caption:  By 1934, this newly renovated mill in Ruby was ready to help the Montana mine become 
the largest producer of lead and zinc in Arizona.  The mill buildings are reflected in a large reservoir 
that provided water to run the mill.  (Tallia Pfrimmer Cahoon private collection) 
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This article appeared in The Voice-Tribune, July 19, 2007, in St. Matthews, Kentucky, where Bob 
& Al grew up. 
 
If you’ve lived here for a while, you may remember the 2004 publication of “St. Matthews Firefighters,” written by Alan “Al” 
Ring of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department. 
 
Ring now lives in Tucson, but he has kept on writing. Working with brother Bob Ring and Arizona writer Tallia Pfrimmer Ca-
hoon, he has now written “Frontier Lady of Letters: The Heroic Love Story of Ines Fraser” ($19.95, Wheatmark). 
 
Although many people these days are assembling tales of their ancestors, the story of Ines Chinn Fraser, who was a friend of the 
Rings’ grandparents in the early 1900s, is more intriguing than many others.  
 
It could be called an archetypal American tale, because it follows one family line from dusty, dangerous mining camps of the Old 
West through the early years of nuclear research.  
 
In 1880, Ines was born in a tent in the brand-new railroad town of Salida, Colo. Twenty-two years later, she met her future hus-
band, Jack Fraser - a man 17 years her senior—who was itching to find his fortune in the Alaskan Gold Rush of 1897-98. His 
adventures on that rough-and-rascally frontier are worth the price of the book. 
 
The authors gleaned information from 75 letters that have been carefully preserved by the Frasers’ descendants; many of the mis-
sives begin with salutations such as “My Devine Girl” or “My Honey Girl.” However, the authors also used their own previous 
writings, which include the 2005 book “Ruby, Arizona: Mining, Mayhem and Murder.”  
 
Ines and Jack married in 1904 and, a year later, made a new home of in what was then the Arizona Territory.  
 
They hoped to strike gold just above the Mexican border, but instead their life was filled with hardships, including quicksand and 
days with very little to eat. Jack dryly observed at one point that when one eliminates meat and vegetable from one’s diet, “the 
resultant meal is liable to be sort o’ slim.” 
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In time, the couple grew desperate for some semblance of prosperity and decided to run the general store in the mining camp at 
Ruby, located several miles northwest of the Mexican town of Nogales. 
 
Ines gave birth to four children, and Jack insisted that she frequently visit friends in San Diego, Calif., where she could obtain 
decent medical care. During one of her absences, in 1920, a pair of Mexican robbers entered the camp store and shot Jack and his 
brother Al, who was his partner in the business. 
 
Al died immediately from a pair of wounds; Jack was struck once and clung to life, but the bullet had gone into an eye and 
through his skull. 
 
In distant California, Ines received a series of telegrams from the local sheriff, one of which stated “YOUR HUSBAND HERE IN 
HOSPITAL HE REQUESTS YOU COME AT ONCE RUBY STORE ROBBED HE WAS WOUNDED.” 
 
Ines rushed back to Ruby, but the man she had nicknamed “Laddie” had died. With that discovery, she began her long struggle to 
raise four children on her own. Qualified teaching, the job she had held in Colorado before marrying, she faced the Great Depres-
sion and World War II in California with a career, but also with a rebellious daughter and a son who became enthralled by the 
Socialist movement. 
 
The book ends with a look at what Ines and Jack’s descendants have done with their lives, including son-in-law Wilcox Overbeck, 
who helped produce the first man-made nuclear chain reaction in the  1940s. 
 
As family histories go, this is one of the most entertaining I’ve read. You can order it at ringbrothershistory.com or through online 
bookstores such as Amazon.com. 
 

Ring Brothers History Site 
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BRAD COWGILL, interim president of the Council on Postsecondary Education 
(CPE), visited the campus of Campbellsville University on Wednesday, December 
19, 2007, as part of CPE’s “double the numbers” initiative.  From left are Ron 
McMahan, executive director of Team Taylor County; Lee Nimocks, staff of the 
Council on Postsecondary Education; Eddie Rogers, Taylor County Judge Execu-
tive; Brad Cowgill, interim president of the Council on Postsecondary Education; 
Dr. Gary Cox, president of the Association of Independent Kentucky Colleges and 
Universities; Dr. Michael Carter, president of Campbellsville University; and Mark 
Johnson, president/ceo of Citizens Bank of Campbellsville and chair of Team Tay-
lor County. Campbellsville University photo by Linda Wag-
gener                 12/19/2007, Campbellsville, Kentucky 

Waggener High Scrapbook:                                         Edwin Lee Rogers (61)  



 
Commercial Kentucky  
510 Preston Pointe 
333 East Main Street 
Louisville, KY 40202 
Phone: 502.589.5150 
Fax: 502.589.9248 
 
Office Services Group 
E. Phillip Scherer, III  
President 
Richard J. Ashton, CCIM 
Jeffrey A. Dreher, SIOR 
 
 
CAREER SUMMARY 
 
Phil Scherer is President of Commercial Kentucky, Inc. More than thirty years ago, Phil Scherer and 
Charles Casper formed a partnership that has evolved into the preeminent commercial real estate firm 
in Kentucky and Southern Indiana. The firm that began in 1973 as Scherer/Casper and Associates is 
now Commercial Kentucky, Inc., a member of the Cushman & Wakefield Alliance. As President of the 
firm, Phil’s business expertise and vision help navigate the firm through the ever changing real estate 
economy. Phil is regarded as a premier commercial real estate executive across the Midwest and Upper 
South.  
 
From The Voice-Tribune, October 4, 2007: 
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Biggs Tabler      Golf Marketing By Biggs   502-807-0114 
 
The Cup Experience, an event that will be held at the same time as the Ryder Cup [ Sept. 16-21,2008] 
is looking for companies that want to exhibit at the Kentucky International Convention Center. This 
event will give companies an opportunity to exhibit to the local, national and international visitors that 
will be in Louisville for the Ryder Cup. I am working with the organizing committee to call on inter-
ested companies. My contact information is 502-585-2299 or biggs@golfmarketingbybiggs.com. Ad-
ditional can also be found at www.thecupexperience.com. 
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3 Pals, Dave, Davidson & Bandit Bandit & Davidson 

Bandit & 38 Pontiac 

Bandit Davidson  

Summer 1961, Dave with 38 Pontiac 
Note trophy from car Show, same one Al Ring was in 
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Dave’s 1959 Chevy Biscayne coupe with GMC 292 
fuel injected 1-6 

Dave’s 1959 Chevy Biscayne coupe with GMC 292 
fuel injected 1-6 

From 1964, Dave’s Sportsdrome figure 8 car Denny Rodman about 2006, Shelbyville, Tennessee car 
show with his car 
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July 22, 1988, John L. Wilson retired from the USAF.  Retired with the rank of Lt. Colonel. 
 

In the picture is “Monty” and wife Katie and General Butler 


