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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 

of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 

Ringôs personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this ñcollectionò was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 

who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-

ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 

have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 

contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 

remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 

the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 

and regret that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 

not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-

Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 

information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-

gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 

2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 

Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-

gener Lairôs 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali. 

 

 



 

 
We want to thank the followingéééé.. 

   

A special thanks to Mickey Lunsford for all the help, information, & photos he 

has supplied.     Waggener High, Class of 1963. 

 

The Rock óNô Roll Era, by Time Life Music.  (Note: the songs listed for a particular year 

are not in any order and do not include such favorites as Elvis and the Beatles because they could not 

sell their recordings.) 

 

Elvis, The King Of Rock óNô Roll 

 

Randy, Cactus, Uncle Ed and the Golden Age of Louisville Television, by David In-

man, 2001 

 

Numerous Internet Sites but certainly not all: 

 http://www.digitaldreamdoor.com/pages/bg_hits/bg_hits_53.html 
 Crusade for Children    http://www.whascrusade.org/modules.php? 

 Yahoo Movies 

 Top Ten Songs of Each Year   http://www.digitaldreamdoor.com/pages/best_songs50-69.html 

 TV history     http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1951_in_television 

 American Music from 1950 to 2000     http://kclibrary.nhmccd.edu/music-3.html 

 Mickey Mouse Club http://www.menziesera.com/people/ mickey_mouseketeers.htm 

 Mickey Mouse Club    http://www.loti.com/mickey_mouse_club.htm    

 Elvis     http://www.elvis.com.au/presley/biography/ 

 1080 WKLO Radio.com ð http://www.1080wklo.com/paulcowley.htm 

 790WAKY.com ð http://www.79waky.com/ 

 The Monarchs, http://www.themonarchs.com/index.html  

 1950ôs  http://www.fiftiesweb.com/crash.htm 

 http://www.cmt.com/news/country-music/1472824/country-music-hall-of-fame-

 member-pee-wee-king-dead-at-86.jhtml 
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Our Era - Movies, Music, Radio & TV, 1950ôs and 1960ôs.                   Unknown   
Courtesy Mickey Lunsford: 

Mayme Sweet Waggener & The Blue Hawks 

 



Our Era - Movies, Music, Radio & TV, 1950ôs and 1960ôs.                   1940s & 1950s  
Courtesy Mickey Lunsford: 

Cecil Gilbert Lunsford, Sr. 
January 22, 1907 to January 11, 1973 

Kawanis Kadooldlers, 
Gilbert was the banjo 
player, with his son 
Mickey Lunsford as 
the drummer Mickey 
was later the drum-
mer for the  Mon-
archs in 1968 from 
Waggener High 
school.      1950s 
 

Cecil was born in Brodhead, Kentucky Cecil Gilbert Lunsford Sr. January 
22,1907 and passed on in Louisville, Ky January 11, 1973.  He was a starter 
on the Brodhead High school basketball team with my other two Uncle's. He 
moved to Louisville and became a Pharmacist at the old Taylor Drug store 
in St Matthews.  Dad and Buck Tharp had a band in Brodhead called the 
Kentuckians which my brother took over and they played on the Belle for 
over 20 years on the Saturday Nite cruises. Dad had another band called the 
Blue Hawks and Mayme S Waggener played piano for him.  He also worked 
as the Photo Manager at the old Sutcliffe sporting goods store for a number 
of years the Zayre Dept store as photo department manager.  Also during the 
2nd World War dad was the plant photographer for the Charleston Powder 
Plant in Charleston, Indiana.  His last job was with the St Matthews Fire 
Department until his death on January 11, 1973. Cecil was survived by his 
wife Alice Lunsford his two son's Cecil Gilbert ( Sonny ) Lunsford Jr,. and 
Robert Clarkson ( Mickey ) Lunsford and three grandchildren Connie Luns-
ford,  David Lunsford and Christy Lunsford.   
 

The Voice of St. Matthews, July 28, 1949 
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Courtesy http://www.cmt.com/news/country-music/1472824/country-music-hall-of-fame-member-pee-wee-king-dead-

at-86.jhtml 

Pee Wee King 

CMT News   Country Music Hall of Fame Member Pee Wee King Dead at 86   March 8, 2000; Written by Charle Wolfe 
 

Country Music Hall of Fame member Frank "Pee Wee" King, co-writer of the classic song "Tennessee Waltz," died Tues-
day afternoon at age 86. 

 

No less a personage than Gene Autry once referred to Pee Wee King as "one of the all-time greats in the music world." But 
unlike so many of his fellow members of the Country Music Hall of Fame, Pee Wee King was not known as a guitar player 
or even as a singer. His instrument was an ungainly one -- the accordion, and he played it so well that he inspired dozens of 
country bands to add it to their acts in the 1940s and 1950s. But he was also a bandleader par excellence whose work often 
pushed the envelope of older country music. He was a gifted songwriter (over 400 titles to his credit), a creative promoter, a 
finder of new talent, an explorer of new media, and, best of all, a consummate professional. In his heyday, Pee Wee King 
took country music uptown and didn't ask whether or not it was ready to go. Bill C. Malone, the dean of country historians, 
has said, "Pee Wee King had one of the most important and influential careers in country music. His personal story virtually 
sums up a major slice of country music history from 1937 to the 1960s." 

 

Pee Wee never picked cotton, never hopped a freight train, never worked as a song plugger in Nashville. He was born Frank 
Kuczynski on Feb. 18, 1914, in Milwaukee and raised in the middle of the rich dairy country near Abrams, Wisc. His Polish
-American father led a local polka band, and by the time he was 15, young Frank had gotten his first accordion. Soon he had 
formed his own outfit and was busy playing polkas and cowboy music over area radio stations. Singer Gene Autry, then 
appearing over WLS Chicago, heard the band and hired them to be his backup group. It was Autry who dubbed his new 
bandleader "Pee Wee," in deference to the fact that, at 5 feet six inches, he was the smallest member of the band and also to 
distinguish him from other "Franks" in the band. The "King" part was Pee Wee's own choice and was borrowed from a then-
popular radio bandleader named Wayne King, whose signature song was "The Waltz You Saved For Me." In later years, 
Pee Wee had his name changed legally to Pee Wee King. 

 

In 1934 Autry and Pee Wee moved to WHAS in Louisville, but Autry soon left to go to Hollywood to start his film career. 
Though Pee Wee would later be invited to appear in a number of Autry pictures, he decided to stay in radio for the time 
being. He worked for a time with Frankie More's Log Cabin Boys, travelling around Kentucky and playing at dances and in 
tobacco barns. Soon Pee Wee decided to organize his own band, "I called them The Golden West Cowboys," he recalled. 
"There was a duet act on WLS then called The Girls of the Golden West, and I had a terrific crush on them." This first band 
included fiddler Abner Sims, singer Little Texas Daisy, guitarist Curly Rhodes and a young Tennessee boy who had been 
playing fiddle in a local band, Redd Stewart. In 1935 Pee Wee also met a girl named Lydia Frank who had been singing 
over Louisville radio. Her father, Joe L. Frank, was a nationally known promoter who had handled Autry and radio acts like 
Fibber McGee and Molly. Pee Wee liked Frank but liked his daughter even more, and in 1936 he married her. He also 
gained the services of Frank as the band's new manager. 
 

It was through Frank that The Golden West Cowboys came to the Grand Ole Opry stage in June 1937. Pee Wee was very 
much enthralled with some of the new swing bands on the air -- especially Bob Wills, Louise Massey and the Westerners 
and Clayton McMichen's Georgia Wildcats -- and he began to incorporate their new sounds into his music. The fans loved 
it, but the conservative Opry managers were nervous: Pee Wee wanted to bring on electric guitars, he wanted to use drums, 
and he wanted to use "chase" music to play people off and on stage. He was one of the first Opry members to carry a musi-
cian's union card and one of the first to have special costumes designed for his band. While the Opry in the late '30s was a 
far cry from the overalls and feed sacks of the show in the 20s, Pee Wee added a new sense of professionalism to the show. 
The band soon became a triple-A farm club for aspiring singers: in St. Louis' Kiel Auditorium, Pee Wee met young Eddy 
Arnold, who jumped at the chance to join the Cowboys. "He didn't even know how much we were going to pay him," Pee 
Wee laughed. Later singers included yodeler Becky Barfield, Tommy Sosebee, Milton Estes and Cowboy Copas. The Cow-
boys were also the first to back Minnie Pearl on recordings, and toured with her as well. 
 

During the war years, Pee Wee won thousands of new fans with his coast-to-coast tours of military bases as part of The 
Camel Caravan. In the early 1940s the troupe travelled from Rhode Island to the Panama Canal Zone, putting on great 
shows and tossing out packs of Camel cigarettes to grateful G.I.'s. During this time, band member Redd Stewart began play-
ing an instrumental he had worked up called "The No Name Waltz," and the band began using it as a theme. Then one night 
in 1946, as he and Redd were riding in the luggage truck on their way to a date, they began jotting down some words to the 
tune on the back of a matchbook cover. "We had been listening to Bill Monroe's 'Kentucky Waltz,' which was a big hit at 
that time," Pee Wee recalled. "We decided, 'Why not have a Tennessee Waltz?'" After Nashville music publisher Fred Rose 
touched it up, the band took it into the RCA Victor studio in Chicago and, in December 1947, with Redd doing the vocals, 
made the first recording. When pop singer Patti Page recorded it in 1950, it became the biggest country crossover song in 
history. 

 

Surprisingly, Pee Wee never had a large number of hit records himself; he saw his group primarily as a radio and personal 
appearance band. In the '30s Art Satherley of ARC records refused to sign him because the label had Bob Wills; thus the 
Cowboys did not get onto disc until 1946, when they cut some sides for the Nashville independent label Bullet -- and by this 
time the band had been headliners for 10 years. Indeed, Pee Wee's only real sustained period of record making lasted from 
1947 to 1959, when he worked with RCA Victor. He made hundreds of sides, from fiddle tunes to pop ballads like "You 
Belong to Me," but recorded only 11 chart hits. By far the biggest was "Slow Poke," which reached No. 1 in 1951, followed 
by "Silver and Gold" in 1952 and "Changing Partners" in 1954. 

http://www.cmt.com/news
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Courtesy http://www.cmt.com/news/country-music/1472824/country-music-hall-of-fame-member-pee-wee-king-dead-

at-86.jhtml 

Pee Wee King 

CMT News   Country Music Hall of Fame Member Pee Wee King Dead at 86   March 8, 2000; Written by Charle Wolfe 
 

In 1947, Pee Wee suddenly decided to abandon Nashville and return to Louisville. "The main reason was that I wanted tele-
vision," he explained years later. The Opry management saw no real future in TV; Pee Wee did. He hit Louisville at the 
dawn of the golden age of live local TV, and he soon had TV shows over WAVE in Louisville, WBBM in Chicago and 
WLW in Cincinnati. The shows rejuvenated the local music scene and won for the band repeated Cash Box and Billboard 
awards. By the early 1950s, TV was a major force in packaging and promoting, and Pee Wee was a warm, elegant father 
figure for millions of fans. In October 1971 Kentucky Governor Louis B. Nunn declared an official Pee Wee King Day in 
the state. 

 

In later years, Pee Wee took an interest in the history of the music he had helped define, and served on the board of directors 
for the Country Music Hall of Fame. In 1996 he worked with local writer Wade Hall to produce his authorized biography, 
Hell Bent for Music (University Press of Kentucky), and in the late '90s much of his RCA work was collected in a boxed set 
by Bear Family. Most recently, a collection of his 1950s radio transcriptions was released by Bloodshot Records (Pee Wee 
King's Country Hoedown). 
 

King is survived by his wife Lydia and four children. 

http://www.cmt.com/news
http://new.music.yahoo.com/pee-wee-king/albums/pee-wee-kings-biggest-hits-country-barn-dance--159696876
/Image:Pweee.jpg
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Top 25 songs of 1950 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top 25 songs of 1951 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  The Fat Man  Fats Domino  

2  
Please Send Me Someone To 
Love  

Percy Mayfield  

3  Teardrops From My Eyes  Ruth Brown  

4  Mona Lisa  Nat "King" Cole  

5  Tennessee Waltz  Patti Page  

6  Long Gone Lonesome Blues  Hank Williams  

7  Mardi Gras In New Orleans  Professor Longhair  

8  I'm Movin' On  Hank Snow  

9  Rollin' Stone  Muddy Waters  

10  Double Crossing Blues  
Johnny Otis (Little Esther & the 
Robins)  

11  Moanin' The Blues  Hank Williams  

12  Pink Champagne  Joe Liggins  

13  Bad Bad Whiskey  Amos Milburn  

14  Count Every Star  Ravens  

15  Why Don't You Love Me  Hank Williams  

16  Goodnight, Irene  
Weavers with Gordon Jenkins 
Orchestra  

17  Chattanoogie Shoe Shine Boy  Red Foley  

18  Oh Babe!  Louis Prima (Keely Smith)  

19  Love Don't Love Nobody  Roy Brown  

20  Blue Light Boogie  Louis Jordan  

21  Bon Ton Roula  Clarence Garlow  

22  Bald Head  Roy Byrd (Professor Longhair)  

23  Safronia B  Calvin Boze  

24  Rollin' And Tumblin'  Muddy Waters  

25  Blue Shadows  Lowell Fulson  

1  Sixty Minute Man  Dominoes  

2  Rocket 88  Jackie Brenston  

3  Dust My Broom  Elmore James  

4  Cry  Johnnie Ray  

5  Too Young  Nat "King" Cole  

6  Cold Cold Heart  
Hank Williams / Tony Bennett / 
Dinah Washington  

7  Glory Of Love  Five Keys  

8  Three O'Clock Blues  B.B. King  

9  Hey Good Lookin'  Hank Williams  

10  How High The Moon  Les Paul & Mary Ford  

11  It Ain't The Meat  Swallows  

12  Chains Of Love  Joe Turner  

13  Black Night  Charles Brown  

14  I'm In The Mood  John Lee Hooker  

15  I Can't Help It  Hank Williams  

16  Booted  Rosco Gordon  

17  Fool, Fool, Fool  Clovers  

18  Don't You Know I Love You  Clovers  

19  How Many More Years  Howlin' Wolf  

20  Lovin' Machine  Wynonie Harris  

21  The Train Kept A'Rollin'  Tiny Bradshaw  

22  I Got Loaded  Peppermint Harris  

23  My Baby Left Me  Arthur "Big Boy" Crudup  

24  Still A Fool  Muddy Waters  

25  Unforgettable  Nat "King" Cole  
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A few of the 1950 Movies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of Yahoo Movies: Courtesy of Yahoo Movies: 



 

Our Era - Movies, Music, Radio & TV, 1950ôs and 1960ôs.   TV Debuts, 1950 to 1954  

 
 

1950 TV Debuts: 

February 2, Whatôs My Line (1950) debuts on CBS (1950ð1967) 

February 25, Your Show of Shows premieres on NBC (1950ð1954) 

June 17ð October 12, Hawkins Falls premiers on NBC also (1951ð1955) 

July 10, Your Hit Parade premieres on NBC 

September 7, The game show Truth or Consequences debuts (1950-1988) 

October 28, The Jack Benny Show, starring Jack Benny, premiers (1950-1 965) 

Cisco Kid debuted, starring Duncan Renaldo and Leo Carrillo (1950ð1956) 

The George Burns and Gracie Allen Show debuts (1950-1958) 

 

1951 TV Debuts: 
January 3, Dragnet debuts on NBC (1951ð1959) 

September 3, The first long-running soap opera, Search for Tomorrow, debuts at 12:30 p.m. on the CBS television network 

 (1951ð1986) 

September 24, Love of Life premieres on CBS (195 1ð1980) 

October 15, Television sitcom 1 Love Lucy debuts on CBS (1951ð1957)  

Television version of Amos & Andy (1951ð1953) 

The Roy Rogers Show (1951ð1957), debuts on NBC, starring Roy Rogers and Dale Evans 

Hallmark Hall of Fame premieres (1951ðpresent) 

 

1952 TV Debuts: 

January 14, The Todayô Show premieres on NBC (1952ðpresent) 

June 30, The Guiding Light on (1952ðpresent). This soap opera began on radio in 1937 

September, This is the Life on DuMont. This religious drama ran from 1952 through the late 1980s 

September 19, Adventures of Superman premieres in Syndication (1952-1958) 

American Bandstand, originally called Bandstand, premieres as local program in Philadelphia (1952ð1989) 

Life Is Worth Living with Bishop Fulton J. Sheen premiers on DuMont (1952ð1955), then on ABC (1955ð1957) 

My Little Margie (1952ð1955), starring Gale Storm 

See It Now premieres, hosted by Edward R. Murrow 

The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet on ABC (1952ð1966) 

The Ernie Kovacs Show premieres. (1952ð1953) 

Meet the Masters, a program about classical music, premieres on NBC and WGN-TV 

This Is Your Life premieres in the US (1952ð1961) 

 

1953 TV Debuts: 

September 29, Make Room For Daddy, starring Danny Thomas, premieres on CBS (1953-1964) 

Flash Gordon, (1953ð1954), starring Steve Holland 

Romper Room premieres (1953ð1994) 

 

1954 TV Debuts: 

January 4, The Brighter Day (1954ð1962) premieres 

January, Annie Oakley (1954ð1957) premieres 

September, The Tonight Show begins airing on the NBC network (1954-present) 

October 21, The CBS anthology series, Climax! (1954-1958) airs an adaptation of Ian Flemingôs novel, Casino Royale, star-

ring Barry Nelson as an Americanized version of spy James Bond. This is the first dramatic adaptation of a Bond novel. 

October 27, Disneyland (1954-1958) 

Face the Nation premieres on CBS (1954-present) 

The Secret Storm (1954-1974) premieres 

The National premieres as The National News on CBS (1954-present) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy http://en.wikipedia.org/
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A few of the 1951 Movies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of Yahoo Movies: Courtesy of Yahoo Movies: 

 



 

Our Era - Movies, Music, Radio & TV, 1950ôs and 1960ôs.  1952 

 

A few of the 1952 Movies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of Yahoo Movies: Courtesy of Yahoo Movies: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, February 28, 1952 
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Top 25 songs of 1952 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top 25 songs of 1953 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  Lawdy Miss Clawdy  Lloyd Price  

2  Jambalaya (On The Bayou)  Hank Williams  

3  Have Mercy Baby  Dominoes  

4  One Mint Julep  Clovers  

5  Night Train  Jimmy Forrest  

6  My Song  Johnny Ace  

7  Goin' Home  Fats Domino  

8  Moody Mood For Love  King Pleasure  

9  Juke  Little Walter  

10  Baby Don't Do It  "5" Royales  

11  5 - 10 - 15 Hours  Ruth Brown  

12  I Don't Know  Willie Mabon  

13  I Believe  Elmore James  

14  Rock The Joint  Bill Haley with the Saddlemen  

15  K.C. Lovin'  Little Willie Littlefield  

16  Ting - A- Ling  Clovers  

17  You Win Again  Hank Williams  

18  The Bells  Dominoes  

19  Dream Girl  Jesse & Marvin  

20  No More Doggin'  Rosco Gordon  

21  That's What You're Doing To Me  Dominoes  

22  I'd Be Satisfied  Dominoes  

23  I'm Gone  Shirley & Lee  

24  I'll Drown In My Tears  Sonny Thompson (Lula Reed)  

25  The Wild Side Of Life  Hank Thompson  

1  Money Honey  
Drifters featuring Clyde McPhat-
ter  

2  Your Cheating Heart  Hank Williams  

3  Crying In The Chapel  Orioles  

4  Gee  Crows  

5  Shake A Hand  Faye Adams  

6  Honey Hush  Joe Turner  

7  
Mama, He Treats Your Daughter 
Mean  

Ruth Brown  

8  Hound Dog  Willie Mae "Big Mama" Thornton  

9  Kaw - Liga  Hank Williams  

10  The Things That I Used To Do  Guitar Slim  

11  Help Me Somebody  "5" Royales  

12  Going To The River  Fats Domino  

13  The Clock  Johnny Ace  

14  Please Don't Leave Me  Fats Domino  

15  Crazy, Man Crazy  Bill Haley with Haley's Comets  

16  Good Lovin'  Clovers  

17  I Didn't Want To Do It  Spiders  

18  Please Love Me  B.B. King  

19  Feelin' Good  Little Junior's Blue Flames  

20  Sunday Kind Of Love  Harptones  

21  
One Scotch. One Bourbon, One 
Beer  

Amos Milburn  

22  I'll Be True  Faye Adams  

23  I'm Mad  Willie Mabon  

24  Crawlin'  Clovers  

25  TV Mama  Joe Turner  
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A few of the 1953 Movies 
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Courtesy Elvis, The King Of Rock óNô Roll: 
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Courtesy Elvis, The King Of Rock óNô Roll: 
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Courtesy Elvis, The King Of Rock óNô Roll: 


