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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
 
A very special thanks to Mary Margaret Bell, Coordinator, Archives and Retrieval Systems, Jefferson 
County Public Schools, Louisville, KY, and Lawrence “Larry” Richard Myers (60), who did all the 
hard work copying and gathering the material from the Archives.  Also The Voice Of St. Matthews. 

 
 



 

 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section is about the Elementary schools that “most” of the 
Waggener 1960, 61, 62, Alumni went to in the St. Matthews area.  I 
have tried to concentrate on the history of the schools during the 
time period that many of us would have been at these schools.  
From these schools, we went on to Waggener High.  Some later his-
tory is included for those who moved from the area and have not 
kept up with that schools history. (Such as the 1971 fire at Great-
house.)  
 
 

Lyndon Elementary School 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools: 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:               Lyndon Elementary School                                    
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:      



Courtesy of Larry Myers:                 Lyndon Elementary School                                            
 

4th grade boys, Mrs. Mattingly, teacher, Lyndon Elementary, 1951/52 school year. 

Joe Dietrich, Larry Myers, Jeff ?????, Ken Anderson, ?????, Dave Marrett, ?????, ?????, Bob 
Lam, Bill Mayrose, Perry Wood, ????? 

 
 
 
TODAY, 2008: 
 
After Lyndon Elementary School closed in 73/74 it sat vacant until it re-opened in 1976 as Voca-
tional Rehabilitation School.  It closed in 1992 and the school building again sat vacant for a while 
until it re-opened as Jaeger Education Center, which is open today. 
 
On the three levels the first is early childhood development, Preschool, the middle floor in Alterna-
tive school and the top floor is a training center of Jefferson County Public School teachers on com-
puters. 
 
I was told, but don’t remember there are no stairs in the building. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:     1951 



Courtesy of Al Ring:                 Lyndon Elementary School                                          

Band,         Al Ring 
Would love to have people send in names of students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:     1951 



Courtesy of Al Ring:                 Lyndon Elementary School                                           
Typical Report Card form 3rd grade. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:     1951/1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1952/1953  

November 6, 1952 

January 22, 1953 

April 2, 1953 

October 1, 1953 

September 20, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                              
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954/1955  

 

September 9, 1954 

April 7, 1955 

May 5, 1955 

 



Courtesy Josephine “Jo” Crume Miles:                              Lyndon Elementary School    
 

The Courier-Journal, 1954/55                  Lyndon student Eddie Bignon                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954/1955  



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955  

 
May 12, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                              
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955  

November 17, 1955 

 

 

September 8, 1955 

 November 10, 1955 

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955/56  

January 19, 1956 

December 8, 1955 

 

January 26, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    195461957  

August 15, 1957 

September 26, 1957 

 September 6, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1958/1960  

May 15, 1958 

 

December 8, 1958 

June 30, 1960 

September 15, 1960 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:      

October 19, 1961 

November 2, 1961 

Lyndon PTA sets fall festival 
 
The Lyndon consolidated School P.T.A. is making plans 
for its fall festival set for Saturday, October 28 at the 
school. 
 
Festival activities will be from 2 to 9 p.m.  A turkey dinner 
will be served from 5 to 7. 
 
The Lyndon School P.T.A. will meet in the auditorium at 
7 p.m. this evening for the second of a series of three tele-
casts.  “Trends in Education.” There will be discussion led 
by group leaders and recorded for the in corporation of a 
summarized report to the County school Board. 
 

October 19, 1961 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                                
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:      

October 11, 1962 

September 27, 1962 

October 18, 1962 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1963    

January 17, 1963 

March 28, 1963 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1963    

October 3, 1963 

 August 8, 1963 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          Lyndon Elementary School                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1965    

September 2, 1965 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:          Lyndon Elementary School                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1967    

May 11, 1967 



Courtesy of Al Ring:               Lyndon Elementary School                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    May, 2008 



Courtesy of Bill Wetherton:               Lyndon Elementary School                                                       
 
Here are some fond remembrances about Lyndon school from Mrs. Frank (Miss Caroline) Barth. Caroline Barth and my 
mother, Helen Wetherton, are both in the early 90s and still active. They both have been active in the Lyndon Homemakers 
group from day one. Miss Caroline was maybe a little more active at Lyndon School than mom. I spoke to Miss Caroline on 
June 2nd and I though some of this information might fit into your website. Maybe a little genealogy first would be helpful. 
 
Miss Caroline married Frank Barth, her second marriage. Her first husband died in WW II. She has two sons, B J (Billy 
Jim) (1941) and Rudy Miller (1943), from the first marriage. Rudy married Becky Arnold (A Arnold & Son Moving and 
Storage). 
 
My mom was married to William M. Wetherton, Sr, so I am the Jr (1943). I have two siblings, Sister Lynne (1941) and Jim 
(1949). Lynne and B J graduated from Eastern, Rudy and I from Waggener, and my brother Jim from Westport, all from the 
same 309 N. Lyndon Lane house. 
  
Lyndon Elementary was opened sometime mid to late 40s. The first principal of Lyndon Elementary was Mrs. Fiemster 
(sp?). She lived in crescent Hill. One of her neighbors was Mame S Waggener. Mrs. Fiemster was teaching at Greathouse 
and Mame Waggener was involved in getting her to become the principal at Lyndon. The third principal was Robert Lamb. 
His son Bobby eventually went to New York and one day was found dead in the East River, the apparent murder was never 
solved to my knowledge.  
 
There is an "Ormsby Village" book according to Miss Caroline that might have some Lyndon information. Ormsby was the 
children's reformatory located at the intersection of Whipps Mill Road and LaGrange Road. 
 
Miss Caroline was possibly the first president of the Lyndon PTA. The kitchen needed $3,000 for upgrading. Miss C ap-
pointed a committee of Owen and Doris Pillans, Ella and Dan Ross, Jack and Lois Mayrose, Bill and Helen Wetherton, plus 
some others. The fund raising began. This would have been when Lynne and B J were in about the 5th grade so about 1951. 
Friday night fish fries, paper drives, rummage sales, etc were conducted by all parents and kids. I recall going door to door 
picking up stacks of papers to fill my wagon and moms station wagon and taking them to the containers behind the school. 
Miss C recalls during one of the rummage sales a large collection of new men's clothes arrive from a family who had a sud-
den death. The clothes were all the right size to fit Principal Lamb. Miss C had to pull Mr. Lamb to the room where the 
clothes were displayed (he got the first choice) to buy lots of the new clothing pieces. 
 
During the Friday night fish fries, the moms and maybe some dads put on variety show on the gym stage. Somehow a dra-
matic instructor was located to help with the organization and choreography. One of the ladies got a deal from the local fish 
supplier, all the moms made pies, and Hortense Thomale was in charge of the potatoes. Hortense was the wife of "Tiny" 
Thomale who played the piano and accordion on the TV show Hayloft Hoedown. Quite often a square dance caller was 
brought in and the gym was filled with local dancers. I seem to recall that eventually the fish fries were taken over by the 
Fire Department as their fund raiser. 
 
Another yearly event was the ice cream social at St. Thomas Episcopal church. It was held in mid summer. There was a 
spin wheel booth for cakes, dart throwing, a white elephant booth and for sure ice cream and cake, maybe some other vict-
uals/vittles too. Part of the event was to elect a Miss Lyndon. A group of young ladies were individually sponsored by the 
local merchants, a box or boxes were placed around town, and you voted by the number of pennies place in the box, more 
fund raising. 
 
Once the money was raised to satisfy the kitchen needs, fund raising continued for the Lyndon Recreation which Miss C 
believes was the real start of kids organized sports. 
 
Miss C remembers one day when My Lamb came to her and said if we could raise $???? we could install an intercom sys-
tem and he could address everyone in the school at the same time, in their rooms, and from his office. More fund raising. 
 
When I was in the sixth grade, I had the honor of being president of some group, I think it was related to academics. There 
was a fine black gentleman who was the school janitor and general all around handyman. He could play the piano like a 
dream. He never read music, just played by instinct. He would call me Mr. President, really made me feel important.  
 
The was a group of 10 to 20 families that mom and dad always referred to as the Lyndon crowd. All of the adults and the 
kids were in a close age range and we all played and worked and "churched" together. Mom and Miss Caroline are about 
the only two who are still active.  
  
William M. Wetherton 
6-5-08 
  
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    June, 2008 



Comments from Alumni of Lyndon:  Lyndon Elementary School                                                       
 
Lyndon School is still there. Jeff Co Schools uses it for a variety of things. I was Principal of all the schools in Jeff Co oper-
ated for delinquent, disturbed and profoundly retarded kids. It was a great career.                       Judy 
 
I went to Lyndon until 6th grade...Mrs. Ebelen (sp), Mrs. Sawyer, Mrs. Caswell, etc....is there still a school there? It would 
be ancient by now!     Maren  
 
Gaye, Did Nancy Duncan teach first grade at Lyndon?                           Linda 
 
Hello to another voice out of my Lyndon past...remember the Friday night Fish Fries at Lyndon school? I remember hating 
fish but loving to go because my friends were there.  
  
I too am living in a money pit in Louisa, Virginia...a frame farmhouse built in 1884 by a guy injured in the Civil War...neat 
old house...recently renovated by the people we bought it from. New innards, some new siding and wood trim which al-
ready needs paint after 3 summers! Oh, well...our antique furniture looks good in it! 
  
Tell me about your place and how life has treated you.             Maren  
 
Betty,  I remember you.  I lived by the creek at Lyndon Lane and Wood Road.  I bought the house from my parents and 
lived there 5 years.  My identical twin sons were born while we lived there in 71.  I remember the fish fries at Lyndon 
school Friday night and the summer ice cream social at St. Thomas Episcopal Church.  Mr. Lamb was principal.  Maurice 
the janitor played the piano.  Pam Oliver and Sharon Sillman (now Willer) were good buddies.  Joyce Green is  
coming in September.  I moved over off 42 and then to Anchorage in 77 to the  "Reynolds" house.  It will not known as 
mine until I sell or die.  I bought  with a 5 year restoration plan and that was 24 years ago.                        Bill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    June, 2008 



Photo courtesy of Al Ring:                                            Lyndon Elementary School                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    Today 


