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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 

of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 

Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 

who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-

ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 

have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 

contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 

remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 

the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 

and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 

not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-

Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 

information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-

gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 

2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 

Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-

gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali..  

 

 

A very special thanks to the Class of 1961 

 

 



 

Brief history of the Class of 1961 Waggener High 50th Reunion 
 

On October 8, 2010 classmate Bill Bowden made an attempt to get something go-

ing on a 50th reunion for the Waggener High Class of 191. 
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Other e-mails came in, one from Steve Porter offering to help and a few other but 

bottom line it just didn’t happen. 

 

On January 26, 2011, I (Al Ring) called Steve Porter, Marie VanHoose Sayre and 

Bill Bowden and we all had a long talk about a reunion, the need for one etc. etc.  

Bill volunteered to head the first meeting and try and get it going.  Steve agreed to 

help and so did Marie, who isn’t even a member of our class. 
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February 13, 2011, First Reunion Meeting 

 

Thank You, to these classmates who stepped up. 

 
Bunny Laffoon Abbott       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Bowden 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Porter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warren VanHoose 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherry Silliman Willer 
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John Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budd Orr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phyllis Fust Arnold 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan Gray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie VanHoose 

Sayre 

“Godmother” 


